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Introduction

I. The city of Philippi:

A. Geographical Location:

“Philippi is situated fully ten miles inland from the Gulf of Neapolis. By Paul’s time it must have been regarded as a city in the North, for while the place of his birth, Tarsus, was situated 37 degrees N. lat. (like Springfield, Missouri), and Jerusalem where he received his training 32 degrees N. lat. (like Montgomery, Alabama), Philippi was located 41 degrees N. lat. (like the city of New York)”. [Note: _ New Testament Commentary. “Philippians”, William Hendriksen p. 5.] 

“The city had been founded by Philip, father of Alexander the Great. Philip had founded Philippi in 368 B.C. because there was no more strategic site in all Europe. There is a range of hills which divides Europe from Asia, east from west and just at Philippi that chain of hills dips into a pass so that the city commanded the road from Europe to Asia” [Note: _ The Daily Study Bible Series. “Philippians”, William Barclay p. 3.] 

“Philippi was located in eastern Macedonia in a plain E of Mount Pangaeus between the Strymon and Nestos Rivers. It was near the banks of a deep and rapid stream (Acts 16:13), the Gangites to the SE ran the Via Egnatia (Roman highway) over a very rocky ridge to the port of Neapolis (Acts 16:11-12). In ancient times, the city derived its importance from the fertile plain that it commanded, its strategic location and the gold mines in the mountains to the north”. [Note: _ The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible. “Philippi”, Volume M-P, p. 759.] 

B. Historical Background:

The original name of the city has been "Krenides" (the little fountains or springs), because of the many springs in the area. When Philip II, the father of Alexander the Great, seized the throne, the "Macedonia" that he ruled over was about the size of Maryland or Vermont. Immediately he began his quest for world conquest. He annexed the gold-region, and renamed the city of Krenides, “Philippi”, which means pertaining to Philip. The gold from the mines, which yielded more than one thousand talents a year, funded his military operations and was used to buy the loyalties of neighboring cities. “That no fortress was impregnable to whose walls an ass laden with gold could be driven”, is a statement commonly attributed to him. In 168 B.C. this city was annexed by the emerging Roman Empire. The survival and enlargement of the city is attributed to an event which took place here in the Autumn of 42 B.C. It was the historic battle between the forces of Brutus and Cassius, who had killed Julius Caesar in the hopes of restoring the Roman Republic, and the forces of Octavian (the eventual Caesar Augustus) and Mark Antony. Octavian and Antony were victorious and soon afterward the city of Philippi was made a Roman colony(Acts 16:12).

C. A Roman Colony:

Some eleven years following the above battle, the forces of Octavain defeated the forces of Antony at the battle of Actium (31 B.C.). “The city was enlarged by a colony of Roman veterans after the war. Augustus Caesar later opened up the city for supporters of Antony who had been stripped of their holdings in Italy” (Zond. Ency. p. 760).

Because it was a Roman colony, the citizens of Philippi enjoined certain privileges: It had a form of government which was independent of the provincial administration (Acts 16:35), that is the freedom from interference by the provincial governor. The citizens of Philippi had the full rights of Roman citizenship, such as freedom from scourging, from arrest except in extreme cases, and the right to appeal to the emperor. In addition, they enjoyed freedoms from certain taxes, and the right to acquire, hold, and transfer property.

D. The type of people who lived in Philippi:

“The Roman citizens naturally took great pride in being Romans. Their language was Latin. They loved to dress according to Roman style” (Hendriksen pp. 6,7).

“The population of Philippi consisted largely of Roman military personnel, either retired legionaries and officers who made it their permanent home or those who were stationed there on duty. They guarded their privileges jealously and resented any activity that might evoke official disapproval”. [Note: _ New Testament Times. Merrill C. Tenney pp. 255,256.] See Acts 16:20-23; Acts 16:35-39.

“The Macedonians, like the old Romans, were manly, straightforward, and affectionate. They were not skeptical like the philosophers of Athens, nor voluptuous like the Greeks of Corinth. Few Jews lived at Philippi, doubtless because it was a ‘military colony’. That is why there was no synagogue, but only the legally proper, ‘prayer-place’ outside the walls, by the river Gangites (Acts 16:13)”. [Note: _ Explore the Book. J. Sidlow Baxter pp. 181-182.] 

In this city we also find that some people were gripped by the preoccupation with the occult (Acts 16:16).

In view of this information many references in Acts 16:1-40 and the book of Philippians take on greater meaning:

His reference to the gospel penetrating the Praetorian guard (), would generate intense interest in a city made up of military families and veterans. The idea of "citzenship" (3:20), would be appreciated by such people, and Christians in this "priviledged" city needed to be reminded that an even more important citizenship existed than Roman citizenship. Obviously, the church in this city had encountered some suffering (1:27-30). Hendriksen points out: “Philippi being Roman to the core, had its imperial cult. It can be assumed that the non-Christian community who deified the emperor--exerted heavy pressure upon the Christians to join in this emperor-worship. Here in a Roman colony, more than almost anywhere else, there was a tendency to flatter Nero with divine titles and honors. Hence, it is in such an epistle as this that the glory of Christ, His full deity, is set forth (2:5-10)” (p. 8).
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I. Introductory greeting: 

II. His affection for them: 

A. Manifested in constant prayer: 

B. Because of their participation: 

C. Because they helped him in hard times: 

D. His affection is great: 

I. Paul"s prayer for them: 

II. Success and opposition in his imprisonment: 

III. To live is Christ, to die is gain: 

IV. An admonition to faithfulness: 

“He is in Rome. After his three long missionary journeys he has been arrested in Jerusalem and then imprisoned at Caesarea. Learning of a plot against his life and despairing of justice from the provincial governor, he has made his ‘appeal unto Caesar’, and finally has been brought to the Imperial City. While awaiting trial he has been allowed a considerable degree of freedom and permitted to communicate freely with his friends. From distant Philippi, at the hand of Epaphroditus, he has received a rich gift” (Erdman pp. 37-38). “In structure the letters which we find in the New Testament differ from those written today. Our letters end with the name of the sender. In Paul"s day that name was mentioned first. Then came the name of the person(s) addressed and the rest of the opening salutation. There followed, generally in the order given: the thanksgiving and/or prayer (often both), the body of the letter, and finally the concluding items; such as greetings, word of farewell or even a benediction” (Hendriksen p. 43).

In recent years it has become popular to claim that the New Testament letters were never intended to be viewed as authoritative documents for all Christians, but that they were simply "personal" letters between Christians. Unfortunately, the above theory contradicts the very content of these letters: The contents were the commands of God (1 Corinthians 14:37) They were intended for a wider audience than just the initial recipients (1 Corinthians 4:17). The doctrines that applied to one congregation, applied to all (1 Corinthians 7:17). Christians that did not submit to the instruction contained in these letters were withdrawn from (2 Thessalonians 3:6-14). The letters were to be circulated among other congregations (Colossians 4:16). The letters of the apostles were viewed as "Scripture" (2 Peter 3:15-16). The letters contained truths that would still be binding and valid at the last day (1 Corinthians 6:9; Galatians 5:21; Ephesians 5:5-6). The letters contained truths that were rooted in "Creation" (1 Timothy 2:11-13). The letters contained warnings and examples that were timeless in their application (1 Corinthians 10:1-12; 2 Peter 2:1-9). 

The substance of the prayers mentioned in is now disclosed. “Paul was a praying man. When the preacher Ananias was instructed to seek out Saul the persecutor, the Lord said, ‘for behold, he prayeth’ (Acts 9:11). The habit of prayer was not left uncultivated when Paul became a Christian. And his brethren were ever in his petitions to God. The apostle continually prays (present tense)” (Jackson p. 25).

Verse 1
Philippians 1:1 “Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus that are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons”

“Paul and Timothy”: “Originally known as ‘Saul’ (a Hebrew designation meaning asked for’), he came to be known as ‘Paul’ (a Greek name meaning ‘little’). The name ‘Timothy’ means ‘to honor God’, perhaps an indication of the hope that burned in the hearts of his mother and grandmother (cf. 2 Timothy 1:5)”. [Note: _ The Book of Philippians. Wayne Jackson p. 21] “With the exception of the letter to the Ephesians, the names of Paul and Timothy are mentioned together in all the so-called Imprisonment Letters which serves as an indication of the close association and intimate fellowship even at Rome.” [Note: _ The New International Commentary on the New Testament. "Philippians". Jac. J. Muller. p. 31] Three other earlier letters also include Timothy"s name (2 Corinthians 1:1; 1 Thessalonians 1:1; 2 Thessalonians 1:1). Paul is clearly the author of the letter, as is seen by the "I" references (1:3,6,8), and Timothy is mentioned because the church at Philippi knew him well (2:22 “you know of his proven worth”). Timothy had been with Paul when the church in Philippi was founded (Acts 16:1-3; Acts 16:10), and he had since probably visited them on more than one occasion (Acts 19:21-22; Acts 20:3-6). Paul was sending him to the Philippians once again (2:19-23) “Timothy, though not co-author, was in full-agreement with the message of the letter. Moreover, he was deeply interested in the Philippians” (Hendriksen p. 44).

“Servants”: A slave. Unlike some of the other letters, Paul does not stress his apostolic authority (Ephesians 1:1; Galatians 1:1; 2 Corinthians 1:1). Evidently the Philippian church did not have a problem with Paul"s status as a spokesman for God. “It is worthy of note here that Paul does not employ his title ‘apostle’ characteristic of several of the salutations in his other letters. He needs no ‘badge of authority’ with these dear beloved ones!” (Jackson p. 22). When Paul calls himself and Timothy "slaves" of Christ Jesus he is saying that Christ has purchased them (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). They no longer possess a "will" of their own (Galatians 2:20), and they are at the complete service of the Master and are prepared to obey all His commands (2 Corinthians 5:9). “On whom they are completely dependent and to whom they owned undivided allegiance” (Hendriksen p. 44). This “indicates their entire identification with Christ and His cause on earth, as well as their unconditional and dutiful service to Him as their Lord. This lowly and humble self-appellation, furthermore, is a renunciation of all self-importance and so the light is focused more intensely on Him Who alone is their Lord” (Muller pp. 33-34).

“Namely men who in all their work have no will of their own but only their Owner"s will and Word. That is why the Philippians will gladly read what these two men say” (Lenski p. 700). Servant was a common title for the great heroes found in the Old Testament (Deuteronomy 9:27; 1 Kings 8:53; Numbers 14:24). “When Paul takes this title, he humbly places himself in the succession of the prophets and of the great ones of God. The Christian"s slavery to Jesus Christ is no cringing subjection. As the Latin tag has it---to be His slave is to be a king” (Barclay p. 10). Barclay"s last comment is well stated, because the Christian who places the will of Christ ahead of their own will, gains mastery over self, which is the sweetest liberation of all. Hence the "slave" of Jesus Christ, is in effect the "master" over his own physical and mental desires. Serving Christ with a whole heart liberates one from serving self (Titus 3:3). 

“To all the saints”: To the entire congregation in this city. Paul knew that every Christian could understand the contents of this letter. “Saints”: Sacred, morally blameless and pure. Every Christian is a "saint", that is, set apart by the blood of Christ (Acts 20:28; Revelation 1:5-6; Revelation 5:9-10). “The process of ‘beautification’ and ‘canonization’ (as per Roman Catholic theology) are total strangers to the Bible” (Jackson p. 22). Even the most flagrant sinner can become a saint (1 Corinthians 6:9-11). When Christians are called "saints" it implies that we are set apart from the world (1 John 2:15) for a holy or sacred use. Our task now is to glorify God (1 Peter 2:9), to be engaged in good works (Ephesians 2:10; Titus 2:14) and to live like individuals who have been liberated from their sins (1 Peter 1:14; Romans 6:16). “A saint, then, is a person to whom the Lord has shown great favor and upon whom, accordingly, there rests a great responsibility. He who is a saint must remember that he has been called to be a saint” (Hendriksen p. 46). The purpose for becoming a Christian is to live a life dedicated to God"s cause (1 Corinthias 15:58; Titus 2:14). “In Christ Jesus”: Paul will use this expression over 164 times in his letters.

"Holiness" (being a saint) is the result of being "in Christ Jesus", but faith and baptism stand between one and being "in Christ" (Galatians 3:26-27). Therefore baptism stands between one and being a saint, that is, forgiven of the sins that one has committed (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16). Therefore, baptism is essential to salvation. This phrase excludes all who are not "in Christ Jesus". Anyone that refuses to come to Christ for salvation still has their sins and hence could not be referred to as a "saint". "Holy men" only can apply to those who are obedient to the will of God. Outside of Christ, it is impossible to be "holy" (Romans 8:1). Erdman makes a good comment concerning this phrase when he says, “He means to describe the closest union which can be conceived between the believer and his living Lord. For the true Christian, all plans and purposes, all activities, all hopes are in Christ Jesus” (p. 42).

“Bishops”: The Greek term here is episkopos, and the same word is translated “overseer”. "Bishops" (plural) where over this congregation and not "the Bishop". The New Testament always places a plurality of "bishops” or “overseers" over each congregation (Acts 14:23; Acts 20:28). In addition, such men only presided over the congregation of which they were actual members (1 Peter 5:1-3). The concept of one bishop over a plurality of congregations is foreign to the New Testament. The bishops are also called elders or pastors, compare with Acts 20:17; Acts 20:28; Titus 1:5-7; and 1 Peter 5:1-3. Contrary to the modern religious tradition of celibate bishops or women bishops, the word of God is clear, the bishop had to be a married man (Titus 1:5-7).

Some commentators argue that these church "offices" evolved, but that is contrary to the facts. Long before 1 Timothy or Titus were written (books which contain the specific qualifications for bishops and written around 63 A.D., we find bishops, overseers, elders, and pastors in Acts 11:27-30 (44 A.D.); 14:23 (44-50 A.D.); 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 (52 A.D.); Acts 20:17-38 (57-58 A.D.). “The current denominational distinction between "bishops", "elders", and "pastors" is a post-apostolic departure from the faith” (Jackson p. 22). “Paul and his colleagues encouraged the development of qualities of leadership in the churches that they planted” (Bruce p. 27). We should really listen to that last comment. The Apostles stressed the need for elders in each congregation (Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5), and they stressed the need for members to properly respect them (Hebrews 13:17; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13). Erdman demonstrates how denominational commentators can be mixed up on the simplest of points, he says “From this one office with its different functions various offices have been developed. In some communions the ‘bishop’ has been assigned oversight of a group of churches, while the ‘presbyter’, or ‘priest’, has been given the leadership of the individual congregation. In other communions the ‘bishop’, or ‘pastor’, or ‘minister’, is given the functions of preaching and of conducting the public worship, and is designated as a clergyman, while the ‘elders’ are regarded as laymen and, in cooperation with the ‘pastor’, act as the spiritual rulers of the local church” (pp. 43-44).

“Deacons”: “The etymology of the word is uncertain; it may suggest ‘raising a dust by hastening’” (Jackson p. 22). See 1 Timothy 3:8-13. “Service or ministering to others, lies at the heart of the word” (Hawthorne p. 9). “When, about fifty years later, Polycarp wrote to the Philippian church, it was still administered by a plurality of leaders, to whom he refers as ‘elders’ (To the Philippians 6:1; 11:1)” (Bruce p. 28).

Verse 2
Philippians 1:2 “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ”

“Grace”: God"s unmerited favor, and since these people are "in Christ Jesus", such grace is available to them (Ephesians 1:3). “Peace”: “But it never means a negative peace, never simply the absence of trouble. It means total well-being, everything that makes for a man"s highest good” (Barclay p. 12). “Grace expressing God"s love to man, and peace the condition resulting there from” (Vincent p. 416). “From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ”: “There is no grace except in God, and no real peace except that which flows from God” (Muller p. 36). We should note that real peace is impossible without the grace of God. As long as our sins remain unforgiven, real peace is an impossibility (Ephesians 2:13-14). Since Jesus is connected with the giving of these spiritual gifts, including the grace of God, it infers that Jesus is also a Divine Being. Of course, the word "Lord" is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew word "Jehovah".

Paul’s Thanksgiving: 

Verse 3
Philippians 1:3 “I thank my God upon all my remembrance of you”

“I thank”: “Is in the present tense, denoting his constant gratitude for these beloved saints” (Jackson p. 23). “My God”: Which indicates a very close personal relationship (Acts 27:23 “of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve”). “The apostle stands alone before his God in prayer. The joint relationship with Timothy that was so apparent in the salutation has disappeared” (Hawthorne p. 15). Compare with Romans 1:8 and 1 Corinthians 1:4. Is our relationship with God of such a quality that we could freely and comfortably refer to God as "my” God? “Upon all my remembrance of you”: “Every recollection that I have of you is a cause of thankfulness to God” (TCNT). “Every time I think of you” (Muller p. 39).

“It is a lovely thing when, as Ellicott puts it, remembrance and gratitude are bound up together. In our personal relationships it is a great thing to have nothing but happy memories; and that was how Paul was with the Christians at Philippi. To remember brought no regrets, only happiness” (Barclay p. 13). “Friendship has ever been regarded rightfully as a priceless gift. Even the most masterful and courageous of men have felt in their hearts a constant hunger for human sympathy and love. Such a man was Paul. Probably many strong and tender ties had been severed by his sudden conversion from Judaism to Christianity. His affections sought new channels and henceforth were poured out upon his fellow believers” (Erdman p. 46). Let us live in such a way that other Christians can fondly remember us in their prayers to God as well. Let us strive to never be a cause of grief or heartache to any other child of God.

Verse 4
Philippians 1:4 “always in every supplication of mine on behalf of you all making my supplication with joy”

“Always in every”: “Note his use of always, every, and for you all. These expressions suggest the ‘overflowings of a full heart’” (Jackson p. 23). Paul practiced what he preached (1 Thessalonians 5:16-17; Ephesians 6:18; Romans 12:12 “devoted to prayer”). “Supplication”: A petition, request or prayer. “On behalf of you all”: Even though this church was "sound" and had caused him a tremendous amount of joy; spiritual needs always exist. There were imperfections (1:9-11; 2:2,4,14-15; 4:2) and dangers (3:2,18-19). In addition, Paul prayed for all and not just a certain group of friends. As one writer said concerning Paul, “He hates cliques or unnecessary dissensions (cf. Philippians 4:2 and see also 1 Corinthians 1:12-13; 1 Corinthians 3:4; 1 Corinthians 11:21)” (Hendriksen p. 46). “Paul knowing what the Philippians have need of--unity, humility, mutual concern----prays for them. The Philippians, on the other hand, knowing what Paul needs--release from prison-prays for him (1:19). There exists then between the apostle and his beloved congregation a mutual understanding and affection, which prompts each to plead that God will meet the particular needs of the other. Intercession indeed is the fundamental response of love within the brotherhood of believers” (Hawthorne p. 17). “With joy”: “In contrast to many other churches, the Philippian church gave Paul almost unmixed joy as he contemplated it. Evidently it harbored neither such subversive teaching as had earlier found its way into the churches of Galatia nor such ethical libertinism as was defended by some members of the Corinthian church” (Bruce p. 31). “Often he prayed for his brethren with deep grief and tears, but not so for this devoted church”. [Note: _ A Commentary on the New Testament Epistles. "Philippians". David Lipscomb p. 157.] Even though Paul was under arrest, he could always find something for which to be grateful. Unfortunately, many of us allow life"s little disappointments (which Paul had 1:15) to overshadow the real spiritual successes that surround us. What was "wrong" with the church, did not occupy the sum-total of Paul"s thoughts.

Verse 5
Philippians 1:5 “for your fellowship in furtherance of the gospel from the first day until now”

“For”: “In view of” (NASV). “What calls forth his grateful joy more particularly here is the energetic wholeheartedness with which the Philippian Christians had cooperated with him in the gospel since first he visited their city” (Bruce p. 31). “Fellowship”: Partnership and participation. “In furtherance of the gospel”: This "fellowship” included financial assistance (; 2 Corinthians 11:8-9), but it included more than this. “It certainly refers to their sympathy, common faith with Paul in the truths he had taught them, common sufferings they had endured for the truth, and the watchful interest with which they followed him and the prayers in his behalf, and the contributions sent to him” (Lipscomb p. 158). We must come to terms with the truth that the gospel cannot be furthered without the cooperation from God"s own people. The gospel will not preach itself, and neither will it travel on its own. When one becomes a Christian one is making the commitment to do one’s part to further the gospel message and support those who "do the leg work". The primary work of the Church is to proclaim the truth (1 Timothy 3:15). “From the first day until now”: The congregation in this city had existed from around 52 A.D. For the last ten years this congregation had faithfully backed Paul, even when he was not preaching to them personally.

As soon as the first person in Philippi (Lydia) had been converted she welcomed Paul and his companions into her home (Acts 16:14-15). The same was true of the Jailer (Acts 16:19-34). Seriously consider the zeal, unselfishness and commitment of this congregation. As soon as Paul had left Philippi for the very next town on his second journey, not one, but two separate contributions arrived from this congregation (Philippians 4:16). On this same journey, while at Corinth more money came in (2 Corinthians 11:9). “The recent heroic mission of Epaphroditus, who had risked his very life in the interest of the good cause (2:25)” (Hendriksen). Their love went deeper than just Paul, they loved the gospel! They gave beyond their means to help the needy saints in Jerusalem (2 Corinthians 8:1-5). When they gave it was given freely, cheerfully and sacrificially (2 Corinthians 8:2-5). “It was not a matter of fleeting impulse but of lasting principle. The very phrase ‘from the first day until present’ stresses perseverance in spite of all obstacles. The prayers, the sympathies, the testimonies, the willingness to make a pecuniary contribution, all these had never ceased. The Philippians had not lost their first love during this entire decade” (Hendriksen pp. 53-54).

We are at times quick to forget that this church did not have a "large church budget" (2 Corinthians 8:1-5). What the members of a congregation make is not as important as their attitude toward giving and their dedication to spreading the gospel message. Giving is not a problem when members are "sold" on the importance of people hearing the gospel. This verse also reveals something about "fellowship". "Fellowship" is always "in" something. It does not constitute a separate category of it"s own. Very simply, fellowship is "participation" in something. The "something" is always mentioned in the verse or context (Ephesians 5:11). If I do not "participate" in the local congregation, use my talents, financially support the work, and so on, then I do not really have fellowship, do I? I only have fellowship in the local church to the extent that I am willing to participate.

Verse 6
Philippians 1:6 “being confident of this very thing, that he who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Jesus Christ”

“Being confident”: “Being persuaded’ (Rhm). “For of this I am quite sure” (TCNT). “Of this I am fully persuaded” (Mon). “This confidence began long ago and still continues” (Lenski p. 709). “Of this very thing”: Which is mentioned in the next phrase. “That he who began a good work in you”: God had began a good work in the Philippians at their conversion.

“The word ‘confident’ is a perfect tense--which suggests that due to past experiences, Paul abides in a state of confidence regarding the fruition of the Lord"s work” (Jackson p. 24). This is not a confidence based on "pure emotional hype", rather “The constancy of their fellowship and labor gave to the apostle a personal certainty that the work would be continued” (Lipscomb p. 158). Neither is this a "once saved, always saved", or Paul"s confidence in the "perseverance of the saints". Paul clearly taught that true Christians could become unfaithful (Galatians 5:4). Yet their past (and up to the present) record is a good indication that they were serious about serving God and would continue to do so, especially in the light of the fact that this faithful service had been given even during a time of persecution (1:27-30). Compare with Hebrews 6:9-10.

“Will perfect it”: To execute, accomplish, or finish. “Until the day of Jesus Christ”: Which would be the final day or judgment day (; 1 Thessalonians 5:2; 2 Peter 3:10). “The words ‘began’ and ‘perfect’ are technical terms suggesting the beginning and completion of a sacrifice. He may be saying that God, through their sacrificial labors, will bring His work in Europe to ripe completion. The tremendous impact of the gospel throughout the entire Western world is evidence of the fact that Paul"s confidence in the Lord"s work in Europe was not in vain. And the implication seems to be that the effect of their great work will abide until the end of time!” (Jackson p. 24). “Paul envisioned that the good work, which God started and which was now being carried on by the Philippians (the furtherance of the gospel), would reach its completion at the day of Christ Jesus. That is to say, Paul was certain that the Philippians would never waiver in their generosity, and would never cease sharing their good gifts to help spread the gospel. Knowing the Philippians, he was confident that when their ‘work’ was examined it would be pronounced ‘good’” (Hawthorne pp. 21-22). Contrary to some commentators who advocate that Paul believed that Jesus was coming within lifetimes of first century Christians, Paul most emphatically states, in one of his very first letters, that he does not know when Jesus is coming again (1 Thessalonians 5:1-2). Paul expects the Philippians to remain faithful to the end of the world or the end of their lives.

Verse 7
Philippians 1:7 “even as it is right for me to be thus minded on behalf of you all, because I have you in my heart, inasmuch as, both in my bonds and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers with me of grace”

“Even as it is right for me to be thus minded on behalf of you all”: “And I am justified in having this confidence” (Wey). “And I have a right to think this way about you” (Wms). “For this disposition on his part the apostle does not claim any special credit. He says, ‘It is right (morally obligatory) for me to be thus minded (or disposed)’” (Hendriksen p. 56). “His joy over them, his confident expectation of their constant fidelity, are feelings on his part that are justly and rightly due them. To have such thoughts about the Philippians is just as it should be for Paul, and just as the Philippians would have expected of him” (Hawthorne p. 22).

“Because I have you in my heart”: “Continually has (present tense) them in his heart. They are the very center of his affections” (Jackson p. 24). Something is seriously wrong in our spirituality if we have a very weak desire to be with other Christians (Hebrews 10:24-25). “Inasmuch as”: “Since” (NASV). “Whether” (Wms). The following is what had endeared the Philippians to Paul, and demonstrates why Paul had to feel this way about these brethren. 

“Both in my bonds and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers with me”: The word defense refers to a verbal defense. “A defense against the attacks which come from outside” (Barclay p. 17). “Is the regular term for what the defendant pleads in a court trial or before a judge” (Lenski p. 713) (Acts 22:1; Acts 25:16).

Paul was in Rome to appear before the highest court in the first century world, that is to appear before Caesar. Paul was prepared to give a verbal speech in defense of the gospel that he preached. Every Christian is expected by God to be prepared to defend what they believe (1 Peter 3:15). This infers that the gospel message can be defended with logical arguments, evidence, and Old Testament Scripture. Plenty of ammunition exists for the Christian to use. ”The gospel is never defended with carnal weapons (cf. Ephesians 6:10 ff; 2 Corinthians 10:3-6), but by persuasive evidence and logical argument. The battle is for the minds of men. Those who support defenders of the truth are partakers with them in the fray!” (Jackson pp. 24-25).

“Confirmation”: “He had defended the gospel by removing doubts and suspicions, and had confirmed it by setting forth its meaning positively” (Hendriksen p. 57). “The gospel message is not merely a philosophy of life; it is a historical system, grounded in miraculous phenomena that confirmed its validity (cf. Mark 16:17-20; Hebrews 2:3), which demands human attention and acceptance” (Jackson p. 25). “Of the gospel”: “The fate of his person was of the least concern to Paul, the fate of the gospel was everything” (Lenski p. 713). See Acts 20:24; Acts 21:13. “Ye are all partakers with me”: “We have shared together the blessings of God” (Tay).

“And the Philippians had shown that they were deeply concerned in all this. They had prayed for Paul. They had sympathized with him in his experiences--were not their own experiences similar? Were not they engaged in the same conflict? See on Philippians 1:29-30. And they had even sent their personal representative to him with a gift in order to assist him in every possible manner (Philippians 2:25; Philippians 4:10-14; Philippians 4:18). At this point we should note: Some contend that the church in Philippi acted as a Sponsoring Church, that is, a congregation that received funds from other congregations and then distributing them to Paul. The question arises (besides “What Scripture(s) actually teaches such a concept?” “Why did Paul fail to express his gratitude for any other congregations in this verse?” It sure looks like Philippi is getting all the credit for the contributions they sent Paul. Was Paul ignorant that most of the money had come from other congregations? Clearly, the church in Philippi was not some sort of “sponsoring church”, rather they were sending to Paul only the funds that came from the members in Philippi.

“Of this grace”: “In the Greek text, ‘grace’ is accompanied by the article, thus, ‘the grace’. This may denote the system of grace, i.e., the gospel plan, in which they were common sharers” (Jackson p. 25). It is a privilege to support the spread of the gospel message. Paul viewed all of the above as something in which he had been allowed by the unmerited favor of God to participate. Human beings do not deserve to be able to preach the gospel, but God"s unmerited favor "allows" us. All Christians need to realize that we are reading a message that we did not deserve to hear.

Verse 8
Philippians 1:8 “For God is my witness, how I long after you all in the tender mercies of Christ Jesus”

“For God is my witness”: “How deep that love is Paul indicates by an affirmation so emphatic as to take the form of a solemn oath” (Erdman p. 50). “He now shows that this is no exaggeration because it is important that the Philippians shall know how ardently he loves them. The apostle appeals to the God who cannot lie and who judges the hearts of men” (Hendriksen p. 57). “When we can learn to think, and feel, and act as our Lord would, we have captured the spirit of what Christianity is about” (Jackson p. 25). “He had not forgotten, he had not grown cold; his love had not lessened” (Lenski p. 715). “Walking at He walked (1 John 2:6) involves ‘feeling’ as Christ felt, thinking as Christ thought, viewing life and brethren in the exact same way as He would view and treat them. "Christ living in" you (Galatians 2:20), being dead to self, means that you are so in tune with the will of Christ and that you express the very same feelings and emotions that He would express in a similar situation. "This precious paragraph in which Paul expresses his joyful gratitude for his Christian companions indicates that the strongest bonds of friendship are those which are formed by fellowship in Christian service. There are other ties by which hearts are united. Some are due to common interests and sympathies and mental attitudes. However, those which are most sacred and abiding are those which are due to a common relationship with Christ, and to an earnest cooperation in work undertaken for his sake. Then again, this glowing paragraph reminds us that friendships need to be purified. Much that is selfish and unworthy is often mistaken for love. When, however, one realizes the love of Christ, when one seeks to know the mind of Christ, when one is submissive to the will of Christ, then human affections are ennobled and strengthened” (Erdman pp. 50-51).

“How I long after you all”:”Yearn over you all” (TCNT). ‘How my love goes out to you” (Bas). “Tender Mercies”: “Literally, ‘in the bowels’ as the seat of the affections” (Robertson p. 437). “Of Christ Jesus”: “With the affection of Christ Jesus Himself” (Mof). “It is an utterly selfless affection” (Bruce p. 35). “Paul"s love is patterned after (cf. Philippians 2:5) Christ"s love” (Hendriksen p. 58).

Verse 9
Philippians 1:9 “And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and all discernment”

“That your love”: For God and others (Matthew 22:37-39). “May abound”: To superabound, be in excess, and excel. “Present active subjunctive may keep on overflowing” (Robertson p. 437). ‘Yet more and more”: “Grow yet stronger and stronger” (TCNT). “It is interesting to note that Paul does not qualify or limit this love for which he prays by adding an object to it--it is not love for others, nor for each other, nor yet their love for him (merely). In effect, Paul prays that the Philippians increasingly may be persons characterized by love, even as God their Father, is himself characterized by love (cf. 1 John 4:3). Paul knows that if the love they already possess increases steadily and continues to abound it will overflow into deeds of kindness; wrong attitudes and actions toward each other will disappear and the problems at Philippi will be resolved (2:3,4; 4:2,3)” (Hawthorne pp. 25-26). Paul expects steady growth among Christians. No bare minimum service here! (1 Corinthians 15:58; 1 Thessalonians 4:10 “But we urge you, brethren, to excel still more”; 2 Peter 1:8; 2 Peter 3:18). Since the Christian never reaches perfection, it is only logical that spiritual improvement is always expected of every child of God (3:12-17). “Since they are already abounding, Paul"s desire is that no decline may ever set in but steady, healthy increase. For in every congregation, even also in the case of the best members in it, this is the mark of virile spiritual life” (Lenski p. 717).

“Knowledge”: Full discernment. The knowledge mentioned here denotes a deeper and more advanced knowledge. This "love" is to be properly channeled or regulated by a full and deep level of knowledge and discernment in spiritual truth (1 Corinthians 13:6). “All discernment”: “Refined spiritual insight, perception to separate right from wrong” (Jackson p. 25). “The delicate spiritual perception (Hebrews 5:14)” (Robertson p. 436). “Discernment selects, classifies, and applies what is furnished by knowledge” (Vincent p. 418). “This is the ability to make proper moral decisions in the midst of a vast array of differing and difficult choices that are constantly presenting themselves to the Christian” (Hawthorne p. 27).

Knowledge without the proper motive is empty and dangerous (1 Corinthians 8:1; 1 Corinthians 13:1-3), but just as useless and dangerous is love without the right knowledge. “Nothing perhaps is more harmful than the easy good nature which is willing to tolerate everything; and this is often mistaken for the Christian frame of mind. Love must fasten itself on the things which are worth loving, and it cannot do so unless it is wisely directed” (Hawthorne p. 26). “Paul insists that we are not to be the creatures of circumstance; nor are we to be ruled by impulse and desire. Love must itself be wise and discriminating. It is not to be confused with unregulated and selfish passion. It is not to be blinded by false reasoning” (Erdman p. 52). “Love should be judicious...it is the ability of mind and heart to separate not only the good from the bad, but also the important from the unimportant. A person who possesses love but lacks discernment may reveal a great deal of eagerness and enthusiasm. He may donate to all kinds of causes yet he may be doing more harm than good. Also, such an individual may at times be mislead doctrinally” (Hendriksen p. 60) (Romans 10:1-3). “Love as a mere sentimental, unguided emotion, is not a virtue applauded in the Scriptures. Love must be educated. How very valuable, therefore, is Paul"s counsel, even in this age, when ‘love’ is frequently seen as an acceptable substitute for soundness in doctrine” (Jackson pp. 25-26).

Verse 10
Philippians 1:10 “so that ye may approve the things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and void of offence unto the day of Christ” 

“So that”: Here are the positive benefits of such an intelligent love. “Paul prays that the Philippian"s love may be a controlled and developing love for two reasons: That they might know how to make the best choices possible and that they themselves might be the best people possible” (Hawthorne p. 27). “Approve”: To discern, examine, prove. “This may mean either ‘to test or examine, to prove by testing’ as one would assay metals or test the genuineness of coins or ‘to accept as proved’ hence ‘to approve’” (Hawthorne p. 27). “Present tense; keep on putting to the test” (Jackson p. 26). Often the Christian is commanded to "approve" (test, examine) certain things (1 Thessalonians 5:21-22; 1 John 4:1; 2 Corinthians 8:8; 2 Corinthians 13:5). “It goes without saying that all ‘testing’ is to be done in the light of the inspired biblical documents!” (Jackson p. 26). 

“Things that are excellent”: What is of more value. “Enabling you to have a sense of what is vital” (Mof). “So that you may always approve the better things” (Wms). “That you may learn to prize what is of value” (Knox). “When so many competing forms of doctrine and ways of life are presented for acceptance (as they certainly were in the eastern Mediterranean world of the first century)” (Bruce p. 37). True discernment is absolutely necessary, for not all views and opinions are equally valid. We must be careful, lest we place great emphasis on the wrong things (Matthew 23:23). Even religious people can get mixed up on what is really important (Micah 6:6-8). Moral problems and dilemmas will constantly come our way and we must be prepared to distinguish between right and wrong (Hebrews 5:14; 1 Corinthians 10:13). “That ye may be”: Here is another positive benefit of such discerning and intelligent love. When Christians get mixed up on what is really important, when they start "swallowing camels and straining at gnats" (Matthew 23:23-24), they cease to be blameless. They become stumbling-blocks to those who are trying to find the truth. “The prayer, then, is that the Philippians, their faculties having been trained to prefer the good to the evil, and the essential to the trivial” (Hendriksen p. 61). “Sincere”: Judged by sunlight, tested as genuine, and pure. “People who are genuine through and through” (Lenski p. 719). “Transparency of character or perfect openness towards God” (Erdman p. 53). “Paul"s goal for the Philippians is that they may be people of sincerity, honesty, cleanness of mind, who live lives that are transparent before God and other people” (Hawthorne p. 28).

“Void of offence”: “Blameless”(NASV). “Not causing others to stumble” (Robertson p. 437). Or without causing yourself to stumble. “It pictures either a person who carefully avoids putting anything in another"s way that would cause that person to trip and fall, or one who is equally careful to avoid tripping over obstacles that may be placed in his own way” (Hawthorne p. 28). “Unto the day of Christ”: The judgment day. Intelligent love enables one to live in such a way that one does not turn other people off from the truth or lead them astray. One cannot stand blameless at the judgment, if one is not striving for such now. “They cannot be so on that day unless they lead pure and blameless lives here and now” (Bruce p. 37).

Verse 11
Philippians 1:11 “being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are through Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God”

“Being filled”: Here is another positive result of such intelligent love. “The Philippians are now graphically pictured as trees loaded down with, bearing a full crop of good fruit” (Hawthorne p. 29). Being filled suggests an abundance of fruit, again the idea of "bare minimum service" is found to be a false doctrine. See (Psalms 1:3; Jeremiah 17:5-8; John 15:2-6). “Fruits of righteousness”: Compare with the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23), see also James 3:18. “Such a pure and faultless character will naturally express itself in deeds of helpfulness and service. Fruitful lives should be the visible outcome of wise and discerning love” (Erdman p. 54). The inference is that we must be bearing such fruit now if we are to stand approved before God at the last day (1:10). “Which are through Jesus Christ”: This infers that such conduct is not possible by unaided human reason. “Unto the glory and praise of God”: The ultimate purpose in living the Christian life (Matthew 5:16; Ecclesiastes 12:12-13). “God must be magnified. His virtues must be extolled” (Hendriksen p. 63). Thus the "good church" is that congregation committed to the exaltation and praise of God and not individual personalities. God is glorified when we are motivated by an intelligent love and the results or fruit of such are seen in our lives. Unfruitful Christians don"t glorify God, rather they are the best ammunition against the Church that the secular world has.

Paul’s circumstances in Rome

Verse 12
Philippians 1:12 “Now I would have you know, brethren, that the things which happened unto me have fallen out rather unto the progress of the gospel”

“Now I would have you know”: “Since the Philippians are so anxious about Paul, he makes no delay in the letter. He tells about it right here. But while all centers on his own person, on his fate, acquittal or condemnation, Paul merges all in the gospel” (Lenski p. 721). “In all probability this optimism was not wholly shared by those whom Paul addresses. The church at Philippi was on tenterhooks. ‘What is going to happen to Paul; will he be condemned or will he be acquitted?’ ‘Too bad for him and for the cause of the gospel, this imprisonment!’ That was what many people were thinking” (Hendriksen p. 67). “Have fallen out rather”: “It strikes us that Paul does not speak of himself, or enlarge upon his experiences, but has in mind only the cause of the gospel. Even during and in spite of his imprisonment, all is well, for the gospel is being advanced. And to him that is the only thing that matters” (Muller p. 49). “Progress”: Advancement. “The word which is specially used for the progress of an army or an expedition. It is the verb which is used for cutting away the trees and the undergrowth, and removing the barriers which would hinder the progress of an army. Paul"s imprisonment, so far from shutting the door, opened the door to new spheres of work and activity, into which he would never otherwise have penetrated” (Barclay p. 20). “Paul"s imprisonment, rather than hindering the gospel, had actually cleared the way for its further proclamation” (Jackson p. 29) (Romans 8:28).

He was a man of tireless activity. He had goals of spreading the gospel further west into Spain (Romans 15:24), and he was eager to revisit the churches he had founded, but all of this had been put on hold by this imprisonment. Such an imprisonment had dragged on for a couple of years. Another man might have become extremely frustrated and bitter, yet Paul realized that opportunities to spread the gospel are always present when one is around other people. In this letter there is not the slightest hint of discouragement, disappointment or bitterness. In fact, this prisoner is trying to encourage people who are not in prison! We often think that it takes "ideal" or very favorable circumstances to spread the gospel or convert others. God reveals otherwise. The gospel is the power of God unto salvation (Romans 1:16) and it can spread and convict the hearts of men and women, even in hard or very limited circumstances (1 Thessalonians 1:6 “having received the word in much tribulation”). 

Verse 13
Philippians 1:13 “so that my bonds became manifest in Christ throughout the whole praetorian guard, and to all the rest”

“So that”: Paul now names the positive results of his imprisonment. “My bonds became manifest in Christ”: “My imprisonment in the cause of Christ” (NASV). “For everyone around here, including all the soldiers over at the barracks, know my chains are simply because I am a Christian” (Tay). “Praetorian guard”: Either refers to the soldiers that formed the Praetorian guard or the barracks or camp of this guard. This basically refers to the same thing, that is, all these soldiers realized that Paul was a prisoner because he proclaimed the gospel. “This was a body of ten thousand picked soldiers who served as the emperor"s body guards. They stayed in a fortified camp on the northeast side of Rome” (Jackson p. 30).

“There is no virtue in mere imprisonment per se; there is, however, great blessing in tribulation for Christ (cf. 1 Peter 4:14-16)” (Jackson p. 30). The book of Acts ends with Paul in Rome. We learn that he was under house arrest and that a soldier guarded him (Acts 28:16). “It was natural that the soldier (relieved by a comrade every four hours or so) should be a member of the imperial bodyguard. News about this extraordinary prisoner would naturally spread through the praetorian barracks” (Bruce p. 41). We also learn that Paul was permitted to have visitors (Acts 28:17-31 “and was welcoming all who came to him, preaching the kingdom of God with all openness, unhindered”). Thus over time these various soldiers that guarded Paul heard the gospel message. As one writer pointed out, who really was the "captive"? Everyday Paul would have several Roman soldiers as a captive audience. “His imprisonment had opened the way for preaching the gospel to the finest regiment in the Roman army” (Barclay p. 22). “It is not difficult to imagine that at first they listened with a measure of disdain or hardly listened at all. But after a while they became interested, and then enthusiastic. And what they learned they began to spread. ‘We are guarding a very remarkable prisoner’. And so the news spread, from guard to guard, to the families of the guards, to Caesar"s household” (Hendriksen p. 69).

We often forget that we need to allow people to decide if they are interested or not in the gospel. Our job is simply to share it with everyone we can. “Yes, even these hardened soldiers, these rude legionaries, who presumably would be the very last to be affected in any way by the gospel, were deeply moved by what they saw, heard and felt in the presence of Paul” (Hendriksen p. 69). A great lesson needs to be learned here. Often we tend to stop talking about "religious things" when we know that others are listening, such as when a waitress is refilling our coffee cup. Like Paul, we need to talk about the gospel, no matter who is listening. We need to proclaim it with boldness, and we need to speak freely about the things of God, even when non-Christians are present. We often forget that "what" these soldiers heard was books like Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and Phlippians being dictated, and they heard the contents of some New Testament books, before anyone else did. 

“And to all the rest”: “The inhabitants of Rome in general. Paul"s case and, even better, Christ"s cause, became ‘the talk of the town’” (Hendriksen p. 69).

Verse 14
Philippians 1:14 “and that most of the brethren in the Lord, being confident through my bonds, are more abundantly bold to speak the word of God without fear”

“And that”: The second positive benefit of his imprisonment. “Most of the brethren in the Lord”: Notice the word "most". There will always be members who never get with the program, but Paul focuses on the faithful, not the unfaithful. Unfortunately, we often allow our minds to become discouraged by a small unfaithful minority. “In the Lord”: The only "brethren" we have are those "in the Lord". “Being confident through my bonds”: “There is a contagion of courage and passion” (Erdman p. 60). “When Paul arrived in their city as a prisoner for the gospel"s sake, some of them perhaps wondered how safe it would be for them to be known as those who professed the same faith as he did” (Bruce p. 41). Paul informs the Philippians that God"s cause was not suffering in Rome. He might be in prison, but his imprisonment had only inspired more Christians to take the gospel to the streets. “There were those who loved him; and, when they saw him in prison, they redoubled their efforts to spread the gospel, so that it would lose nothing because of Paul"s imprisonment. They knew that the best way to delight his heart was to see that the work did not suffer because of his unavoidable absence” (Barclay p. 23). “More abundantly bold to speak the word of God without fear”: “Now venture with far greater freedom to speak of God"s Message fearlessly” (TCNT). “This message had even become the theme for discussion without restraint, the topic of ordinary conversation and talk, and this now far more than ever before” (Hendriksen p. 70).

His rivals and friends: 

Philippians 1:15 “Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and some also of good will”

“Some indeed”: Hendriksen points out, “It should be borne in mind that there was a church in Rome long before Paul arrived there. It can scarcely be doubted, therefore, that certain preachers in Rome had attained a degree of prominence among the brothers. With the arrival of Paul and especially with the spreading of his fame throughout the city () is it easy to understand that these leaders were beginning to lose some of their former prestige. Their names were no longer mentioned so often” (pp. 71-72). “Preach Christ”: The content of their preaching was sound (1:18). They were teaching the truth, but with wrong motives. Jackson reminds us that to “preach Christ” involves preaching His will (Acts 8:35-37; John 12:48). “The New Testament knows nothing of the popular concept. ‘Proclaim the Man, but not the Plan’” (p. 31). “Even of envy and strife”: “Out of jealousy and opposition” (TCNT). “What sort of heart would be displeased because Paul was winning many to Christ?” (Jackson p. 31). The word envy includes the ideas of ill-will, jealousy and spite, while the term strife carries the ideas of quarreling and contention. Even all "sound" preachers do not preach from the right motives. I can preach the truth, but if I do not preach from pure motives, other"s will be profited, but I will not (1 Corinthians 13:1-3; Matthew 6:1-4). “And some of good will”: That is, good will towards Paul. This also means that genuine and true Christians exist. 

Verse 16
Philippians 1:16 “the latter do it out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel”

“The latter do it out of love”: Men that have goodwill towards Paul are men motivated by a love for God and love for others. This infers that the other group was motivated by a self-interest. “Knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel”: “They recognized that God had sent him to Rome for this very purpose, his impending opportunity to defend the gospel before Caesar"s tribunal. If Paul, despite his restrictions, was promoting the interests of the gospel, those people of goodwill could do no less” (Bruce p. 44). “Knowing”: This is an intelligent love. “It was not, though, a mere emotional attachment to the apostle; no, they loved ‘knowing’ that Paul was set for the defense of the gospel!” (Jackson p. 31). “Set”: “Set or appointed” (P.P. Comm. p. 4). “Set or destined” (Muller p. 54). “Thus supporting that Paul and his supporters recognized that it was due to the providence of God that he had been ‘appointed’ to these circumstances” (Jackson p. 31). Note: True love is not blind, "love" saw the real picture here, Paul"s imprisonment was part of God"s overall plan to spread the gospel. Since Paul is God"s instrument to bring the gospel before the very highest in the Roman government, these Christians will lovingly cooperate with God"s plan. But hate, envy and self-interest are blind! Paul"s rival"s, preachers motivated by self, were completely blind to all of the above.

“Defense”: These Christians did not begrudge Paul for the authority he exercised, the miraculous gifts he possessed or the fame he was gaining, because they realized that he was God"s messenger to defend the gospel before the highest court in the land. In a sense every Christian must be prepared to defend the gospel (1 Peter 3:15). 

Verse 17
Philippians 1:17 “but the other proclaim Christ of faction, not sincerely, thinking to raise up affliction for me in my bonds”

“But”: In contrast to those motivated by love and goodwill. “Faction”: “It came to describe self-seeking and selfish ambition, which was out to advance itself and did not care to what methods it stooped to attain its ends. So there were those who preached the harder now that Paul was in prison, for his imprisonment seemed to present them with a heaven-sent opportunity to advance their own influence and prestige and lessen his” (Barclay p. 23). This verse should make all preachers and teachers seriously consider their motives, seeing that one can preach the truth and teach sound doctrine for all the wrong reasons. Even in the church, a man can be preaching solely for the human praise he receives. Someone once asked a young preacher, “Do you love to preach to people?” The young man answered with an energetic, “I sure do!” Then he was asked the next question, “But do you love the people that you preach to?” “Not sincerely”: “Not with pure intent” (ABUV). They may have started preaching from pure motives. “They crave honor and prestige, at least they have permitted this motive to crowd the nobler incentives into a corner” (Hendriksen p. 72). “Thinking to raise up affliction for me in my bonds”: “Imagining that they are making my imprisonment harder to bear” (Gspd). “The news of what they were doing, they thought (and hoped) would fill Paul with chagrin and frustration” (Bruce p. 44). “They are determined to rub salt into the apostle"s wounds! Can you imagine brethren so consumed with envy and self-interest?” (Jackson p. 32). The reason they "imagined" such, is because they thought that Paul was filled with the same type of motives, as filled them. They thought that Paul was just as "jealous" as they were, but how little did they understand the man whom they intended to inflict.

Verse 18
Philippians 1:18 “What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretence or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and therein I rejoice, yea, and will rejoice”

“What then?” “What about it” (Lenski p. 732). “Such being the case, how does it affect me?” (Vincent p. 422). “What is my feeling about this?” (Jackson p. 32). “Whether in pretence or in truth”: “From false motives or honest ones” (Gspd). “For ulterior ends or honestly” (Mof). “Christ is proclaimed”: That is a very important detail. Paul could never tolerate false teaching (Romans 16:17-18; 1 Corinthians 15:12 ff; Romans 6:1; 2 Corinthians 11:13-15; Galatians 1:6-9), but these insincere men are still preaching Christ, that is, they are still preaching the truth. “Therein I rejoice”: “Paul"s self-forgetfulness excites affectionate admiration. We love him all the more for having written this beautiful passage. Sensitive soul though he was, he does not begin to pity himself” (Hendriksen p. 73). “And will rejoice”: The future will not change this attitude.

It is essential to understand that Paul is not approving of nor overlooking their bad motives. He has already written clearly on the subject of improper motivation (1 Corinthians). Paul realizes that such men will answer to God. In addition, Paul had judged them. He has clearly labeled their motives as being "envy, strife, and selfish ambition". Yet right now Paul cannot change their motives, and most importantly, they were still preaching the truth. Paul realized that many people would hear such preaching, without ever seeing the wrong motives behind it. It is vital that we reject a couple of interpretations: That Paul has mellowed in his old age. He hasn"t! (2 Timothy 4:2-4). Or, that Paul feels that "some Christ" is better than no Christ at all. It is essential that we realize that these other preachers are not Judaizing teachers! They are Christians who are preaching the true gospel, but from completely wrong motives. Paul had no tolerance at all for false teachers (Galatians 1:6-9). Jackson reminds us, “There is no evidence whatever that these rivals of Paul were teaching religious error, rather as we have carefully documented, only their base motives and selfish ambitions come under the apostle"s critical pen. This context is no shelter for the protection of those who would teach doctrines that are subversive to the gospel of Christ” (p. 32).

Erdman makes a very important comment: “He might have let those Roman soldiers learn with contempt how Christian preachers can be lacking in love. But Paul rises above any petty animosity or personal pique” (p. 61). Hawthorne then adds, “Why Paul felt it necessary to disclose to the Philippians the weaknesses of some of the brothers. Yet it is more likely that Paul writes about these people who had wrong motives to make clear that such people do exist even within the Christian community, and therefore the Philippian Christians should not be taken by surprise if such should arise in their midst” (p. 38). In addition, the men who had such wrong motives might hear this letter and thus repent.

Paul’s Hope: Christ is honored in life or death

Verse 19
Philippians 1:19 “For I know that this shall turn out to my salvation, through your supplication and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ” 

“I know that this shall turn out to my salvation”: “My release” (Mof). “For my highest welfare” (Gspd). “My safety” (Ber). “Deliverance” (NASV). Basically two views exist concerning the word "salvation" or "deliverance" in this passage: Everything that had happened to him, both good and bad (ff), had only improved his spiritual health. Thus, he knew that all this was working towards his eternal salvation (2 Timothy 4:6-8). The term salvation may also refer to deliverance from prison. Paul knew that he was going to be released (1:25; 2:24). Especially note the similar use of the word "know". Barclay reminds us, “There is a great truth here. In any situation of opportunity or challenge, a man is acting not only for time, but also for eternity. A man"s reaction to every situation in time is a witness for or against him in eternity” (p. 24). A third view is somewhat of a blend of the other two. “God put me in this situation; and God means it, with all its problems and its difficulties, to make for my happiness and useless in time, and for my joy and peace in eternity” (Barclay p. 25). And what would contribute to his release?

“Through your supplication”: Through the prayers of the brethren in Philippi. He had prayed for the Philippians (), now he is depending upon their prayers. Paul believed in the effectiveness of prayers offered by "common" members, even uninspired members, that is, Christians who possessed no miraculous gifts (Romans 15:30-31; 2 Thessalonians 3:2; Phlippians 1:22; 2 Corinthians 1:9-11; 1 Thessalonians 5:25; Colossians 4:3; 2 Thessalonians 3:1-2). Paul believed that the future was "flexible", that God does effect changes in history to accommodate the godly and sincere desires of His people. No physical army on earth could force Caesar to release Paul. Yet the prayers of Christians did have such potential power. God through His wonderful and all-wise Providence can bring to reality the desires of God"s own people. “Paul was never too big a man to remember that he needed the prayers of his friends. He never talked to people as if he could do everything and they could do nothing” (Barclay p. 25).

“And the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ”: The term supply means to contribute. “The Spirit is called ‘the Spirit of Jesus Christ’ because the Lord sent forth the Spirit from heaven (John 15:26)” (Jackson p. 33). What the Spirit supplied Paul with was inspiration as he stood before Caesar (Matthew 10:18-20). Paul knew that God was writing the speech that he would give before the highest court in the land.

Verse 20
Philippians 1:20 “according to my earnest expectation and hope, that in nothing shall I be put to shame, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether by life, or by death”

“According”: Such a deliverance is his own eager expectation. “Earnest expectation”: “It suggests to turn the head from and watch for” (Jackson p. 33). “Yearning, looking forward to something with head erect” (Hendriksen p. 75). “The concentrated hope which ignores other interests and strains forward as with outstretched head” (Hawthorne p. 41). “That in nothing shall I be put to shame”: “That I shall never disgrace myself” (Gspd). “I shall have no cause for shame” (TCNT). “Paul"s hope is that he will never be shamed into silence, either by cowardice or a feeling of ineffectiveness” (Barclay p. 26).

Paul had a quality that is often sadly lacking among modern Christians. Paul had the intense desire to always honor His God. He was terrified of ever bringing shame and embarrassment upon the cause of Christ. He realized that he always represented Jesus Christ, that the impression his conduct gave to people is the exact impression they had of Christianity. What has happened to Christian honor? What has happened to the attitude of “I"d rather die than disgrace the cause of Jesus Christ?” Note carefully. Paul did not fear personal humiliation (he had already endured much of that: see 2 Corinthians 11:22 ff). Rather he was concerned about avoiding anything that would bring dishonor to the gospel message. 

“But that with all boldness”: All out-spokenness and frankness. “Full speech, unreservedness of utterance” (Jackson p. 33). To proclaim the gospel with boldness is the exact opposite of being ashamed of it. “Literally complete outspokenness, a courage which reveals itself in a frank and unhesitant proclamation of the good tidings” (Hendriksen p. 75). “As always, so now also”:

Paul was not going to change his preaching style one bit, even though he was going to appear before the highest court in the land. Paul had always preached with boldness (Acts 13:46). Lenski gives us a serious question to consider, “Give this a little thought. Suppose you were to appear as a preacher before the U.S. Supreme Court, and suppose this Court to be thoroughly pagan. Would it be so easy to speak with perfect freedom ‘as always", as in your own pulpit, your own town?"” (p. 738).

The very word "boldness" that is often connected with the preaching of the gospel (2 Corinthians 3:12; Ephesians 6:19-20), reveals something about the gospel. It contains timeless truths. This message will never become "outdated", thus we can preach it with complete confidence to every generation. Men of every age and generation still stand in desperate need of this message. The gospel will still be the truth at the last day. No other message can bring one to salvation (Romans 1:16). No other message fits into the same category (Galatians 1:6-9). This is the only message that can bring men into a right relationship with God. This message has no equal!

“Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether by life, or by death”: “Paul"s entire existence, as that of a responsible human being is aimed at one goal, that of bringing praise to Christ” (Hawthorne p. 44). Compare with 2 Corinthians 4:10; 1 Corinthians 6:20). “Magnified”: “Christ will be honored in my body” (RSV). “Once we have chosen Christ, by our life and conduct we bring either glory or shame to Him” (Barclay p. 26). Paul has no desire to be considered as some "great" one, rather, he simply wants everyone to see how "great" Christ is. Is this our motive? 

Verse 21
Philippians 1:21 “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain”

“For to me”: “Whatever may be true of others, this he knows to be true of himself. There are, indeed, countless others of whom it is not true” (Erdman p. 64). Paul"s opponents may have been self-centered (), but he is Christ-centered. Paul is not saying, “This is truth for me, while it may not be for others”. “To live is Christ”: “Life is Christ” (TCNT). “I live only to serve Him, only to commune with Him; I have no conception of life apart from Him. This is the passionate view of Christianity which, unfortunately, so many members of the church have never fathomed. Being a Christian is not a part-time hobby; it is a consuming career” (Jackson p. 33).

"To live is Christ” means one is convinced that everything which Christ taught is absolutely right. One humbly and gratefully submits to Christ on every issue (Matthew 28:18). One is willing to sacrifice everything and anything, in order to stay in a right relationship with Christ (Matthew 5:29-30; Philippians 3:8). Christ is more important to us than any human relationship (Matthew 10:37; Luke 14:26). The cause of Christ is our consuming passion, over and above all other earthly interests (Galatians 2:20; 2 Corinthians 5:14-15). Nothing else comes close, nothing else even rivals our passion for Christ and His cause. The subject that we are interested in the most, that we most freely talk about, that is far and above the center of our lives, is Christ. “And to die is gain”: “Dying brings gain” (Wms). “And if I die I should merely gain more of Him” (Phi). “And dying--well, that"s better yet!” (Tay). “Death would bring no cessation or diminution of that existence but would rather enhance it with the experience of being with Christ (v. 23) in a closer communion that he had known while still in the body” (Bruce pp. 49-50). Right here the various groups that believe death equals non-existence (Jehovah Witnesses and Seventh Day Adventists), have some explaining to do! Bruce is right when he says, “If death meant (even temporarily) less of Christ than was enjoyed in mortal life in mortal life--above all, if it meant (even temporary) annihilation--it would be absurd to speak of it as gain” (p. 50).

All the annihilation theories must admit that death is a terrible thing, even for the Christian, because death means separation from God, for if one ceases to exist in death, then one ceases to have a relationship with God. God is not the God of non-existence beings (Matthew 22:32). This passage demands the Christian is fully conscious after death, that the Christian gets more of Christ after death, than before (2 Corinthians 5:8). Erdman is right when he says, “Paul does not mean that ‘to die is gain’ because life is so intolerable, but because death issues in what is so desirable” (p. 65). Carefully note Paul"s motivation. He did not desire death to escape from the harsh realties and responsibilities of this life. Neither did he fear death, because death would just give him more of the Christ, who was the very essence of his life. Seriously compare the "hope" of the Christian with the "hope" of the non-Christian. “The pagan viewed death as a release from earthly troubles and no more. It was for the pagan a walking away from present ills out into the unknown, perhaps into non-existence” (Hawthorne p. 46). Yet for the Christ death is “gain”! Paul does not desire to be "released from the pain of living", for he has already said, "living is Christ!" Even though he was in prison and was often persecuted for being a Christian, Paul seriously enjoyed living. Never does he say, “goodbye cruel world”.

Verse 22
Philippians 1:22 “But if to live in the flesh,--if this shall bring fruit from my work, then what I shall choose I know not”

“This shall bring fruit from my work”: “This will mean fruitful labor for me” (NASV). Paul is saying that living also contains a great "gain". Living on and being released from prison will only result in more souls being saved and a further expansion of his preaching activities. “The gospel preached, in souls saved, in ‘saints’ strengthened” (Erdman p. 66). Is this the attitude that we have toward living to view each new day an opportunity to really bear more fruit for God? Ask yourself this serious question, “If I continue to live, will that mean more fruit for God in my own life?” “Then what I shall choose I know not”: “So early death and continued life alike had their attractions, and if the choice between the two were left to him, he would find difficultly in making up his mind” (Bruce p. 50). What a refreshing attitude, especially in light of the attitude expressed by the right to die movement. Life was not easy for Paul, but, presented with the choice of dying or living, Paul could not make the final choice. You see the Christian can glorify God in life or death, and for the Christian "life" always has meaning and purpose! "Life" for the Christian means continual opportunity, regardless of the circumstances.

Verse 23
Philippians 1:23 “But I am in a strait betwixt the two, having the desire to depart and be with Christ; for it is very far better”

“But I am in a strait”: It means to compress, like being pressed by a large crowd. “This serves to highlight the magnitude of Paul"s dilemma. It is a powerful word that can describe a person who is hemmed in on both sides so that he has no room to move” (Hawthorne p. 47). “Restricted on both sides, under pressure which prevents a definite choice” (Jackson p. 33). “Betwixt the two”: “The pressure comes from both sides, the two considerations just mentioned, departing or abiding in the flesh” (Vincent p. 425). “I feel pressure from both sides” (Ber). “The stress Paul felt with two desires like two equally strong external forces pressing in on him viselike from both sides” (Hawthorne p. 47).

“Having the desire”: “I keep on having (present tense)” (Jackson p. 33). “To depart”: “It is the word for striking camp, loosening the tent ropes, pulling up the tent pins and moving on” (Barclay p. 28). See 2 Corinthians 5:1. Thus death is not annihilation, rather this very word suggests that it is simply the time that the Christian pilgrim moves on from this earthly life. “And be with Christ”: 2 Corinthians 5:6-8. Death will simply mean a closer relationship with the Christ who is the absolute focus of Paul"s life. “For it is very far better”: Than anything this life can afford (Romans 8:18). “He piles up comparatives, as if unable to find words capable of expressing the glory of his hope” (P.P. Comm. p. 6).

“For Paul, death is not extinction, it is a transition” (Jackson p. 33). “It does not ‘go out of existence’ until the day of the resurrection, nor does it ‘go to sleep’” (Hendriksen p. 78). Carefully note what Paul does not say. Paul does not say, “I really want to die now”, because death is absolutely meaningless without Christ on the other side. Death, in and of itself has no positive value. The phrase "to be with Christ" does not necessarily infer that the intermediate state known as Hades has been removed for the Christian. Compare this statement with the expression found in Ecclesiastes 12:7. 

Verse 24
Philippians 1:24 “yet to abide in the flesh is more needful for your sake”

“Yet”: “Paul, however, was the last man to put his own interests or preferences before the advantage of others” (Bruce p. 52). “To abide in the flesh”: To continue to live on in the body. “Is more needful for your sake”: What unselfishness! The teaching that Paul will lay down in chapter , even applies in hard times and difficult situations. “The need of the church weighs heavier with him than the desire of his own soul” (Hendriksen p. 79). “Paul was not a man who wished to die before his work was done or while he saw any needful duty to be performed. He was not one to shirk his task on earth that he might find rest in heaven” (Erdman p. 68). I cannot help but think as I read these comments, how selfish suicide looks in comparison. Thus Paul is willing to allow God to make such a decision, as to when he will die. What an example of self-sacrifice and love for souls. Immediate personal fulfillment, for the Christian, often must take a back seat to the needs of others---which happens to result in a lasting fulfimment. Paul was even willing to delay his own entrance into eternal bliss, for the spiritual needs of those he loved.

Verse 25
Philippians 1:25 “And having this confidence, I know that I shall abide, yea, and abide with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith” 

“And having this confidence”: That he will remain alive, "that God"s way for me means longer life and continued labor" (Muller p. 64). “I know that I shall abide”: “How can someone who has just been affirming the utter uncertainty of his fate now convincingly and without more ado make plans for the future? Paul was never uncertain about his fate. He was, however, uncertain about which choice to make, had he the chance to make it, whether to depart or to stay, to live or to die. He wanted the one equally as much as the other. Therefore, it must be repeated, Paul did not make the choice--he could not make the choice. God made it for him” (Hawthorne pp. 51-52). “And abide with you all”: “To remain beside a person to assist” (Jackson p. 34). “And stand fast alongside” (Hawthorne p. 52). This possibly indicating a future personal visit (). “Means to wait beside a person ever ready to help. Paul"s desire to live is not for his own sake, but for the sake of those whom he can continue to help” (Barclay p. 28). “For”: “No one can fail to notice the true nobleness of Paul"s desire. It is not the choice of one who wishes to live because he is afraid to die, nor of one who wishes to die because he lacks the courage to live” (Erdman p. 68). We should remember that "living" for Paul, usually meant more "suffering" (2 Corinthians 6:4-10; 2 Corinthians 11:23-33; 2 Corinthians 12:7-10). Living included pain, suffering, disappointment, challenges, and heartache at times, but he was willing to endure all of this and more, in order to assist his brethren. “Your progress”: “To promote your progress” (TCNT). “To help you develop” (Gspd). “And joy in the faith”: This expression would include a continual progress in understanding and appreciating the faith revealed (Jude 1:3). Paul believed that "joy" was a necessary ingredient or logical result of being a faithful Christian, yet such "joy" is only possible if one is "progressing" in the faith. “Progress means happiness" (Hendriksen p. 79). Unfortunately, the church is at times filled with some unhappy Christians. This verse tells us why. Such joy is not possible when a person is not making the effort to progress in the faith. 

Verse 26
Philippians 1:26 “that your glorying may abound in Christ Jesus in me through my presence with you again”

“That your glorying may abound”: “May find in me fresh cause for exultation” (TCNT). “Your proud confidence in me” (NASV). “Through my presence with you again”: “My coming to you again” (NASV) ().

Paul expresses his joyful anticipation in coming to Philippi again. His release and reunion with them would mean: “Through Christ, a man can face the worst erect and unafraid. It is the duty of every Christian so to trust that men will be able to see what Christ can do for the man who has given his life to him” (Barclay p. 29). That God, through His providence, can deliver the Christian, even from the most powerful of foes. The gospel can spread, even in the most discouraging and limited situations. Note that the final object or sphere of this boasting is "Christ Jesus". The glory would go to God.

“The apostle"s release--would result in more than merely sentimental rejoicing. They would also thank their Savior. In connection with God"s mercies bestowed upon Paul they would make their boast in their Lord, praising him, and this particularly for bringing their dear friend to them again” (Hendriksen p. 79).

An Exhortation to Steadfastness

Verse 27
Philippians 1:27 “Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ: that, whether I come and see you and be absent, I may hear of your state, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one soul striving for the faith of the gospel”

“Only”: “Whatever happens to me personally...in any event be sure to conduct yourselves as believers” (Hendriksen p. 80). What a wonderful thought! Paul does not believe in making "bargains with God", that is, "God, if you do this for me…then I will serve you the rest of my life." Regardless of whether Paul comes or not, the same obligation is upon the Philippians. Serve God acceptably. “Your manner of life”: Ultimately the only life that we have control over is our own. Many commentators make the point that the above phrase "manner of life", means to live as a citizen. No matter where the Christian lives, he or she is to behave as a citizen of the kingdom of God. This means that the Christian is not impressed with human opinion in the realm of morals, ethics, right and wrong or spiritual truth. Citizenship has certain obligations. “To live worthily of the gospel, then, also means that the Christian lives as a good citizen of this new state, governing his actions by the laws of this righteousness, peace, faith, hope, love, mutuality, interdependence, good deeds, service to one another, worship of the living God, and so on” (Hawthorne p. 56). “Be worthy of the gospel of Christ”: Ephesians 4:1-6; 1 Thessalonians 2:12; Colossians 1:10. “Means to conduct it in harmony with the responsibilities which that gospel imposes” (Hendriksen p. 81).

What is involved in walking worthily?

“Whether I come and see you or be absent”: This refers to a consistent level of faithfulness that is not dependent upon Paul"s personal presence. “That ye stand fast”: Ephesians 6:13; 2 Thessalonians 2:15. “The world is full of Christians on the retreat, who, when things grow difficult, play down their Christianity” (Barclay p. 30).

Such "standing fast" requires among other things, no compromise with error, an unwillingness to allow temptations and trial to move one away from God. Never compromise with your conviction that God is good and always has your best interest in mind. “In one spirit”: That is, in one mind.

“Show that it is of extreme importance for Christians to coexist in community, work together in harmony, resist the common enemy with common intention” (Hawthorne p. 56). God expects unity among His people. “They are bound together in one spirit like a band of brothers. Let the world quarrel; Christians must be one” (Barclay p. 30). The danger of mutual discord is pointed out in such passages as 1 Corinthians 11:17-22 and Galatians 5:15.

“With one soul”: “With one mind” (KJV). “And that with one purpose” (Wms). “Indicating that unity must be emotional as well as intellectual” (Jackson p. 38). Compare with Acts 4:32. “Striving”: The word here means to wrestle in company with, to seek jointly and strive together for. “The term suggests contending jointly for a prize” (Jackson p. 38). “Striving together” (Robertson p. 441). “Like fellow athletes they should stand shoulder to shoulder, defending and advancing that faith in Christ which the gospel teaches” (Erdman p. 72). “For the faith of the gospel”: Faith here is used in the objective sense, as in reference to the contents of the gospel message (Ephesians 4:5; Jude 1:3).

“This apostolic admonition flies directly in the face of the modern notion that, due to personality factors and cultural presuppositions, it is impossible for men to achieve religious unity. ‘The faith of one"s choice’ is not a biblical option” (Jackson pp. 37-38). Every Christian is expected to join in this struggle. Becoming a Christian means that one has just volunteered to defend the faith, that is to defend God"s viewpoint and not your own. The modern idea that there is enough room in the church for a diversity of views and do not harmonize with the Bible flies in the face of this Scripture. All Christians are obligated to stand united behind the faith. 

Verse 28
Philippians 1:28 “and in nothing affrighted by the adversaries: which is for them an evident token of perdition, but of your salvation, and that from God”

“And in nothing”: “Not for a moment intimidated” (Ber). “Shew a bold front at all points” (Knox). “Affrighted”: “Properly of the terror of a startled horse” (Vincent p. 427). “Not startled in anything” (Robertson p. 442). “Describes those who are suddenly terrified or intimidated. Their faith seems to be swept away by the first breath of antagonism or of criticism. A single book, or one pronouncement of a self-confident skeptic, overthrows the convictions of a lifetime, or at least produces a spiritual paralysis which makes active effort for Christ impossible” (Erdman pp. 72-73). “Which is for them”: Such a bold confidence in the face of opposition. “An evident token”: “Your fearlessness is a clear omen of ruin for them” (Mof). “A demonstration or proof” (Vincent p. 427). “Perdition”: The word means ruin or loss, thus eternal ruin.

Jackson points out: “We must, however, interject this word of caution. Courage can never be a substitute for obedience to the Lord"s plan. Bravery on the part of one who is in error is proof of nothing” (p. 38). Neither is "persecution" clear evidence that one is on the right path. The Christian must always be honest (Luke 8:15). When the Christian faces opposition and the various opposing arguments completely fail to "dent" the truthfulness of the gospel, it is a clear sign that our opponents are in the wrong and lost, and it is a clear sign that we are on the right track and thus on the way leading to eternal life.

“And that from God”: His revelation provides us with the absolute truth, which enables us to take an unyielding stand, even in the midst of opposition.

Verse 29
Philippians 1:29 “because to you it hath been granted in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on Him, but also to suffer in His behalf”

“It hath been granted”: “For you have had the privilege granted” (Wey). “To give graciously; ‘to show favor or kindness’” (Jackson p. 38). “In the behalf of Christ”: Suffering in and of itself has no inherent value, and suffering for wrongdoing gains no credit before God (1 Peter 2:20). Yet suffering for the cause of Christ, suffering for doing the right thing, does gain favor with God (1 Peter 2:20). “Not only to believe on Him”: Just having the opportunity to hear God"s word (Romans 10:17), is a gift from God, that is, we have not merited or even earned the right to listen to God"s message. God"s very word to mankind is an act of grace (Acts 20:32). The mere existence of the Bible is a demonstration that God is good and kind to ungrateful and evil men (Luke 6:35). “But also to suffer in His behalf”: New Testament Christians viewed suffering for Christ as a privilege and honor (Acts 5:41). This is the mindset, that Jesus endured so much for me that I am only too willing to endure opposition, trial, temptation, and pain, in order to advance His cause (Colossians 1:24-25; 2 Corinthians 1:4-6; 2 Corinthians 4:12).

Verse 30
Philippians 1:30 “having the same conflict which ye saw in me, and now hear to be in me”

“Having the same”: “Your battle is my own battle” (Knox). “We are in this fight together” (Tay). “Take your part in the same struggle that you have seen me engage in” (Gspd). Suffering becomes more bearable when we get our minds off ourselves and realize that many Christians are enduring the same things (1 Peter 5:9). Paul and the Philippians stood together in their defense of the gospel and they also stood shoulder to shoulder in suffering, united against a common foe. “Conflict”: The word means contention, a fight, “related to our word agony, to be under a great strain” (Jackson p. 39). “Which ye saw in me”: When Paul had been among them, he had been beaten and thrown in jail (Acts 16:1-40).

“And now hear to be in me”: Besides hearing about all his other sufferings (2 Corinthians 11:22 ff); they had heard that Paul took such an uncompromising stand for the truth that he was willing to face the emperor to give an account of his preaching. That"s how much confidence he had in the faith he professed.

“These Philippians, in their present sufferings, can have the encouragement and comfort of knowing that they have a part with the heroic old athlete in the glorious conflict he is waging for Christ and his gospel. In that conflict they all can be victorious” (Erdman p. 74). Believing and suffering go together (2 Timothy 3:12). Like the Philippians, we must choose to follow Christ, despite the cost. All faithful Christians today join in enduring all things for the sake of the gospel. “There is a tale of a veteran French soldier who came in a desperate situation upon a young recruit trembling with fear. ‘Come, son,’ said the veteran, ‘and you and I will do something fine for France’. So Paul says to the Philippians, "For you and for me the battle is one; let us do something fine for Christ’” (Barclay pp. 30-31). Paul did not expect the impossible of other Christians. He only required them to do what he had already done.
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I. An appeal to unity: 

II. What threatens unity: 

III. The attitude necessary for unity: 

IV. The highest example of such selflessness: 

V. God rewards such self-sacrifice: 

I. Faithfulness despite the obstacles: 

II. Timothy will be sent shortly: 

III. An explanation of the return of Epaphroditus: 

“In the present section () he re-emphasizes the necessity of oneness among the brothers, a quality that is possible only when there is true lowliness of mind and helpfulness of disposition. The intensity of this appeal or plea would seem to indicate that there was among the Philippians, at least some of them, a measure of personal strife” (Hendriksen p. 97). As far as we know the church in Philippi contained just a small amount of strife (4:2), yet to God, the smallest amount is still "too much" to be tolerated among Christians. Erdman reminds us, “Nor has there ever been a church in any age or place free from the peril of discord or immune to the danger of rivalry and strife. The exhortation of the apostle may be needed as much as ever by churches of the present day” (p. 75). Barclay notes, “There is a sense in which (disunity) is the danger of every healthy church” (p. 31). Here we learn that seemingly small dissension can threaten the unity of an entire congregation. Unity only happens when each member is striving to adopt the attitudes found in these verses. Hence every member has a vital role to play in preserving the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Ephesians 4:1-3). In addition, this puts a new light on unfaithfulness, spiritual weakness and lack of spiritual growth. We need to remind people in the above categories that their spiritual apathy always poses a possible threat to the unity and stability of any congregation.

This section includes an exhortation based on the previous verses (“so then” ). Seeing that Christ went to such great lengths to make our salvation possible (2:6-8), it would be such a waste to end up lost. In essence one would be saying that all the efforts of Jesus were merely a waste of time--in their own case. I am impressed that Paul is admonishing these Christians to remain faithful and grow, despite some hard circumstances, such as Paul’s absence (2:12), less than ideal surroundings (2:14), an evil and hostile environment (2:15), and the possibility of Paul"s own death (2:17). 

Verse 1
Philippians 2:1 “If there is therefore any exhortation in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any tender mercies and compassions”

“If there is”: This phrase does not express doubt, rather it is equivalent to the affirmative statement, “since there is”. “Therefore”: This term connects this statement to the previous thoughts found in chapter . “This new section is closely joined to that which precedes it. Paul"s emphatic reiteration of the one idea that harmony is essential for Christian community and for an effective effort to defend the gospel (cf. 1:27; 2:2). Other concepts such as humility and self-sacrifice (2:3-4) are added, not to divert attention away from the fundamental concept of unity, but to show that unity of spirit flows from humility of spirit, and self-sacrifice flows from a willingness to restrain one"s own desires in order to satisfy the desires of others” (Hawthorne pp. 63-64). “If any”: “Paul"s appeal is based on the deepest experiences common to every Christian--encouragement in Christ, incentive of love, fellowship of the Spirit, tenderness and compassion” (Hawthorne p. 64). “Exhortation”: Comfort, consolation and comfort. “In Christ”: “Any encouragement comes through union with Christ” (TCNT). “If there is any appeal in our union with Christ” (Wms). “If there is any admonition, encouragement, or exhortation in Christ, that is, derived from our fellowship with Christ” (Muller p. 72). “If Christ, by His example, sufferings, and conflicts, exhorts you” (Vincent p. 428). “If then you receive any help or encouragement or comfort from your vital union with Christ” (Hendriksen p. 98). Hawthorne says this refers to the various "exhortations" they had received from the apostle, which were addressed to people "in Christ". “If this is true, as indeed it is", Paul says, "and if my words of encouragement have in any way helped you stay true to the faith in the past, then respond accordingly in the present” (p. 65). How many Christians get off on the wrong track, because they simply have forgotten a very basic truth, “Is there anything encouraging about being in Christ"?" “Is there any encouragement in being a Christian?” “Has becoming a Christian brought any comfort or encouragement into your life?” “Consolation”: Or comfort. “A word which comes to the side of one to stimulate or comfort him; hence an exhortation, an encouragement, if any incentive of love” (Vincent pp. 428-429). “Has as its fundamental idea, ‘to speak to someone’, or ‘to speak to someone by coming close to his side’, and always in a friendly way” (Hawthorne p. 65). “Of love”: “If there is any persuasive power in love” (TCNT). “If you can be persuaded, by love” (Con). “If love is any incentive to action. The appeal is then based on all the encouragement and comfort which the readers have found in their mutual love or in the love of Christ” (Erdman p. 76). “If love has any persuasive power to move you to concord” (Muller p. 73).

This love may either be the love of God or the love between brethren, such as Paul"s love for them and their love for him. Carefully note that real love will never destroy unity. It will always seek to maintain it, even if that means confronting the Christian in sin (Galatians 6:1-2) or exposing false doctrine, to keep the church pure (Titus 1:9-11). “’If my love has provided you with any consolation in your suffering, as indeed it has’, Paul says, ‘then please now respond properly to my request’” (Hawthorne p. 65). “Sentimentality, mere humanitarian feeling will not do” (Lenski p. 762).

“Fellowship of the Spirit”: Compare with 2 Corinthians 13:13 and Ephesians 4:3. The fellowship which is produced or taught by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit in revealing God"s saving message to mankind (Ephesians 3:3-5) made this spiritual fellowship a reality. He also revealed how we are to treat each other (John 13:34-35; 1 John 4:7-21; 1 John 5:1-3). “If you belong to that community brought into existence by the Holy Spirit, and enjoy any fellowship with one another as a result, then live accordingly” (Hawthorne p. 66). “Tender mercies”: Sympathy, inward affection. “Compassions”: Note the plural, mercy and pity. This mercy and compassion may refer to God"s mercy, that is, “Have you been at the receiving end of God"s mercy? Then be merciful and understanding to your brethren” (Matthew 18:21-35; 1 John 4:11 “if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another”). “Let them now prove themselves to be tender-hearted and full of compassion and pity” (Erdman p. 77). “And if you have any experience of the tender mercy and compassion of Christ, then prove your gratitude for all this by loving your brothers and sisters at home!” (Hendriksen pp. 98-99).

Verse 2
Philippians 2:2 “make full my joy, that ye be of the same mind, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind”

“Make full”: “Make it completely full” (Lenski p. 764). “My joy”: “The apostle calls upon these brethren to use these spiritual resources to achieve unity, thereby, filling up his cup of joy. Paul"s cup of happiness relative to these brethren was not yet full to the brim. ‘He longed for them all to see the possibilities of growth’” (Jackson p. 39). “Then make me truly happy” (Tay).

“Paul is concerned with his own feelings only as a by-product. His main concern, his supreme request of the Philippians, is that they strive for unity coupled with humility” (Hawthorne p. 67). “Not speedy release from prison but the spiritual progress of the Philippians--of all of them--is his chief desire” (Hendriksen p. 99). Carefully note Paul"s attitude towards unity, especially compared with various modern theories. Some claim that unity is unrealistic. Others argue that the diverse backgrounds and personalities of those who compose the church make unity an impossibility. Still others claim that we can still have unity, even though we completely disagree on a host of essential doctrines, or that we only have to agree on the essentials, and yet never seem to fully define those essentials. 

“That ye be”: This applies to every Christian and it indicates that this is a choice that we must make. “Of the same mind”: “Thinking in the same direction” (Jackson p. 39). “Lit., that you think the same. It equally involves one"s emotions, attitudes and will” (Hawthorne p. 67). “Minding the same thing, attending to the same thing with the same feelings and thoughts” (Lenski p. 765). “Present active...keeping on minding the same thing” (Robertson p. 443).

This is one of those verses which denominational commentators find uncomfortable, because the denominational world clearly does not mind the same thing. A common response is, “This is not a matter of making everyone see eye-to-eye or have the same opinion on every subject. Life would be very flat and dull without the give-and-take practiced when variety of opinion and viewpoint provides scope for friendly discussion and debate” (Bruce p. 62). The above comment can be right or wrong, depending on what you mean by "opinion". The Bible does give us areas in which differing opinions are allowed, because they are matters of indifference to God (Romans 14:1-23). Yet we can never fit or apply the above quote in the realm of doctrine. Paul is clear (Galatians 1:6-9; 2 Thessalonians 3:6; 2 Thessalonians 3:14; 2 John 1:9-11). The "catch" in the argument that says, "doctrine does not matter" or "we do not have to all agree even in matters of doctrine", is that such an argument completely negates what Paul is writing in these verses. Philippians 2:1-4 is a "doctrine" concerning unity among Christians. Can we disagree about what Philippians 2:3-4 teaches? It seems that the more logical view is that Paul expects every Christian to hold the same view towards what he is presently writing. Not only must we believe the same things, Christians are expected to embrace God"s truth with a common level of whole-hearted conviction. Apathy is just as wrong as accepting doctrinal error (Revelation 2:1-29; Revelation 3:1-22).

“Having”: Actually having or practicing it, and not merely wishing for it. “The same love”: “United in mutual love” (Wey). “Lit., maintaining loving dedication for one another” (Jackson p. 39). Christianity is a "two way street". Notice carefully the word "same". Here is the idea that not only must I accept the truth and love my brethren (1 John 4:11). I am obligated to love them with the "same" love, that is, with a love that is fervent, pure, sincere and sacrificing (1 Peter 1:22; John 13:34-35). Here we see one "key" component to unity in the church. It is very hard to divide a church, when the members have a "mutual" fervent love for each other. 

“Being of one accord”: “Harmonious in soul, souls that beat together, in tune with Christ and with each other” (Robertson p. 443). “Harmony of feeling” (Wey). “To share one soul, possess a common affection, desire, passion, sentiment for living together in harmony” (Hawthorne p. 68). “Of one mind”: “Giving your minds to one and the same object” (Wey). “Your minds set on one purpose” (Wms). “Unity is essential for the spiritual growth of the church (Ephesians 4:1-16; 1 Corinthians 1:10; 1 Corinthians 12:14 ff), the progress of the gospel and the victory of believers over their adversaries” (Hawthorne p. 68). Of course the "one thing" that Christians are to "mind" is the will of God. We are to have the same exact view of pleasing God and obeying His will (2 Corinthians 5:9; John 14:15; Matthew 7:21 ff). This "one mind" also includes the attitude that follows, that is the determination by every Christian to avoid selfishness.

“It is when people are really in earnest and their beliefs really matter to them, that they are apt to get up against each other. The greater their enthusiasm, the greater the danger that they may collide. It is against that danger Paul wishes to safeguard his friends” (Barclay p. 31). “Did some of the members see too much of each other? Were they getting on each other"s nerves? Were some beginning to exaggerate the weaknesses and to minimize the virtues of other church-members” (Hendriksen p. 98).

Verse 3
Philippians 2:3 “doing nothing through faction or through vainglory, but in lowliness of mind each counting other better than himself”

“Doing”: “Let nothing” (KJV). “Nothing”: “Nothing should be done in a” (TCNT). There is no room in our lives for selfishness. “Being in nothing factiously or vain-gloriously minded. Never act for selfish ends” (Hawthorne p. 68). “Faction”: Intrigue, contention, and strife. “Carries overtones of a party-spirit generated by selfish ambition. ‘Rivalry’ is guaranteed to destroy unity” (Hawthorne p. 68). “There is always the danger that people should work not to advance the work but to advance themselves” (Barclay p. 31). Unity is threatened when Christians forget that the cause of Christ is more important than they are. The important thing is not that we are always treated right, or that we get every bit of credit coming to us, but rather that the local congregation survives to spread the gospel to lost souls of the present and future generations. “Vainglory”: Empty glory or self-conceit. “Stop acting from motives of selfish strife or petty ambition” (Wms). “Empty conceit” (NASV). An empty or vain opinion of oneself. “Denotes boastful pride. It is the spirit that inclines one to make great claims for himself and to disparage others. Literally it indicates emptiness of ideas” (Erdman p. 78). “Sinful egotism, self-imagined excellence” (Muller p. 75). “The emptier the head the louder the boast” (Hendriksen p. 100).

“There is the desire for personal prestige. Prestige is for many people an even greater temptation than wealth. To be admired and respected, to have a platform seat (Matthew 23:6-7), to have one"s opinion sought, to be known by name and appearance, even to be flattered, are for many people most desirable things” (Barclay p. 32). Such "conceit" or arrogance is "empty", because it is not grounded in reality. In view of what Jesus did for us (Romans 5:8), there is no room for conceit and false pride in the life of the Christian (Ephesians 2:8-9). Such arrogance is simply proof that one has forgotten their utter dependence upon God (Romans 6:21; 2 Peter 1:9; Matthew 18:33-35; Matthew 6:12)

“But”: In contrast to such destructive attitudes. In view of the fact that such attitudes will harm the cause of Christ, I have every right to talk to a brother or sister who has adopted such wrong attitudes (Galatians 6:1-2). “Lowliness of mind”: “With true humility” (Wey). “Modesty” (Gspd). “It is the very opposite of pride and self-glory. It indicates not merely modesty but self-forgetfulness, or such a lowly view of self as enables one to form rightful views of others” (Erdman p. 79). “The term suggests a recognition of personal insufficiency” (Jackson p. 40). This context reveals something very important about the biblical virtue known as "humility". True humility is not saying that we are "worthless", rather true humility is that quality which enables us to get all the focus off ourselves and to see that others have needs just as important as our own. Lipscomb said, “Showing that it is only by a wise and lowly estimate of ourselves that we come to know what is due to others” (p. 179). Humility enables a person to "serve". It is an accurate estimation of self and others that will motivate one to use their talents to serve others (Romans 12:3-8). The humble person is a servant, because they always see their own short-comings and never allow themselves to think that they have "arrived" and thus can rest on past accomplishments. “Each”: This is required of every Christian. “Counting”: “Each person is to practice ‘counting’” (Jackson p. 40). “To calculate, to reckon. It implies a conscious sure judgment resting on carefully weighed facts” (Hawthorne p. 70). “Better than himself”: “Deserving first consideration than himself” (Jackson p. 40). “More important than himself” (NASV).

“Paul is not asking the impossible or the untrue, namely that I am to think that every other Christian, just because he is a Christian, has more brains, more ability, more everything than I have. Nor does Paul ask that we merely ‘consider’ one another above although we know that the facts are quite to the contrary, that a large number are far beneath us” (Lenski p. 767). “The rule does not mean that one must consider every fellow-member to be in every respect wiser, abler, and nobler than himself” (Hendriksen p. 100). It is the attitude that realizes that every member of the body is essential (1 Corinthians 12:1-31), and places the needs of my brother or sister ahead of my own. “Each is to put every other brother first on the list to be considered, himself at the bottom of the list; each one is to have the list arranged in this order. The worldly reverses this: he (individual) comes first, everyone else comes last, and perhaps does not come at all” (Lenski p. 767). Barclay points out, “There is concentration on self. If a man is forever concerned first and foremost with his own interests, he is bound to collide with others. If for him life is a competition whose prizes he must win, he will always think of other human beings as enemies or at least as opponents who must be pushed out of the way. Concentration on self inevitably means elimination of others; and the object of life becomes not to help others up but to push them down “ (pp. 32-33).

Verse 4
Philippians 2:4 “not looking each of you to his own things, but each of you also to the things of others” 

“Not”: This verse tells us how we are to consider one another above our own selves. “Looking”: “Present active. Not keeping an eye on the main chance for number one” (Robertson p. 444). “Attentively: fixing the attention upon, with desire for or interest in. Hence often to aim at” (Vincent p. 430). Each of you to his own things”: Self-interest is simply being primarily interested in yourself. "Self" being the main focus of your mental thoughts. “Seek not your private ends alone” (Con). “Stop looking after your own interests only” (Wms). Obviously, this never meant that one can never take care of thier own needs or interests (Ephesians 5:28). Hence, the NASV translators added the word "merely". 

“But each of you also to the things of others”: Be impressed with the phrase, "each of you". This level of maturity is not merely required of elders, deacons and preachers, is it required of all members. Looking to the true and best spiritual interests of others, is the foundation of Christian ethics (Galatians 6:2; Romans 15:1-3). “The more one realizes how fervently Christ loved the brother, and went all out to save him, the more he will wish to advance that brother"s interests” (Hendriksen p. 101). “For the Christian there is no road that by-passes his fellowman” (Muller p. 76).

The one mind: The mind of Christ

“Verses 6-11 presents Jesus as the supreme example of the humble, self-sacrificing, self-denying, self-giving service that Paul has just been urging the Philippians to practice in their relations one toward another” (Hawthorne p. 79). Claiming to follow Christ imposes certain obligations upon us. It is fruitless to call oneself a Christian, if one is unwilling to admire and put into practice the example and mind-set of the Jesus that one claims to love (1 John 2:6 “the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked”.) 

Verse 5
Philippians 2:5 “Have this mind in you, which was also in Christ Jesus”

“Have”: Actually possess it, practice it and do more than merely talk about it. “This”: This attitude, this perspective. “Mind”: “Keep on thinking this in you” (Robertson p. 444). "”Lt., think this in yourselves” (Vincent p. 430). “Think just as Christ Jesus thought” (Beck). “Present tense, a habitual way of thinking and disposition” (Jackson p. 45). The Christian has the ultimate role-model (Matthew 11:29; John 13:34; 1 Corinthians 11:1; 1 Peter 2:21-23). In addition, God does not require the impossible of us. God does not say, “Imitate the suffering on the cross of Christ”, or, “Imitate His miraculous powers”. Instead the Father gives us a very realistic role-model that all Christians can imitate, that is, the humility, unselfishness, and concern for others that was demonstrated by the Son of God, that is, “His way of thinking, and specifically His humble and unselfish devotion. Paul wishes his readers to cherish a mental attitude. He regarded no sacrifice as too great, no humiliation as too painful. Such humility, such devotion to the interests of others” (Erdman p. 81).

“In you”: Every Christian is required to be "sold on" this mental perspective. “Which was also in Christ Jesus”: Therefore, here is the "incentive" to adopt, cherish and practice such a mental perspective. The Christian who balks at verses , is the Christian who does not think much of His Savour. 

The attitude demonstrated

Verse 6
Philippians 2:6 “who, existing in the form of God, counted not the being on an equality with God a thing to be grasped”

“Who”: Jesus. “Existing”: Many commentators point out the same thing in reference to the tense of the Greek word, rendered "existing". “It is a present tense participle. It denotes to be, to be in existence, involving an existence or condition both previous to the circumstances mentioned in the context, and continuing after it” (Jackson p. 45). “Christ Jesus had always been (and always continues to be) God by nature. The One who in His pre-incarnate state exists in a manner equal with God is the same divine Person who in His incarnate state becomes obedient even to the extent of death” (Hendriksen p. 105). “The present participle of huparcho, to exist, which always involves a pre-existent state, prior to the fact referred to, and a continuance of the state after the fact. Thus in Philippians 2:6, the phrase, ‘Who being (huparchon) in the form of God’, implies His pre-existent Deity, previous to His Birth, and His continued Deity afterwards”. [Note: _ Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words. W.E. Vine "Being" p. 116.] An ancient controversy that has in recent years surfaced in the church is the contention that when Jesus came to earth He emptied Himself of His Deity. First of all, the tense of the word "being" (existing) informs us that Jesus did not cease to be God or Divine when He came to earth. I think Jackson is right when he said, “The thing that seems to be at the root of this misunderstanding is a failure to recognize that the Lord"s earthly limitations were not the consequence of a less-than-God nature; rather, they were the result of a self-imposed submission reflecting the exercise of His sovereign will”. [Note: _ "Did Jesus Christ Exist In The "Form of God" While On Earth?". Wayne Jackson. Reason and Revelation. Vol. 15, March 1995 p. 22.] The problem with interpreting Jesus" humble place of submission to the Father, or dependence upon the Father or the Holy Spirit while upon the earth, as being a Jesus with a less-than-God status (John 14:28), is that Jesus is still subject to the Father. The "authority" that Jesus presently has, does not include "authority" over the Father (Matthew 28:18; 1 Corinthians 15:27; Acts 2:34). The very fact that prayer is to be directed "through" Jesus, to the Father, demonstrates that much (Ephesians 5:20; Ephesians 3:14). Jesus is "at" the right hand of the Father, but He has not taken the Father"s position of authority (Ephesians 1:20; Hebrews 1:3). Thus, if "subjection" implies a less-than-God status, is Jesus less than "Divine" even now? Jackson put it this way, “Finally, if it is to be argued that Christ laid aside His status of being in ‘the form of God’ by virtue of His humanness and His subordination to the Father, then one must likewise contend, if consistent, that Jesus does not possess the ‘form of God’ now” (p. 22).

This idea that Jesus was less-than-Divine when He was upon the earth creates many more problems that it solves: If Jesus was just a mere man, than how could He say to Philip, “He who has seen Me has seen the Father” (John 14:9)? Why did He allow people to call Him “God” (John 20:28)? Why did He claim to be God. Note: Jesus did not say, “I used to be God” or, “I will be God again one day”. He was claiming a present Divine status (John 5:18-23). Why did He accept worship while upon the earth, if He was just a man? (Matthew 8:2; Matthew 4:4; Acts 10:25-26; Revelation 22:8-9) How can God cease to be God? I thought one of the essential qualities of God was His unchanging nature (Hebrews 13:8). What about His sacrifice for sins? How can the death of a mere man atone for our sins?

“Form of God”: “Is identified with the essence of a person or thing” (Vincent p. 431). “The essential nature and character of God” (Hawthorne p. 84). “Being in the very nature God” (NIV). “The essential form which never alters” (Barclay p. 35). “The essential attributes” (Robertson p. 444). “Denotes the special or characteristic form or feature of a person or thing” (Vine p. 123). Note that in this context, it does not say that Jesus took the "form" (essential nature) of a man, instead Jesus took the "essential" form of a servant (). Jesus was a man, but He was more than a man (John 1:1; John 1:14). This is another clear statement as to the Divine nature of Jesus Christ. How can one have the "essential attributes of God" and not be God? The Bible clearly teaches that Jesus is God (Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1; Colossians 2:9; Hebrews 1:3 “exact representation of His nature”, 1:8).

“Counted not”: Esteem, consider, suppose or think.”And yet He did not see” (Knox). “Yet He did not look upon” (TCNT). We were told earlier in this chapter to "count" others better than ourselves (). Some may ask "Why should I?" The quick response is that Jesus, the Son of God, "counted" us (sinners) more important that His own comfort, rights and privileges.

“Being on an equality with God”: “Did not cling to His prerogatives as God"s equal” (Phi). “Equality”: “Status of divine equality. "Isos" means exactly equal--in number, size, or quality” (Jackson p. 46). Existence in a manner equal with God” (Muller p. 79). “In a manner of equality” (Hendriksen p. 105). “The same in size, number, quality, etc” (Vine p. 38).

“A thing to be grasped”: “As above all things to be clung to” (TCNT). “Grasped”: “To seize or carry off by force. It may have two meanings (a) in the active sense, the act of seizing (b) in the passive sense, a thing held as a prize. "Who though He was subsisting in the essential form of God, yet did not regard His being on an equality of glory and majesty with God as a prize and a treasure to be held fast’” (Vine pp. 215-216 “Prize”). “To be eagerly clung to or retained, a prize to be selfishly hoarded” (Jackson p. 46).

Bruce puts it well when he says, “There is no question of Christ"s trying to snatch or seize equality with God: that was already His because He was in very nature God. Neither is there any question of His trying to retain it by force. The point is rather that He did not treat His equality with God as an excuse for self-assertion or self-aggrandizement; on the contrary, He treated it as an occasion for renouncing every advantage or privilege...as an opportunity for self-impoverishment and unreserved self-sacrifice” (p. 69). Hawthorne reminds us, “Human evaluation may assume ‘that God-likeness means having your own way, getting what you want’, (but) God saw God-likeness essentially as giving and spending oneself out"...This then makes clear that contrary to whatever anyone may think about God, His true nature is characterized not by selfish grabbing; but by an open-handed giving” (p. 85). We often forget that God cannot deny Himself (2 Timothy 2:13). He cannot go against His own nature (Hebrews 6:18). I like the point that "being God" does not mean "having your own way". Instead it involves selfless giving (Luke 6:35). God serves us! On a daily basis (Matthew 5:44-45; Acts 14:16-17; Acts 17:25 “neither is He served by human hands...since He Himself gives to all life and breath and all things”.) How little do we understand "service". Here is the shot between the eyes. God calls us to serve, because He serves. God expects us to place the needs of others, ahead of our own, because He does that. Hence, serving others is for the mature, the spiritually strong, and those who have character. Unselfishness is the path to true dignity, selfish ambition is the path to immaturity and eternal destruction (Romans 2:8).

Verse 7
Philippians 2:7 “but emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant, being made in the likeness of men”

“But”: In contrast to the path of selfish ambition and self-interest. “Emptied”: “Impoverished Himself” (TCNT). Side reference NASV, “laid aside His privileges”. Jesus asserted "equality" with God, even while He was upon the earth (John 5:18). Thus, again as we noted previously, Jesus did not cease to be Divine when He became flesh. The Word became flesh (John 1:1; John 1:14), but He did not cease to be the Word. Carefully consider the context of Philippians 2:1-30 and you will find that Jesus did not change "essences", rather He changed "roles". Obviously, Jesus "gave up" much just to come to this earth: He gave up His right of Heavenly glory (John 17:5). He gave up a glorious environment, instead of dwelling in heavenly splendor, in an intimate relationship with the Father (John 1:1); clothed in splendor, Jesus voluntarily assumed a more humble manner of existence. People often forget that "being on an equality with God", means that Jesus was exactly equal with the Father, in all things, power, glory, splendor, and wisdom, yet He assumed a role beneath the Father, and He voluntarily placed Himself under the Father"s authority (John 14:28). Here is the real meaning of the incarnation. Jesus had every "right" to play the role of the Father, but He was not interested in "His rights". Our salvation was more important to Him, than His own comfort, even when such self-sacrifice would cost Him dearly. See 2 Corinthians 8:9.

Hawthorne makes a good point when he says, “Notice the play on words (‘empty opinion’, ‘conceit’, v 3) which characterized those who were demanding their rights and insisting on their own way and (‘to empty’, v 7) which described the attitude and actions of Christ in terms of setting aside His rights and in not insisting on His own way” (p. 86). 

“Taking”: Voluntarily and freely (Matthew 20:28). Being "God" to Christ, did not mean "grasping" for every "right", but rather, "taking" and using the opportunity to serve and help mankind that He had created (John 1:1-3). “The form”: The essential nature. “Of a servant”: The essential form or nature that Jesus adopted, was the nature of a servant. He served the Father (John 12:49-50) and mankind (Luke 19:10; John 13:1-15; John 15:12-13). “He did not come on earth as king in the power and splendor of a glorified human nature” (Muller pp. 82-83). Thus serving others takes on a new dignity. “The only person in the world who had the right to assert His rights waived them” (Hendriksen p. 109). “It depicts servitude and subjection, unattractiveness and lack of distinction” (Muller p. 82). “Christ entered the stream of human life as a slave, that is, as a person without advantage, with no rights or privileges of His own for the express purpose of placing Himself completely at the service of all mankind” (Hawthorne p. 87). This should remind us, that the Father did not keep His own Son from "suffering" the pains of living. He was born into poverty (Luke 2:24; Leviticus 12:8). Others misunderstood Him, even His own physical family (John 7:5), and the people of His own hometown (Luke 4:28). He suffered hunger and thirst, and others often financially supported Him (Luke 8:3). He did not own a nice house. He did not have any financial security for the future (Matthew 8:20). He did not always have a warm bed in which to sleep (Matthew 8:24). Often people will complain, “Why did God let this happen to me?” They need to be reminded, “Hey, God didn"t even make life easy for His own Son!” Unfortunately, we often forget that whatever trials, temptations and sufferings that come our way, we deserved much worst! (Ezra 9:13)

“Being made”: Note the contrast with "existing in the form of God" (). Jesus never "became" God, for He always "was" God (John 1:1). “Likeness”: “Likeness of men expresses the fact that His mode of manifestation resembled what men are. This leaves room for the assumption of another side of His nature, but this likeness to men did not express His whole self” (Vincent pp. 433-434). See 2:52; John 1:14; Romans 8:3; Colossians 1:22; Hebrews 2:17; Hebrews 4:15; Hebrews 5:7-8; 1 John 4:2-3. All these verses point out that the humanity of Jesus Christ was not an illusion. I like what Hawthorne said concerning the humanity and Deity of Jesus Christ. “That the one who was God undiminished could also be a human person to the fullest, a truly genuine human being possessing all the potential for physical, mental, social and spiritual growth that is proper to humanity (Luke 2:52), and be both at the same time--divine and human, God and man. Hence, anyone coming to the text, in the hope of interpreting the text, must exercise the same kind of balance and reserve, neither tampering with anything relating to the divinity of Christ, nor calling into question any aspect of the reality of His humanity” (p. 88).

Verse 8
Philippians 2:8 “and being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, becoming obedient even unto death, yea, the death of the cross” 

“And being found”: “And being recognized” (Wey). “In fashion”: The external condition. “That which is purely outward and appeals to the senses” (Vincent p. 434). The truth of the last verse is repeated: Jesus actually was a man. “He outwardly appeared as any other human being. There was no halo surrounding Him as He journeyed about!” (Jackson p. 47). The people He interacted with, viewed Him as another human being (Isaiah 53:2-3; Mark 6:3 “Is not this the carpenter?”) Yet, the word "fashion" also admits, that there was more to Jesus that humanity (John 1:18; John 14:9), and various honest people perceived as much (John 7:46; Matthew 16:16). From all external appearances, Jesus had all the characteristics of being a man--He had been born (Luke 2:7), He had grown up (Luke 1:80), He had brothers and sisters (Matthew 13:46), He had learned a trade (Mark 6:3), He had the same physical needs (Matthew 4:2; John 4:6-7). He was social (John 2:1-2). “He had the looks and outward bearing of men. His way of dress, customs and manners resembled those of His contemporaries” (Hendriksen p. 111).

“He humbled Himself”: (). “Becoming obedient even unto death”: He humbled himself, and placed the needs of others ahead of His own, even when He knew that such humility would result in His own loss of life. “Yea”: Even. “The death of the cross”: “Death in its most terrible and revolting form. It was visited upon only the worst of criminals” (Erdman p. 84).

This death involved more than just excruciating pain and suffering. It involved intense shame and humiliation. It was the death reserved for one who was "accursed of God" (Deuteronomy 21:23; Galatians 3:13; Hebrews 12:2). “Cicero wrote: ‘Let the very name of the cross be far away not only from the body of a Roman citizen, but even from his thoughts, his eyes, his ears. Christ"s death by crucifixion was, therefore, the ultimate in human degradation” (Hawthorne p. 90). “It is difficult for us, after so many centuries to realize the unspeakable horror and disgust that the mention or indeed the very thought of the cross provoked. In polite Roman society the word ‘cross’ was an obscenity, not to be uttered in conversation” (Bruce p. 71). The obedience of Jesus to the Father and the love for our souls knew no bounds! But does our "obedience" to Jesus and our love for Him and His people have bounds? Erdman notes, “Such a vision is enough to consume all ‘faction’ and ‘vainglory’, and to ‘pour contempt’ on all our pride” (p. 84). “The underlying thought of verses 5-8 is this: Surely, if Christ Jesus humbled himself so very deeply, you Philippians should be constantly willing to humble yourselves in your own small way” (Hendriksen p. 113).

Verse 9
Philippians 2:9 “Wherefore also God highly exalted Him, and gave unto Him the name which is above every name”

“Wherefore”: Because of such self-sacrifice and selflessness. Someone pointed out that Adam and Eve "grasped" at self-interest and lost everything. Jesus humbled Himself and was exalted. This same principle is true in the life of every individual. Jesus pointed out that self-exaltation is not the path to eternal glory (Luke 18:9-14). In fact, Jesus also taught that all "self-grasping" ultimately results in the complete destitution of self (Matthew 16:25). “God”: The Father. 

“Highly exalted Him”: See Matthew 28:18; Ephesians 1:20-23; Hebrews 1:3. “Exalted Him exceedingly” (Alf). Jesus lived by the same rule that He had laid down to others (Matthew 23:12; Luke 14:11). “The name which is above every name”: “Which stands above all other names” (TCNT). Of course the question is, “What name is under consideration”? From the immediate context, one could equally argue for the names "Jesus" or "Lord", or the complete phrase, "Jesus Christ is Lord" (2:10-11). Various writers remind us that in the ancient world, one"s "name" was always more than a mere designation. The fact that Jesus bears the title "Lord", means that Jesus is Lord, that is, the sovereign of the entire universe (Acts 2:36). Or the fact that He bears the name "Jesus" means that He is the Savior of the world (Matthew 1:23; John 1:29; John 3:16).

Verse 10
Philippians 2:10 “that in the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven and things on earth and things under the earth”

“In the name of Jesus”: This does not mean that we must bow every time someone mentions the name "Jesus", instead “in virtue and in recognition of all that He is and of all that He has done” (Erdman p. 86). Everyone is obligated to admit the authority of Jesus Christ and submit to His will. “Every knee should bow”: The Father expects all to "worship" the Son. That demands that Jesus is Divine (Matthew 4:4). “Should”: The Father knows that many will not bow to His Son (Matthew 7:13-14; 2 Peter 3:9). “Things in heaven”: All the angels (Hebrews 1:6). “Things on earth”: All human beings. Carefully note: This is one more Scripture that asserts that Jesus Christ is the only way to God (John 14:6; Acts 4:12). There is no room for Buddha, Mohammed, Krishna, or other "Lords". The Bible is adamant concerning the fact that one cannot please God and yet at the same time ignore Jesus Christ (Matthew 10:40). “Things under the earth”: Some say evil spirits or the dead. The point being that the whole universe, both spiritual and physical, is to bow before the Son of God.

Right now, we have the choice to submit to Jesus or not. We can of our own freewill humbly and honestly admit the obvious, that Jesus is Lord. But one day, everyone "will" bow (Romans 14:11), and everyone will address and acknowledge Him as "the Lord" (Matthew 7:21-23). Yet then, for some it will be too late. At times we will encounter someone who defiantly claims, “I will never be convinced that Jesus is Divine”. The response of the Christian, “Oh yes you will! There will be no atheists or nonbelievers on the Judgment Day! At this day all contradiction will cease. Every enemy and opponent will be silenced.

Verse 11
Philippians 2:11 “and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father”

“Should”: God does not consider it "unrealistic" for people to believe that Jesus is Lord, even though they cannot presently see Him. The evidence of His true nature is clear (John 20:30-31). Only a very limited number of choices are available when it comes to Who Jesus is. He is either a liar or deceiver, a lunatic or the Son of God. No other logical choice exists. Jesus claimed to be God (John 5:18) and that He was the only way to the Father (John 14:6). The option that He was a good man but not God does not exist, because good men do not make false claims. “Confess”: “Here it suggests the idea of man speaking forth the same concept of Christ, as God has affirmed of Him!” (Jackson p. 49). “The sense here is that of frank and open confession” (Vincent p. 436).

To "confess" Christ is much more than just admitting that He lived. Confessing Christ means that one freely admits everything about Jesus that the Bible asserts. This is no half-hearted confession. One either admits that He is the Lord and that He has every right to tell one what to do (Matthew 28:18), that whatever He taught is absolutely right (Luke 6:46), and that one is prepared to give Him the complete and final say in what one will do.

“That Jesus is Lord”: All other confessions, such as, “He lived”, that “He was a religious teacher”, “good man”, or “prophet”, fail to own up to who Jesus really is (Romans 10:9-10). Unfortunately, there exist a number of people who claim to be Christians, who have no intentions of ever confessing such. “One can sit comfortably in an easy chair and ask historical questions without any commitment or moral response. With the historian"s hat on, one can play at the puzzle of trying to understand the sequence of events by which Jesus came to be called Christ, the Son of God. It is possible to raise fine and intriguing historical questions without ever being required to make any personal decision about them. The irony is that when we meet the Jesus of the text, He is constantly calling us to a decision about Him” [Note: _ "The Word of Life". Thomas Oden p. 206] 

“To the glory of God the Father”: The only statement about Jesus that honors God is the statement that Jesus is Lord. ”Not the earthly emperor but Jesus Christ is the real Ruler!” (Hendriksen p. 116). In this context, we have two beings that are called God (,11). Hawthorne points out, “Finally it is to be noted that although Jesus bears the name ‘Lord’ the name of God Himself (Lord translates the Old Testament "Yahweh"), and is thus obliquely declared to be God with all the rights and privileges of God. God (the Father) suffers no embarrassment; rather He is glorified for He has planned that this be so” (p. 94). Thus when we confess that Jesus is God we have subtracted nothing from the nature of the Father, rather we have only honored Him, because the Father does have a God-less Son!

Verse 12
Philippians 2:12 “So then, my beloved, even as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling”

“So then”: As Christ was obedient, we must be obedient (; Hebrews 5:8-9). “My beloved”: “Paul, however, does not merely issue new commands unfeelingly” (Hawthorne p. 98). “An expression used of Christians ‘bound together by mutual love’” (Jackson p. 49). “You whom Christ loves and I also love, with a love that is deep-seated, thorough-going, intelligent, and purposeful” (Hendriksen p. 119).

The advocates of the "New Hermeneutic" claim that the Epistles were simply "love-letters" to the churches and were never intended to be viewed as containing instruction which was "binding" upon Christians. The above verse reveals that these letters contained a tremendous amount of "love", and yet this "love" commanded Christians to obey the very instructions that made up these letters (; 2 Thessalonians 3:6; 2 Thessalonians 3:14; 1 Corinthians 14:37). Bruce reminds us, “It must be remembered that Paul was not only the Philippians friend; he was to them the apostle of Jesus Christ” (p. 81). 

“Even as ye have always obeyed”: That is, obeyed the commands of God expressed in the gospel message (Romans 6:17; 2 Thessalonians 3:14). “He is not using hollow rhetoric as a tool to win their favor” (Hawthorne p. 98). “Paul loves to praise where there is reason for praise” (Lenski p. 796). This congregation (unlike some) had not challenged or questioned His apostolic authority, and from the very beginning the members here had submitted to the commands of God (Acts 16:14-15). Paul fought against "legalism" (Colossians 2:20-22; Galatians 5:1-4), yet Paul never considered "obedience" to the will of God to be "legalistic". “Not as in my presence only”: “There is always a tendency to relax obedience when the spiritual leader is absent” (Lenski pp. 796-797). Remember Paul had not seen the brethren here for at least four or so years, and yet they were still obedient to his teaching (Acts 20:6).

The Philippian church had thus far escaped a temptation that can exist among Christians. These brethren loved Paul, but they did not have all their Christianity wrapped up in him. They realized that their faith was rooted in God, and not in men, even the best of men (1 Peter 1:21 “so that your faith and hope are in God”). Our "faith" is not what it should be if our level of commitment depends upon another human being. These Christians were not sitting around on their hands waiting for the day that “Paul would once again be their preacher”. “But now much more”: Not that much "more" obedience is needed, rather that greater care to obey will need to be exercised in view of Paul"s absence. “In this absence they have to apply themselves with even greater diligence and vigilance to the task of taking heed unto themselves and their spiritual well-being” (Muller p. 91). “In my absence”: Which may or may not be final (2:17,24). “For in my absence even greater zeal and care are necessary” (Vincent p. 437).

Christians can remain faithful, even though they lack the immediate presence of the apostles, and an entire congregation can remain loyal to God in the absence of the apostles. Paul knew that Christians could understand what He wrote (Ephesians 3:3-5), even apart from his personal assistance. God expected this church to have unity (Philippians 2:1-4), remain faithful (2:12), and continue to be doctrinally sound (1:27) in the absence of the apostles. This reveals that division in the church is not due to a "lack of clarity" concerning the Word of God, or the absence of living apostles.

“Work out”: To do work fully, accomplish, and finish. “Work on to the finish” (Robertson p. 446). “Carry out to the goal. Complete” (Vincent p. 437). “Continue to work out, continuous, sustained, and strenuous effort” (Hendriksen p. 120). “Which always has the idea of bringing to completion. It is as if Paul says: ‘Don"t stop halfway’. No Christian should be satisfied with anything less than the total benefits of the gospel” (Barclay p. 41). “Paul in effect commands the Philippians to keep working and never let up until their ‘salvation’ is achieved” (Hawthorne p. 98). “Your own salvation”: “To make sure of your own salvation” (Wey). “Keep on working clear down to the finishing-point of your salvation” (Wms).

This verse infers human free will. Paul does not say "work for" but "work out". One cannot earn or merit eternal life (Luke 17:10), yet man has duties and responsibilities in reference to the salvation given him by God (Romans 6:1 ff; Ephesians 2:10; Titus 2:14-15). The expression your own salvation reminds us that ultimately we have the final say-so over whether we will end up saved or lost. Our cooperation is needed. Barclay reminds us, “Without man"s co-operation, even God is helpless. A man may be ill and the doctor able to prescribe the drugs that will cure him; but the man will not be cured until he takes them and he may stubbornly refuse all persuasion...It is never God who withholds salvation (2 Peter 3:9); it is always man who deprives himself of it (Acts 13:46)” (p. 42). Salvation is a gift, but the Christian must cherish that gift and make the most of it (2 Peter 1:5-11). “In view of this admonition, how could one possibly assert that man is ‘wholly passive’ with reference to his salvation?” (Jackson p. 49).

“With fear and trembling”: “Reverence and awe” (Wms). Compare with Ephesians 6:5. “Used to describe the anxiety of one who distrusts his ability completely to meet all requirements, but religiously does his utmost to fulfill his duty” (Jackson p. 49). “An attitude of due reverence and awe in the presence of God, a sensitivity to His will” (Bruce p. 82). “The words do not denote slavish or cowardly terror, but submission and reverence toward God, and a humble distrust of self. There is something too jaunty and self-confident and flippant in the attitude of many Christians toward their ‘own salvation’. One must be conscious of his own weakness and continual moral peril” (Erdman pp. 88-89). “Wholesome, serious caution. ‘This fear is self-distrust; it is tenderness of conscience; it is vigilance against temptation. It is taking heed lest we fall; it is a constant apprehension of the deceitfulness of the heart. It is the caution and circumspection which timidly shrinks from whatever would offend and dishonor God and the Saviour’” (Vincent p. 437).

Barclay gives the following observations: “It is not the fear and trembling which drives us to hide from God, but rather the fear and trembling which drives us to seek God, in the certainty that without His help we cannot effectively face life. It comes, second, from a horror of grieving God. When we really love a person, we are not afraid of what he may do to us; we are afraid of what we may do to him. The Christian"s great fear is of crucifying Christ again” (p. 43) (Hebrews 6:6; Hebrews 10:29). I like that last comment. Instead of being so concerned about "how we feel", Christians are more concerned about "how God feels". 

Verse 13
Philippians 2:13 “for it is God who worketh in you both to will and to work, for His good pleasure”

“For”: Here is incentive for Christians to "work out their own salvation". “God who worketh”: The present tense is here used. “Because God works and has worked, therefore man must and can work” (Hawthorne p. 100). “Both to will and to work”: “Inspiring your will and your action” (Gspd). The previous verse guards against the interpretation that says that God miraculously or mysteriously overrides the free will of individuals. If God does, then is meaningless, that is, there is no way that Christians could fail to obey it.

God "changes" the will of an individual through His revelation to mankind. It is the word of God that changes the direction of a man"s heart and hence the direction of a man"s life (Acts 2:37; Hebrews 4:12; Romans 1:16; Romans 10:17). This verse does not demand that God is "personally" in these believers. We use the same type of language when describing the "influence" for good that a parent has on a child. If I am having a good positive influence on my child, then is could be said that "I am working in them both to will and to work". Jesus pointed out that God is working in the believer only as long as the believer is allowing the word of God to influence their lives (John 8:37; John 15:7). If we listen to the word of God, we will find the strength, the right motives, and the work that we need to be doing for God (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

“For His good pleasure”: “To execute His gracious will” (Wey). “To do what He wants” (Beck). This verse reveals that we can tell if an individual is allowing God to influence them or not. What "fruit" is seen in their lives? Are they wanting to do God"s will? Or are they wanting to do their own will? If one is allowing God to work in them, then one will be doing God’s pleasure. 

Verse 14
Philippians 2:14 “Do all things without murmurings and questionings”

“Do all things”: Compare with . “One whose faith in God is weak soon falls before the temptations of questioning the will and providence of God and of finding grounds for contention” (Erdman p. 90). This is also true of the selfish man or woman (2:3-4). “Without”: “But obedience may be of two kinds: grudging or voluntary. ‘On the outside I may be sitting down, but on the inside I am still standing up’, said the boy who after repeated admonitions to sit down and finally obeyed’, fearing that otherwise he might be punished” (Hendriksen pp. 124). “True religion is never merely external compliance” (p. 124). The inference from these passages is clear. The Christian who is miserable as a Christian, is the Christian who is still pre-occupied with self (2:3-4). “Murmurings”: A grumbling or grudging. “Used of Israel"s complaining in the wilderness (1 Corinthians 10:10)” (Jackson p. 50). “Complaining” (Beck). “It is a kind of grumbling action that promotes ill will instead of harmony and good will” (Acts 6:1; 1 Peter 4:9) (Hawthorne p. 101). “Questionings”: “Skeptical doubts and criticisms” (Erdman p. 90). “Intellectual rebellion against God” (Jackson p. 50). “Faultfinding” (Amp). “Submission to God"s will must be inward as well as outward” (P.P. Comm. p. 62). The frustrated or discontented Christian will often look for a “doubt” to free them from God"s obligations.

Muller remarks, “This will demand self-denial and self-renunciation (verses 3 and 4). There must be no opposition or questioning with them who wish to carry into effect the calling of God” (p. 93).

Verse 15
Philippians 2:15 “that ye may become blameless and harmless, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom ye are seen as lights in the world”

“That”: “All the injunctions Paul lays down upon the Philippians (,4, 12-14) are for a purpose” (Hawthorne p. 101). “Ye”: This would equally apply to every Christian. “May become”: Such a goal is possible for every Christian, yet “may become” is not the same as “automatic” or “unconditional”. “Become implies a process of development. It is part of that salvation which they are to work out” (Erdman p. 91). “Blameless”: “For with believers an outwardly blameless life must couple itself with inward sincerity and purity and simplicity” (Muller p. 93 ). "Blameless" does not mean "sinless" (1 John 1:8-10), instead it describes the type of person who always makes the proper acknowledgement and correction for the sins they commit. “Harmless”: Unmixed, thus innocent. “Unmixed, pure; these two terms describe conduct and motive” (Jackson p. 50). “The Greek implies that which is ‘unmixed’, ‘unadulterated’, or ‘unalloyed’. Their lives are to be all of one piece, not part belonging to God and part to sin and self” (Erdman p. 91). “The word Conveys the idea of simplicity of character, purity, guiltlessness, or innocence” (Hawthorne p. 102). Paul is instructing that there should be “nothing in their hearts and their motives that ought not to be there” (Lenski p. 802).

From the context we learn that being self-assertive, self-centered, bitter, and complaining will frustrate the goal mentioned in this verse. Selfishness will prevent any Christian from having a good reputation among non-Christians and from having pure motives.

“Children of God”: Becoming a child of God is just the beginning. Will we be a child of God that draws people to your Father? Or, will we be a child of God that people use as an excuse for why they do not want to become a Christian? “Without blemish”: “Means unblemished in reputation and in reality” (Vincent p. 439). This context already has revealed what will blemish us. Conflicting motives, impure motives, selfish motives in the heart of any Christian will only result in a Christianity that does not appear to be genuine, because in reality it is not. 

“In the midst of”: The modern American landscape is filled with "role-models”, yet it often lacks "good examples". Our "advanced" society is in great need of seeing genuine Christians. “Crooked”: Something that is warped. “Perverse”: To distort or corrupt. “Living in a warped and diseased world” (Phi). The Bible demonstrates that when people twist the truth for their own selfish ends (Romans 1:21-22), they end up wrong on morality as well (Romans 1:24 ff). Twisted thinking leads to twisted living.

Since every generation contains sinners (Romans 3:23), every generation is bound to be crooked and morally perverse (Matthew 12:39; Acts 2:40). This is one more reason why we are not to "love" the world (1 John 2:15). The world is "messed up"! 

“Among whom ye are seen”: It is easy to forget that Christians are “seen”. People actually are playing very close attention to the way that we live. “Lights”: It “means any light-bearing body. It was used of a torch, a lantern, even of harbor beacons” (Hawthorne p. 103). “Really means stars, bearers of light” (Muller p. 94). “The word used for ‘lights’ is the same as is used in the creation story of the lights which God set in the firmament (Genesis 1:14-18)” (Barclay p. 44). “These luminaries do not shine for their own sake; they shine to provide light for all the world. The same should be true of Christians: they live for the sake of others” (Bruce p. 85). “In the world”: The world is in desperate need of such "light" (1 John 5:19; Acts 26:18). The "good works" of Matthew 5:14-16, that we are to let "shine" include the good works of “harmony, of selflessness, of service to others” (Hawthorne p. 103). Christians must always remember that they are not the final source for the "light" they reflect. Let"s give God all the credit, and the main point is not "being different" or standing in contrast to the world, instead the important thing is giving the "right" contrast. Our "difference" must be rooted in Scripture and not our own weird opinions. The salvation of our friends and neighbors, in part, depends upon the "signal" we are presently sending. An old expression is "they (we) are the Bible the world reads and studies". The decision to become a Christian is a decision to be a light-bearer (Ephesians 5:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:5)

Verse 16
Philippians 2:16 “holding forth the word of life; that I may have whereof to glory in the day of Christ, that I did not run in vain neither labor in vain”

“Holding forth”: The present tense is here used. Either holding forth or holding fast, which really results in the same thing. “To hold forth or hold out” (Robertson p. 447). “To hold before, to hold out to others, like a torch which is held out before the bearer” (Muller p. 94). “The word of life”: The word of God that gives life. We are to hold forth the Word of Life and not our own opinions. When people encounter Christians, they should encounter the gospel message. One cannot hold forth the Word of God, if one does not have any confidence in it. Everybody "holds forth" something! It is impossible to avoid advocating some point of view, so why not admit the fact that our time would be best spent in promoting God"s point of view? “No one would take their message seriously if their way of life was at variance with it. But if they lived in such a way that their neighbors asked what enabled them to lead such lives then they could tell them of the word of life that had revolutionized their attitude and conduct” (Bruce p. 85). The gospel is called the "Word of Life", because spiritual life is not found in any other message (Romans 1:16; Acts 5:20; Acts 13:26). 

“That I may have whereof to glory in the day of Christ”: “So that I can be proud of you” (Mof). “The fidelity of these saints will result in Paul"s glorying in them...as his ‘pride and joy’” (Jackson p. 50). “Only if they hold fast to this gospel and continually obey its demands will he be able to boast about them to Christ” (Hawthorne p. 104). “In the day of Christ”: That is, the day Christ returns ().

“That I did not run in vain”: Compare with Galatians 2:2. “I did not run my course for nothing” (TCNT). “Neither labor”: “Or toil for nothing” (TCNT). Galatians 4:11 “I fear for you, that somehow I have wasted my efforts on you”. “Laboring indicates exerting oneself in exhausting toil” (Hendriksen p. 126). “To work to the point of weariness” (Jackson p. 50). Paul is very blunt at times. He could only have "pride" in the Philippians at the judgment, if they remained faithful and advanced in spiritual maturity. The following attitudes will not be accepted, “At least I tried for awhile”. “I did more than most, at least I became a Christian and lived the life for sometime”. “I was really on fire there for awhile”. A Christianity that comes up short, does not impress God (Luke 14:28-29; Luke 8:13; 2 Timothy 2:11-13; 2 Peter 2:20-22). 

Verse 17
Philippians 2:17 “Yea, and if I am offered upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I joy, and rejoice with you all”

“Yea”: “But even” (NASV). “If I am offered upon the sacrifice and service of your faith”: “Even if my lifeblood must be poured out for a sacrifice to nurture your faith” (Ber) “Sacrifice and service resulting from their faith” (Jackson p. 51). “Even if, when your faith is offered as a sacrifice to God, my life-blood must be poured out in addition” (TCNT). “Offered”: To devote one’s life or blood as a sacrifice. “Lit., I am poured out as a libation 2 Timothy 4:6” (Vincent p. 440). “When a sacrifice, such as a burnt offering with its accompanying cereal offerings, was presented in the temple at Jerusalem, a drink-offering or libation of wine or olive oil might be poured over it or beside it. This was added last, and completed the sacrifice” (Bruce p. 88). This same was true in reference to the offerings of the pagan religions. So the Philippians were familiar with the symbolism here. Most commentators think that Paul is referring to his possible imminent death, yet the tense of the word "offered" is present, that is, something that is happening to Paul when he writes this letter and that will continue to happen. Jackson says, “To make a libation of one"s self by expending energy and life in the service of the Gospel” (p. 51), and yet, this unselfish giving could result in his death. Paul exhorts them and says that he is pouring himself out (“running and “laboring”) for them as well (2 Corinthians 12:15).

Paul reminds the Philippians, lest they begin to feel sorry for themselves, that he is making sacrifices for them too, and such an unselfish spending of himself for them and for all Gentiles, could result in his death. How soon do we forget that, some 2000 years later, we also greatly benefit from the sacrifices that the apostles made? If such men were willing to lay their lives on the line so that generations to come might have the opportunity to read the Word of God and be saved, shouldn"t we at least take the time to invest in our own salvation, not to mention, the salvation of others?

“I joy”: What unselfishness! No bitterness or resentment here (2 Corinthians 12:15). “And rejoice with you all”: “And share the joy of you all” (TCNT). This infers that there was joy among the Philippians for Paul to share in. First Century Christians rejoiced, even when their faith demanded sacrifices of them. Have we restored that aspect of New Testament Christianity? Do we have the spirit of being glad and proud to serve? Of being ready to sacrifice for the souls of others and finding wholesome and true delight in such?

Verse 18
Philippians 2:18 “and in the same manner do ye also joy, and rejoice with me”

“And in the same manner”: “Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me” (Wey.) Paul did not need pity, instead he wanted Christians to share in his joy of serving God, despite the personal costs. He was doing much good, and the Philippians themselves were some of the fruits of his sacrifices. Why should anyone feel sorry for him? Either way, whether he lived or died, he had a bright future (). Erdman points out, “He held no morbid view of life. He indulged in no sickly sentiment as to death” (pp. 93-94). Here we see some of that like-mindedness that Christians are to have (2:2). We are to equally appreciate service rendered to God. We should be able to rejoice with the person who has overcome self and is able to offer their life as a sacrifice to God (Romans 12:1-2). We should exclaim, “Job well done!” Hence, Paul"s attitude was not that being a Christian was good despite the hardships, but that being a Christian was good, hardships and all. All of it was well worth it! 

Timothy’s upcoming visit

“Paul, the joyful servant of Jesus Christ, the optimistic prisoner, the humble cross-bearer, is also the thoughtful administrator. Even from his prison in Rome he manages in a masterly fashion the spiritual terrain entrusted to his care, so that we marvel at his practical wisdom, gracious consideration of the needs and feelings of others, and delightful unselfishness” (Hendriksen p. 133). “Paul is forced by circumstances to remain away from the church at Philippi, at least temporarily. But in the meantime he has excellent contingency plans” (Hawthorne pp. 108-109).

Verse 19
Philippians 2:19 “But I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy shortly unto you, that I also may be of good comfort, when I know your state”

“I hope in the Lord Jesus”: This is a reminder that his plans were subject to the lordship of Jesus Christ. “To accentuate the idea of Christ"s will and lordship and right of disposal over all the apostle"s doings, intentions and expectations” (Muller p. 97). “By this he means that he wants his desire for Timothy to be consistent with whatever the Lord wills in the matter. Paul is keenly aware of the Lord"s providential activity in his life and ministry” (Jackson p. 53). Compare with James 4:15.

“Shortly unto you”: Possibly as soon as the outcome of his trial becomes clearer. “That I also may be of good comfort, when I know your state”: “While his Philippian friends would doubtless be glad to have news of him, he was anxious to have news of them” (Bruce p. 91). Instead of focusing upon his own imprisonment, his mind is on the needs of others. Paul wants to hear about them, and he would rather have the Philippians be the "topic" of conversation, than his own situation. Remember, Timothy was a very valuable and encouraging worker for the Lord. Another man might have argued, “I need Timothy more than you do”.

Verse 20
Philippians 2:20 “For I have no man likeminded, who will care truly for your state”

“For”: The reason he is sending Timothy. “I have no man likeminded”: “As interested as I am” (Lam). “As near of my own attitude” (Ber). “It is as if Paul were saying, ‘You, Philippians, must not be disappointed if upon my release I cannot in person immediately come to see you. No one is better qualified and more favorably disposed (than Timothy)’” (Hendriksen p. 134). “Care truly for your state”: “Who would take a genuine interest in your welfare” (TCNT). “Paul knows of no messenger whom he can dispatch, who will be as ‘in tune’ with the saints at Philippi, as will Timothy” (Jackson p. 55). “There is no hypocrisy in this youth” (Jackson p. 55). Paul intends to make clear to the Philippians that whatever Timothy says in his mission to Philippi and whatever decisions he makes will be his (Paul"s) as well, and no one should oppose the disciple (1 Corinthians 4:16). Timothy had assisted in founding the church in Philippi (Acts 16:1 ff). In addition, he had visited them since (Acts 19:22). Paul and his companions practice what has been written to the Philippians (2:3-4). “Paul has encouraged them to look out for ‘the interests of others’; these words of his will be reinforced by Timothy"s example” (Bruce p. 92). “Paul has been urging upon the Philippians the necessity of self-forgetful, humble service. The supreme example given has been that of Christ. However, Paul has expressed his own willingness to die in the service of his friends; and now he mentions two companions whose lives have been devoted to sympathetic care” (Erdman p. 95). 

Verse 21
Philippians 2:21 “For they all seek their own, not the things of Jesus Christ” 

“For they all seek their own”: “They are all pursuing their own aims” (TCNT). “Everyone else seems to be worrying about his own plans” (Tay). This is not intended to refer to all the Christians that Paul knew, because Paul commends other Christians around the same time that he wrote this letter (Ephesians 6:21; Colossians 4:7-14). From Philippians 1:15-17 we have already learned that not every Christian in Rome was inspired by the highest motives. Hendriksen adds, “And so also, the very people whose names had momentarily occurred to Paul when the decision was made to send someone to Philippi, either had offered excuses or upon further reflection were simply dismissed from the apostle"s mind as spiritually unqualified” (p. 136). “Paul had found, in all probability, that when he proposed to some that they should visit far-distant Philippi (some 600 miles distant), they all shrank, making various excuses. 

Hendriksen notes, “But is it not true that upon his release Paul would like nothing better than to keep Timothy in his own immediate company? Was not Timothy the man whom Paul could least afford to spare? True, but in his mind and heart the apostle had already decided on this personal sacrifice. And this willingness always to subordinate his own immediate interests to those of the kingdom (1 Corinthians 10:33) also explains why the apostle can use such strong language with respect to those who are of an opposite disposition. Thus later also, during his second and far more severe Roman imprisonment, he was not selfishly going to try to keep around him as many friends as possible (2 Timothy 4:10-12)” (pp. 134-135).

Verse 22
Philippians 2:22 “But ye know the proof of him, that, as a child serveth a father he served with me in furtherance of the gospel”

“The proof”: “The trials which have proved his worth” (Con). “What Timothy has proved himself to be” (TCNT). “His proved character” (ABUV). “But his quality is clear to you” (Bas). “They knew how severely at Philippi he had been tried and how nobly he had survived the ordeal” (Erdman p. 98). “Proved reliability” (Muller p. 99). “Thus they should realize immediately that no ‘mediocre substitute’ was being sent to them” (Hawthorne p. 111). “As a child serveth a father”: “An intense illustration stressing love and faithfulness” (Jackson p. 56). Compare with 1 Timothy 1:2 and 2 Timothy 1:2. “He served with me”: “But Paul not only says that Timothy worked side by side with him, but as a son works alongside his father. The picture is drawn from the world of Paul"s day where it was expected that a son should learn his trade from his father. The Philippians knew, therefore, that Timothy was coming to them having learned all that Paul could teach him. He was coming to them to express exactly the apostle"s mind” (Hawthorne p. 111). See 1 Corinthians 4:17 and 2 Timothy 3:10-11). Barclay notes, “Timothy"s value was that he was always willing to go anywhere; and in his hands a message was as safe as if Paul had delivered it himself. Others might be consumed with selfish ambition; but Timothy"s one desire was to serve Paul and Jesus Christ” (p. 48). What an example to follow! Timothy was a very gifted and talented young man, but he was content to serve with Paul in spreading the gospel. He did not feel compelled to invent his own brand of Christianity. 

“In furtherance of the gospel”: “He had toiled with me like a slave in preaching the good news” (Wms). 

Verse 23
Philippians 2:23 “Him therefore I hope to send forthwith, so soon as I shall see how it will go with me”

“Forthwith”: “Without delay” (Con). “Immediately” (NASV). “So soon as I shall see how it will go with me”: “As soon as” (NASV). “The result of the trial would probably become sufficiently evident some time before judgment was finally pronounced” (Bruce p. 93). “Once the verdict has been announced, the Philippians, far from being left in the dark, will be informed by no one less than beloved Timothy, who will carry the news to them without any delay” (Hendriksen pp. 136-137).

Verse 24
Philippians 2:24 “but I trust in the Lord that I myself also shall come shortly” 

“Thus calmly does Paul await the decision. Thus fearlessly does he look into the unknown future. Busy with his task, interested in the welfare of his fellow Christians. However, he waits in an attitude of hope. He has no weak longing to die, no cowardly desire to escape from the ills of life” (Erdman p. 99). “As always, his plans for the future were subject to the wishes of his Lord and master. Hence, he could rest easy without worry. The problem of his future was not his to solve, but his Lord"s” (Hawthorne p. 113). Paul is confident that he will be released (), and yet is willing to submit to whatever future the Lord has in store for him. Paul has that underlying conviction that God is good and that he is willing to patiently wait for God"s providence to unfold, even if that means he must die.

The return of Epaphroditus
Verse 25
Philippians 2:25 “But I counted it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother and fellow-worker and fellow-soldier, and your messenger and minister to my need”

“I counted it necessary”: “Yet I deem it important” (Wey). It is easy to overlook why this explanation was necessary. Some in Philippi might complain, “Why did you (Epaphroditus) leave Paul? Especially in view of the fact that the verdict was not in yet?” Paul is saying, “Let no one say, ‘How shameful for you to have acted contrary to the charge which we gave you, and to have deserted Paul at the very time when that honored prisoner, who is awaiting a life-or-death verdict needs you most’ Says Paul, as it were, ‘Bear in mind, Philippians, that Epaphroditus is returning to you because I myself consider it necessary to send him back to you’” (Hendriksen p. 140). “Epaphroditus”: “Little is known of this good man. He obviously was from a pagan background for his Greek name corresponds to the Latin, Venustus (belonging to Venus)” (Jackson p. 56). Hawthorne observes, “It is interesting to observe that although it embodies the name of Aphrodite, the Greek goddess of love, beauty and fertility--the personification of the sexual instinct--who was worshipped throughout almost all of the Greek world, no believer, not even the apostle Paul, demanded that (he) change his pagan idolatrous name” (pp. 115-116). “My brother”: A member of the same spiritual family. “Fellow-worker”: United with Paul in the effort to spread the gospel. Could Paul honestly refer to us as fellow-workers? 

“Fellow-soldier”: “A worker must needs to a warrior, for in the work of the gospel one encounters many foes” (Hendriksen p. 139). “Epaphroditus was one with Paul in sympathy, one with him in work, one with him in danger. He in truth has stood in the firing-line” (Barclay p. 49). “Your messenger”: Epaphroditus had brought financial assistance from Philippi to Paul (). “Minister to my need”: This probably suggests that in addition to delivering their financial support, Epaphroditus had also been sent to take care of whatever needs Paul might have. Erdman points out, “The word minister describes one who is engaged in a ‘priestly service’. Thus does Paul, with true spiritual insight, express the real dignity of all tasks undertaken in the name of Christ and in his service. Epaphroditus was probably engaged chiefly in humble or menial tasks in providing for the physical needs of the apostle” (p. 101). See Matthew 25:31-46. “Paul is making it easy for Epaphroditus to go home. It is touching to think of Paul, himself in the very shadow of death, in prison and awaiting judgment, showing such Christian consideration for Epaphroditus. He was facing death, and yet it mattered to him that Epaphroditus should not meet with embarrassment when he went home. Paul was a true Christian in his attitude to others; for he was never so immersed in his own troubles that he had no time to think of the troubles of his friends” (Barclay p. 50).

Verse 26
Philippians 2:26 “Since he longed after you all, and was sore troubled, because ye had heard that he was sick”

“He longed after you all”: “To year for” (Jackson p. 58). “And was sore troubled”: “Distressed” (Mon). “Depressed, full of sorrow” (Jackson p. 58). “Interestingly, this distress seems to have been caused by Epaphroditus" anxiety for the Philippian"s anxiety for him upon their learning that he was sick” (Hawthorne p. 117). “Because ye had heard that he was sick”: Lenski notes, “What worried the sick man was the fact that the people who had sent him, probably at considerable expense to themselves, to do so much for Paul, heard that all their good plans had failed, had only put a further burden on Paul instead of relieving his other burdens” (p. 821-822). “Epaphroditus was depressed because the folks in Philippi were anxious about him, and Paul was concerned about their worry over this courageous Christian man. What a wonderful circle of concern! Would that more saints were as sympathetic to the feelings of their brethren” (Jackson p. 58).

Verse 27
Philippians 2:27 “for indeed he was sick nigh unto death: but God had mercy on him; and not on him only, but on me also, that I might not have sorrow upon sorrow”

“He was sick nigh unto death”: “He had a sickness which brought him almost to death” (Con). “I can assure you that his illness very nearly proved fatal” (TCNT). “God had mercy on Him”: He had recovered. 

“Here is an interesting question: since Paul had miraculous powers, why did he not just heal the brother and be done with the matter? Because spiritual gifts were not employed in that manner” (Jackson p. 58). Other verses also point out that the spiritual gifts had a higher purpose than mere personal benefit (1 Timothy 5:23; 2 Timothy 4:20). Notice nothing is said that this healing was miraculously accomplished, rather God can also heal through His providential workings as well. “That I might not have sorrow upon sorrow”: “Sorrow coming upon sorrow, as wave after wave” (Vincent p. 441). “The sorrow of losing him to add to my sufferings” (Phi).

Verse 28
Philippians 2:28 “I have sent him therefore the more diligently, that, when ye see him again, ye may rejoice, and that I may be the less sorrowful”

“I have sent him therefore the more diligently”: “The more promptly” (Rhm. “With special urgency” (Jackson p. 58). That is sooner than Paul had originally intended and sooner than the Philippians were expecting him to come back. Because of this serious illness and their concern for him, Paul decides that his swift return would be the best thing for all involved. “That”: The purpose being. “When ye see him again, ye may rejoice”: That this beloved brother of theirs is alive and well. “And that I may be the less sorrowful”: “I may feel more relieved” (Gspd). “Paul himself would be the more relieved to think of the mutual joy that Epaphroditus and his friends in Philippi would experience when they were safely reunited” (Bruce p. 97). “It is the expectation of their joy which makes him glad. There is a certain sublimity of unselfishness in the case of one who finds relief in a personal loss by which others are to gain” (Erdman p. 103).

Verse 29
Philippians 2:29 “Receive him therefore in the Lord with all joy; and hold such in honor”

“Receive him therefore in the Lord with all joy”: “Give him a hearty Christian welcome” (Wms). “And hold such in honor”: “Hold in honor men like him” (Wms). The word honor means “prized” or “precious”, meaning that men like this are rare! No disrespect is to be shown to this man because he came back “early” from this trip (1 Corinthians 16:15-18).

Verse 30
Philippians 2:30 “because for the work of Christ he came nigh unto death, hazarding his life to supply that which was lacking in your service toward me” 

“Because”: Here is one more reminder of his personal sacrifice. “For the work of Christ”: In contrast, to ones own personal gain or agenda. “Hazarding His life”: Exposing himself to danger. “The word hazarding is a very dramatic term. It is a gambler"s term. It means to risk. In the days of the Early Church there was an association of men and women called the gamblers. It was their aim and object to visit the prisoners and the sick, especially those who were ill with dangerous and infectious diseases” (Jackson p. 59). “Such a word brings its own challenge and rebuke to an easy-going Christianity which makes no stern demands, and calls for no limits of self-denying, self-effacing sacrifice” (Hawthorne p. 120).

“To supply that which was lacking in your service toward me”: “To do for me in person what distance prevented you all from doing” (Phi). “That which you would have done if you could, he did for you--therefore receive him with all joy” (Alford p. 1269). “Lacking”: This is not a term of rebuke, rather Paul praises Epaphroditus and the whole congregation that sent him. He had simply done "in person", what they wanted to, but circumstances prevented all of them from doing. Hence in this chapter we have four examples of the attitude expressed in : Jesus (2:5-8); Timothy (2:19-24); Epaphroditus (2:25-30) and of course Paul who had unselfishly sent both of these beloved and needed co-workers. In view of such examples, the qualities demanded in 2:3-4 look very appealing.

03 Chapter 3 
Introduction
I. Warning against Judaizing teachers: 

II. Paul"s own example as an argument against the Judaizers: 

III. An exhortation to follow his example: 

IV. Warning against enemies of the cross: 

V. By contrast: The outlook of the Christian: 

Paul"s praise of his friends () is followed by a swift rebuke of his foes. Chapter 3:2-3 seems to be best understood as referring to Judaizing teachers, who tried to bind various aspects of the Law of Moses upon Christians. The Church at Philippi might not have been immediately threatened by such teachers, as were the churches of Galatia (Galatians 1:6-9; Galatians 4:10-11; Galatians 5:1-4), but virtually every congregation in the ancient world had found itself eventually confronted with these false teachers (Acts 15:1; Acts 15:5; Acts 15:24; 2 Corinthians 11:22-23; Colossians 2:16-23). Paul then uses his own example to vividly illustrate the vanity of trying to find acceptance with God on the basis of those things connected with the Jewish religion. This is a wonderful chapter. On the one hand it demonstrates that man cannot earn or merit salvation (3:9), and that salvation is not found in the Jewish religion (3:7-8). On the other hand, it plainly shows that Christianity contains it"s own requirements and conditions for salvation. The Christian must try, strive, and exert effort, and that grace is never an excuse to engage in sin (3:12-19).

Verse 1
Philippians 3:1 “Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you, to me indeed is not irksome, but for you it is safe”

“Finally”: Compare with . “Literally, ‘as for the rest’” (Robertson p. 451). “The word may mean "henceforth" or merely "further"” (Erdman p. 107). The same word is used when Paul makes a transition or begins a new topic in his letters (1 Thessalonians 4:1; 2 Thessalonians 3:1). “Rejoice in the Lord”: See 1:18; 2:17-18; and 4:4,10). “Present tense, keep on rejoicing in the Lord. It is probably designed to instill confidence in the brethren in spite of the warnings which are to follow” (Jackson pp. 61-62). Bad news will always confront the Christian. False teaching will always be prevalent (2 Peter 2:1; 1 John 4:1), temptation will constantly surround us (Ephesians 6:10 ff), and the local congregation will always be faced with the fact that a certain percentage of those converted, won"t remain faithful (Luke 8:11-15). Yet in the midst of all this bad news, the Christian always has something to rejoice in, their own relationship with the Lord. The joy of the Christian is not rooted in external circumstances. Thus, we have a joy that nobody outside of ourselves can really touch (John 16:22). “To write the same things to you”: Indicating that the warning to be given, had been given before. “To me indeed is not irksome”: “To repeat the same warnings is not wearisome to me” (Con). “It doesn"t bore me to repeat”; “I never get tired of telling you this” (Tay). “Like any good teacher, Paul was never afraid of repetition. It may well be that one of our faults is our desire for novelty. The great saving truths of Christianity do not change; and we cannot hear them too often. No teacher must find it a trouble to go over and over again the great truths of the Christian faith” (Barclay p. 52). The Bible stresses repetition in preaching (2 Peter 1:12-15; Titus 3:1; 2 Timothy 4:2-4; 2 Timothy 2:14; 1 Timothy 4:6). I am impressed that Paul did not find doctrine to be boring. “But for you it is safe”: “It is a safeguard for you” (NASV). “It is a safe precaution” (Wey). “It is good for you to hear it again and again” (Tay). “Safe”: “Is to be taken in an active sense, tending to make you safe” (Lenski p. 827).

The Philippians would be "protected" from false teachers and their erroneous doctrines, in the exact same manner that we are today. That is, such protection is found in adhering to the writings of the apostles. Believing that the apostles actually wrote the Word of God (1 Thessalonians 2:13), and loving the truth contained in the Word of God above all other ideas (2 Thessalonians 2:10-12), will guard one against believing error. Carefully note: The Philippians had to interpret Paul"s letter, just as we do today. Paul did not have a problem with people interpreting what he said. He knew that his writings were of such clarity that honest hearts who love truth would not reach the wrong conclusions (Ephesians 3:3-5). Peter agrees (2 Peter 3:15-16). This verse clearly advocates that spiritual safety is found in obeying the letters of the apostles. Obviously then, the epistles are very important and vital for our eventual salvation. It would be spiritual suicide to say that we are not expected to obey what is found in the letters that the apostles wrote to the early churches. 

Verse 2
Philippians 3:2 “Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the concision”

“Beware”: To look at and thus to take heed. Notice the emphasis, “Beware..beware..beware. Three times for urgency” (Robertson p. 451). “Paul"s pen almost shouts” (Jackson p. 62). "Dogs, evil workers and concision refers to one common type of false teacher or enemy and not three different forms of opposition. The threat is real. Christians cannot be gullible. There is some debate concerning exactly who Paul is condemning in these verses. Basically two views exist: (a) Jewish teachers. (b) Judaizing teachers in the church, that is Jews who had become Christians and who were trying to bind various aspects of the Law of Moses upon Christians (Acts 15:1-5). It seems to me that Paul has Judaizing teachers in mind because this was the same threat faced by other congregations. Zealous advocates of the Jewish faith did persecute the church, but such was really only an external danger. In contrast, the Judaizers were within the church already (Galatians 2:4). Christians already knew that unconverted zealous Jews were lost, by contrast the Judaizers had become Christians and were members of the Church. “Dogs”: Compare with Matthew 7:6 and Revelation 22:15. The Jews often referred to Gentiles as such. Possibly the Judaizers had used this term when referring to those who did not support their doctrine. Paul now “hurls this term of contempt back on the heads of its authors” (Hawthorne p. 125). 

The word "dog" was a term of reproach in the Middle East, because the "dogs" they often encountered were wild and roamed in packs. “The dogs were the pariah dogs, roaming the streets, sometimes in packs, hunting amidst the garbage dumps and snapping and snarling at all whom they met...feeding on the refuse and filth of the streets, quarrelling among themselves, and attacking the passer-by” (Barclay pp. 53-54). “Paul insists that these false teachers are the real ‘dogs’. They have followed Paul, growling, barking, snapping at his heels” (Erdman p. 109). False teaching is serious business. “Yes, Paul called errorists rather harsh names. He followed Jesus in this respect (Matthew 7:15; Acts 20:29). These are not wrong, passionate names but terribly true ones. They are a little unpopular today” (Lenski p. 828).

“Evil workers”: Compare with 2 Corinthians 11:13 “deceitful workers”, “mischievous workers” (Rhm), “the evil workmen”(Con). More is necessary than being "religiously busy". These false teachers were not lazy. They were workers. Teaching error with effort does not impress God (Romans 10:1-3; Matthew 23:15). “When one commences a pursuit of his own ‘works’, rather than those of God, he has become an evil worker” (Jackson p. 62). Compare with 2 John 1:9-11 and Galatians 1:6-9. In addition, such men probably taught “some” truth, but teaching some truth does not make up for teaching “some” error (Matthew 7:21-23). “Concision”: “The noun here is a play upon the word circumcision. It means mutilation” (Vincent p. 444). “There is a pun in the Greek which is not transferable to English. ‘Peritemnein’ means to circumcise. ‘Kataemnein’ means to mutilate. "You Jews think that you are circumcised; in point of fact, you are only mutilated’” (Barclay p. 55).

The Judaizers prided themselves on being "circumcised" (Acts 15:1; Acts 15:5; Galatians 2:3-5; Galatians 5:1-4). Paul brings them back down to earth. This phrase infers that the Judaizers are not part of the true circumcision (Philippians 3:3; Romans 2:28-29). This section also suggests that requiring circumcision as a means of securing salvation (Acts 15:1; Acts 15:5), is not only vain, it is worse than useless. It is actually practicing mutilation. “Some have charged that Paul was too harsh and that his language was not becoming of an apostle of Christ. Such criticisms are born out of sheer ignorance. (1) If there is a criticism to be offered, then level it at the Lord Himself, for He, not Paul, is the ultimate author of the apostle"s writings (1 Corinthians 2:13; 1 Corinthians 14:37)” (Jackson p. 63). Compare the language of the prophets (Jeremiah 5:8); John the Baptist (Matthew 3:7), and the Lord Himself (Matthew 23:1-39). While we must preach the truth with the right motives and attitude (Ephesians 4:15; 2 Timothy 2:25), it is also just as important to preach it just as strongly and plainly as Jesus and the apostles preached it. To be and remain the true Church, our pulpit needs to always be open to the kind of preaching practiced by Jesus and His disciples. We need to be careful of being too caustic, that is, just plain cruel, but we also need to be careful of becoming "too polite". I have found that the critics of strong preaching, do not seem to have the same criticisms when false doctrine is strongly presented. 

Verse 3
Philippians 3:3 “for we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God, and glory in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh”

“For”: In contrast to the false circumcision. “We are”: Faithful Christians, in the context includes those Christians who realize that the Law of Moses, as a system to find acceptance with God, has been removed (Colossians 2:14-16; Hebrews 8:6-13; Hebrews 9:1-4; Hebrews 10:9-10). This also includes Gentiles who are believers. “The circumcision”: The true circumcision. Which refers to people who have circumcised hearts that are open, tender, and receptive to the Word of God (Romans 2:28-29). “True circumcision is something inward and consists in the discarding of the impurity and the insensitiveness of the heart” (Muller p. 107). Compare with Jeremiah 4:4; Ezekiel 44:7; Leviticus 26:41; Deuteronomy 10:16; Deuteronomy 30:6; Colossians 2:11.

“Language could not be clearer. The notion that God even today recognizes two favored groups--on the one hand the church and on the other the Jews--is thoroughly unscriptural” (Hendriksen p. 152). There is only "one body" (Ephesians 4:4), which consists of Christians from Jewish and Gentile backgrounds (2:13,15-20; John 10:16; 1 Peter 2:9). The church is the Israel of God (Galatians 6:16). “Three characteristics of the truly circumcised are successively stated” (Muller p. 107).

“Who worship by the Spirit”: “In the Spirit of God” (NASV). Compare with John 4:24. “Worship”: The Holy Spirit revealed the changes that God had instituted in worship when the first covenant was removed and the second established (Hebrews 10:9-10; John 16:13; John 4:23-24). Those with receptive hearts accepted such changes. In contrast, those with stubborn hearts refused to move when God moved. They wanted to hold to an obsolete system. They loved the forms and rituals that God had once delivered, more than the God who had revealed them This also suggests that a "circumcised heart" is only interested in giving the worship that God desires. When one is really sensitive to the truth, they want to offer worship that pleases God and not themselves. Unfortunately, the modern religious world that makes great claims to be "spiritual", is not interested in the simple forms of worship commanded of Christians (Acts 2:42; Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 11:23 ff; 1 Corinthians 16:1-2; Ephesians 5:19).

“Glory in Christ Jesus”: 1 Corinthians 1:31; 2 Corinthians 10:17; Jeremiah 9:23-24. “And do not boast of personal goodness or works or deserts. Christ receives all the honor and His Name alone is magnified” (Muller p. 108). “Have no confidence in the flesh”: “Who do not rely upon external privileges” (TCNT). “Not relying on physical advantages” (Gspd). Tender hearts realize that their salvation is unmerited and undeserved. Trust in one"s supposed ability to keep the law perfectly is vain (Romans 3:23). All the external privileges that even the most faithful Israelite could claim could not save anyone. We are always dependant upon God for mercy and forgiveness (1 John 1:8-10). No matter how hard we try, we will still need the blood of Christ to gain eternal life (Luke 17:10). Christians take pride in what God has done for them and not in something that they do to merit or earn salvation. We boast in the cross, we exult in the sacrifice of Jesus and we give God all the credit for our salvation. The Jews and the Judaizers were relying upon such externals as circumcision to help them gain access to eternal life. In contrast, the Christian humbly submits to God, and eagerly complies with whatever conditions God has laid down for salvation (John 3:16; Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16; 1 Peter 3:21), while at the same time realizing that obedience to such conditions in no way means that they have deserved or earned such deliverance.

Verses 4-6 mention the particular "fleshly" advantages that many were trusting in to save them. John the Baptist and Jesus had encountered the same type of attitude (Matthew 3:7-9; Luke 18:9-11).

Verse 4
Philippians 3:4 “though I myself might have confidence even in the flesh: if any other man thinketh to have confidence in the flesh, I yet more”

“Though I myself might have”: “Though I, if any man, have cause to rely even upon them” (TCNT). “He emphasizes ‘I myself’ (even more than the Judaizers), he means that if this were actually the case, then he himself, even more than the Judaizers would be entitled to such a ground of trust” (Hendriksen p. 155). “Confidence even in the flesh”: “If an orthodox pedigree and upbringing, followed by high personal attainment in the religious and moral realm, ensured a good standing in the presence of God (as was implied by the people against whom Paul"s warning is directed), Paul need fear no competition” (Bruce p. 107). The same type of argument is made by Paul in 2 Corinthians 11:21 ff.

“I yet more”: “I have more” (Con). “Far more can I!” “Yet if anyone ever had reason to hope that he could save himself, it would be I” (Tay). “Paul fully realizes the value of all that he enjoyed as a Jew, and he possessed these privileges in a marked degree. So, if anyone should be justified in depending upon such Jewish prerogatives, he is the man” (Erdman pp. 112-113). “But to make clear to all that, when he proceeds to disparage personal assets which can make one proud and self-reliant, he does not because he is a ‘have-not’, a frustrated person lashing out in envy due to his own lack of resources or achievements, but because he is one who, although having everything, learned he had nothing, not having Christ” (Hawthorne p. 130). Paul can speak so harshly against the Judaizers, because he realizes the great temptation that they present. At one time in his life, he had bought into the same deceptive and erroneous doctrine (Galatians 1:13-14). Such a doctrine had almost cost him his soul! He realized the insidious nature of such a teaching, and how easy it is to believe that certain external advantages can guarantee your salvation. Christians have the right to speak pointedly against error and sin, because such things almost cost us eternal life. I have the right to have intense feelings against those things that have brought me very close to eternal damnation. I have the right to fight against, with all my might, those things that were out to deprive me of eternal happiness. Paul reminds his listeners that he was more "Jewish" than his opponents who placed their trust and hope of salvation in the external forms of Judaism. The very fact that Paul became a Christian in the first place, that the best adherent of Judaism could not find the forgiveness of his sins and the salvation of his soul in the religion he practiced better than everyone else, is proof positive that salvation cannot be found in observing the Law of Moses, part or all of it.

Hawthorne makes the following observations concerning the following section of Scripture: “Nowhere else in his letters does Paul make so clear, and with such feeling, how vitally important the person of Christ is to him, and how tremendous was the impact of the resurrected Christ upon his life and outlook as he does here in these verses” (p. 130).

Verse 5
Philippians 3:5 “circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee”

“The eighth day”: This was in strict accordance with the Law (Genesis 17:12; Leviticus 12:3). “But the same thing could probably not be said for every Judaizer. In all likelihood some of these were proselytes from the Gentile world” (Hendriksen p. 156). “He stresses the fact that he had been born into the Jewish faith and had known its privileges and observed its ceremonies since his birth” (Barclay p. 57). “Of the stock of Israel”: “Nation of Israel” (NASV). Of the original stock, not a proselyte. A direct descendant of the patriarch Jacob, who was renamed Israel by God. “Of the tribe of Benjamin”: This is also stated in Acts 13:21 and Romans 11:1. Benjamin was the youngest son of the wife that Jacob loved the most (Genesis 30:23-24; Genesis 35:16-18). From Benjamin came Israel"s first lawful king (1 Samuel 9:1-2). The tribe of Benjamin remained loyal to the house of David at the time of the break-up of the nation (1 Kings 12:21). After the captivity, Benjamin and Judah formed the core of the nation that returned to Palestine and Jerusalem (Ezra 4:1). “Paul was not a leftover from any of the ten tribes” (Lenski p. 833). “It would be the equivalent in England of saying that he came over with the Normans or in America that he traced his descent to the Pilgrim fathers” (Barclay p. 58).

“A Hebrew of Hebrews”: “A full-blooded Jew” (Phi). “A Hebrew was a Jew who was not only of pure racial descent but who had deliberately, and often laboriously, retained the Hebrew tongue one who still spoke Hebrew” (Barclay p. 59). “No ancestor on either side being of other blood” (Lenski p. 833). “Unlike many Jews of the dispersion (such as those who lived outside of Palestine), Paul"s family had apparently avoided as far as possible assimilation to the culture of their Tarsian environment” (Bruce p. 108). Compare with Acts 21:40. “He maintains his Jewish language and customs and manner of life; he is (was) no Hellenist or Graecised Jew, that being a Jew who had adopted the language, dress and customs of the Greeks” (Muller p. 110). “As touching the Law, a Pharisee”: Acts 23:6; Acts 26:5; Galaltians 1:14. “Of this law the Pharisees were the most ardent expositors and defenders. Pharisees were not all and always hypocrites” (Erdman p. 114). “There were not very many Pharisees, never more than six thousand, but they were the spiritual athletes of Judaism. He had devoted his whole life to its most rigorous observance. No man knew better from personal experience what Jewish religion was at its highest and most demanding” (Barclay p. 60). “Not content merely to obey the Law of Moses, the Pharisees bound themselves also to observe every one of the myriad of commandments contained in the oral Law, the interpretive traditions of the Scribes (Mark 7:3-4)” (Hawthorne pp. 133-134).

Verse 6
Philippians 3:6 “as touching zeal, persecuting the church; as touching the righteousness which is in the law, found blameless”

“As touching zeal”: “Concerning zeal” (KJV). “His zeal for the law and the protection of the Jewish religion drove him even to the persecution and extermination of the church. His blind hatred against Christ and the church showed how completely he was devoured by his zeal for the Jewish cause” (Muller pp. 110-111). “Persecuting the church”: Acts 8:1-40; Acts 9:1-9; Acts 26:9-11; Galatians 1:14. “It is Paul"s claim that he knew Judaism at its most intense and even fanatical heat” (Barclay p. 60). “Here, too, his ‘advantage’ over the Judaizers was great. They merely proselyted, He had been a persecutor even ‘unto the death’” (Hendriksen p. 160). Paul had been far more committed to the Law than these teachers presently were. “Touching the righteousness which is in the law, found blameless”: Found blameless in the sight of men, for no one could keep the law perfectly (Romans 7:9-10). “This zealous Jew had been the envy of his peers. No one could point to his past life and suggest, ‘Saul, you were never very faithful to the law’. Just the reverse had been true. There must be some reason for the radical change!” (Jackson p. 66) (Acts 23:1; Mark 10:20). Remember, Paul was committed, he was sincere, he was moral, he was zealous---but he was lost! It does matter what a person believes!

Verse 7
Philippians 3:7 “Howbeit what things were gain to me, these have I counted loss for Christ”

“Howbeit what things were gain to me”: “All the things which I once held to be gains” (TCNT). “Gain”: “Lit., gains. The various items of privilege are regarded separately” (Vincent p. 446). “Paul had natural pride in his Jewish attainments” (Robertson p. 453). This tells us that Paul was not a dissatisfied Jew, who was simply looking for a change. He was completely satisfied with his Jewish life and extremely proud of the above attainments, right up until the time that he encountered Jesus. “These”: These very same attainments that he had once considered so valuable and essential. “Counted”: “Perfect tense, to reach a state that remained with him even now; hence, no regrets” (Jackson p. 66). He still counts them as a loss. “Loss”: Notice the singular use of the word "loss". Paul now counts the above "gains" as one big loss. 

Paul did see the advantage of being raised a Jew (Romans 3:1; Romans 9:4-5), yet if such advantages keep one from becoming a Christian, they are a big loss. “If one"s observance of religious ritual, one"s status due to birth, one"s outstanding accomplishments due to innate intelligence or sustained effort, and so on, should ever make that person proud or self-reliant, unaware of his need of God...Paul had to abandon his past advantages precisely because they were the very things that kept him from coming to God. They kept him from surrendering to Christ” (Hawthorne p. 136). “In Paul"s thinking, the decision he had made was not the decision to go from good to better, nor was it the surrender of a valued possession. It was an abandoning of a loss he perceived with horror that the things he had hitherto viewed as benefiting him had in reality been working to destroy him because they were blinding him to his need for the real righteousness which God required” (Hawthorne pp. 135-136). “For Christ”: In order to really accept the fact that one needs Jesus Christ, one must realize that everything one has been previously trusting in, is not only vain, it will equally keep one from heaven. 

Erdman makes the following point: “The conversion of Saul of Tarsus and his sudden transformation forms, indeed, one of the strongest arguments in support of belief in the supreme miracle, namely, the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Unless on the way to Damascus, Saul met this living Lord, it is impossible to give a rational explanation of so sudden a change in all his views of life and its values” (p. 112). It is a point well-taken and not to be casually dismissed. How did such a content and self-sufficient Pharisee make such a radical change? Remember, this change didn"t take years, but only days and weeks (Acts 9:9-20).

Verse 8
Philippians 3:8 “Yea verily, and I count all things to be loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but refuse, that I may gain Christ”

“Yea verily”: “More than that” (NASV). “These two English words represent a series of Greek particles which indicate the most fervent emotion” (Erdman p. 117). “I count all things to be loss”: “I even reckon all things as pure loss” (Wey). “Position, wealth, reputation” (Jackson p. 66). “All that he had formerly prized and valued, all that the world had to offer, he counted ‘to be loss’, a real liability, an actual disadvantage, if they stood between himself and Christ” (Erdman p. 117). “All things”: Whatever might compete with Christ for His allegiance. As previously noted, such external things as wealth, intelligence, education, noble-birth, and so on can become liabilities at the very moment that one trusts in them, instead of trusting in Christ. “For”: “In view of” (NASV). Here is the reason that such things had to be counted as a loss. “The excellency”: “The exceeding value” (TCNT). “Priceless privilege” (Wey). “The supreme advantage” (Gspd). “The ultimate value”. “At one time Paul surpassed all the young men of his age in Pharisaic zeal and false Jewish merit (Galatians 1:14); now he has found a far different ‘surpassingness’” (Lenski p. 836). “Of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord”: “Personal acquaintance of Jesus Christ” (Jackson p. 66). The knowledge that Jesus is in fact the Christ and the Lord, and the very fact that Jesus appeared to this successful Pharisee, was proof that all his great previous accomplishments had failed to atone for his sins (Acts 22:16). Paul is saying that what Jesus opened up his eyes to, is worth far more than anything he had previously attained. 

“For whom I suffered the loss of all things”: “Even of esteem and friendship and enjoyment and rest and relations” (Muller p. 113). The above expression contains so much that is left unsaid by Paul. In becoming a Christian, he was accepting the fact that Jesus was the Lord and that salvation was not found in Judaism. Paul had probably lost friends, family members, wealth, prestige, a comfortable lifestyle and all the "perks" of being the pride and joy of the Jewish nation (2 Corinthians 11:22-33; 2 Corinthians 6:4-10). “And do count them but refuse”: “Think it rubbish” (Gspd). “It seems to have meant by usage either (1) ‘dung’, ‘muck’ both as excrement and as food gone bad, (2) ‘scraps’, that is, ‘what is left after a meal’, and (3) ‘refuse’” (Hawthorne p. 139). “That I may gain Christ”: “Paul has given up all other forms of ‘gain’ in order that he might get the true ‘gain’ which is Christ. Or in other words, were Paul to place the whole world with its wealth and power and advantages, its prestige and accolades and rewards in one scale-pan of the balance, and Christ in the other, Christ alone would overwhelming outweigh everything else in terms of real worth. Hence, from the standpoint of simple logic Paul cannot afford to gain the whole world if it means losing Christ (Mark 8:36; Matthew 16:26; Luke 9:25)” (Hawthorne p. 139). 

The gaining here involves the present and future gaining of Christ, that is, “that road, from self to Christ, is a long one” (Hawthorne p. 140).

Verse 9
Philippians 3:9 “and be found in Him, not having a righteousness of mine own, even that which is of the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith”

“And be found in Him”: Paul was already "in Christ" (Galatians 3:26-27). The word "found" suggests that Paul might be looking to the final day, seeing that it is vain to be "in Christ" now, if one does not remain faithful and is found outside of Christ at death or when Jesus comes again (2 Timothy 2:11-13). “Not having a righteousness of mine own”: “Not having a supposed right standing which depends on my doing what the law commands” (Wms). “No longer counting on being saved by being good enough” (Tay). “Righteousness”: “A right relation to God” (Erdman p. 118). “Even that which is of the law”: Paul had spent the first part of his life depending upon the flawless observance of the Law of Moses to make him right with God. He now realized that such was a vain task, for nobody ever keeps the law perfectly (Romans 3:23; Romans 7:8-11). “But that which is through faith in Christ”: A right standing before God cannot be accomplished by works of human merit (Titus 3:5), being a good moral person (Acts 10:1-2; Acts 11:13-14), or by flawlessly observing the Law of Moses. The only way to find favor with God is to humbly submit, in obedient faith to the Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 3:23-26). The path to salvation and acceptance is the path of forgiveness (Romans 4:1-8).

The faith or basis of faith in this verse includes more than mere mental assent, because the New Testament links acceptance with God (righteousness), to repentance (Acts 2:38); confession (Romans 10:9-10) and baptism (Mark 16:16). Thus all those things are included in the category of the type of faith that finds favor with God. Hawthorne makes the following comment: “Faith, therefore is not intellectual assent but the act of personal trust in and self-surrender to Christ. It is the movement of one"s whole soul in confidence out toward Christ. It is the ‘yes’ of the whole personality to the fact of Christ” (p. 141).

“Which is from God”: A right standing with God cannot be earned, merited, or deserved. 

Verse 10
Philippians 3:10 “that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, becoming conformed unto His death” 

“That I may know Him”: “For my determined purpose is that I may know Him” (Amp). Obviously, this means more than just knowing about Him, rather it is a knowledge that is intimate and personal. “In the Old Testament to know Jehovah means to revere Him, to be consecrated to Him (Proverbs 1:7; Isaiah 11:2; Habakkuk 2:14)” (Hendriksen p. 167). “He wishes to become entirely ‘wrapped up’ in Christ, so that Jesus will be ‘all the world’ to him” (p. 167). Compare with John 17:3; 1 John 2:4; 1 John 4:8; 1 John 5:20. Paul longed for as much of Christ as he could get. He never reached the point of "satisfaction" in his knowledge of Christ, and then, wanted more of Christ after this life (1:21-23).

“And the power of His resurrection”: This involves something more than Paul"s own resurrection from the dead at the last day. “He wishes to know Him alive and creatively at work to save him from himself, to transform him from bad to good, to propel him forward toward a life of service to others, to resurrect him from death in sin to life in God (Romans 6:4-11)” (Hawthorne pp. 143-144). The resurrection of Jesus Christ proclaims: I can be forgiven and a new life is a reality (Colossians 2:12-13). One can die to self (Galatians 2:20). One can put off the old man (Romans 6:6). One can cease being a slave to sin (Romans 6:6). One can serve God effectively (Romans 6:13; Romans 6:16). One can be released from the preoccupation with this earthly life (Colossians 3:1-2). “And the fellowship of His sufferings”: “All that it means to share His sufferings” (TCNT). See Colossians 1:24. “Nor does he show any spirit of self-pity in speaking thus: it was an honor to share in the sufferings of Christ” (Bruce p. 116). Compare with Acts 5:41. “This does not mean sharing the atoning and redemptive suffering of Christ on the cross, but it means a personal dying to sin, the crucifying of the flesh, and suffering for the sake of Christ and His cause” (Muller p. 116). “To use the words of the Master, to ‘take up his cross daily’ (Luke 9:23)” (Erdman p. 119). “Becoming”: Present tense. “Conformed”: “Sharing the likeness of His death” (Con). Galatians 2:20; Romans 6:5-6). Paul is saying that Jesus unselfishly died for our sins (2:5-8), and so he was willing to long and strive for a conformity with that kind of death, by being willing to die to sin and to unselfishly give up oneself for His cause (2 Corinthians 5:14-15).

Hawthorne puts it this way, “Paul..strives to make the effects of that death an ever-present reality within himself by his own constant choice to consider himself in fact dead to sin and alive to God (cf. Romans 6:11), to conform his practice in the world to his position in Christ, to renounce his own selfish desires and say ‘yes’ to Christ who calls him to take up his cross daily” (p. 145).

Verse 11
Philippians 3:11 “if by any means I may attain unto the resurrection from the dead”

“If by any means”: “Not an expression of doubt, but of humility” (Robertson p. 454). Compare with Romans 1:10; Romans 11:14. “Unto the resurrection from the dead”: “Literally out of the dead ones” (Jackson p. 70). Paul may be referring to the goal of being resurrected with all the believers, and yet, everyone will be resurrected (John 5:28-29), both good and evil men and women. In addition, Paul can in some sense be with Christ, even before the resurrection of his body (1:21-23). Hence, it seems to me that the resurrection from the dead in this passage refers to the resurrection from the old life of sin. “It may suggest that in consequence of sharing Christ"s sufferings and conforming to His death (cf. Romans 6:11), that Paul could live ‘as a victorious, risen man’” (Jackson p. 70).

Verse 12
Philippians 3:12 “Not that I have already obtained, or am already made perfect: but I press on, if so be that I may lay hold on that for which also I was laid hold on by Christ Jesus”

“Not that I have already obtained”: “I do not say that, I do not mean that. The statement is made by the apostle to prevent a possible misunderstanding as if he had already attained perfection” (Muller p. 120). “Obtained”: To take or get hold of. Obtained those things mentioned in , to their fullest degree. “Or am already made perfect”: “To attain the aim, to carry through to the end, to make perfect or whole” (Muller p. 121). “The formalist is commonly self-satisfied and complacent. His religion consists in performing certain external rites or else in subscribing to some written creed. To Paul the Christian life was something quite different. It consisted in a personal knowledge of Christ, submission to His will, trust in Him, and in a continuous effort to attain to His moral perfection” (Erdman pp. 120-121). “Paul has been a Christian for years; yet at no point during those years, not even in the recent past, could he say, ‘I am done!’” (Lenski p. 846).

“Paul pointedly denies that he has reached a spiritual impasse of non-development. Certainly he knew nothing of so-called sudden absolute perfection by any single experience” (Robertson p. 454). The good news is that the verse implies that "perfection" will come, not in this life, but the life to come. We will finally be released from all selfishness and sin, and will finally be able to serve God, completely unhindered by self-pity, pride, or lust (Revelation 22:3-4). Most definitely, Paul felt that one never retires from being a Christian and from fervently pursuing Christ and His will. Paul was probably in his late fifties or early sixties when he wrote this letter. He had been a Christian for almost 30 years. He was an inspired man with a tremendous depth of experience, and yet he was not about to slack off.

“But”: Notice what Paul did not say. In view of the fact that spiritual perfection still was not in his grasp as yet, still Paul did not get discouraged, rather, it only further motivated him to keep up the effort. “I press on”: “The continuous present would be better, I am pressing” (Vincent p. 449). “He keeps up the chase” (Robertson p. 455). Paul was a man in pursuit of God. Like Jacob of old, he would not let go of God until he received the blessing (Genesis 32:24-32). He was a man determined to not miss heaven, a man who was not content to just have "some" or "a little" of Jesus Christ. He was a man who wouldn"t rest until he was resting with God Himself! “If so be that I may lay hold”: “If also I may get to capture, since also I got captured by Christ Jesus” (Lenski p. 847). “To overtake, to get hold of, seize, to grasp” (Muller p. 122). “Paul"s goal now is to fulfill the ideal that Christ had for him” (Jackson p. 71). See Acts 20:24. Paul was "apprehended" (KJV), by Christ Jesus on the road to Damascus. Christ laid hold of him for personal salvation and to be his messenger to the Gentiles. Paul said to himself, "I must strive to make this desire of God, a reality." When we refuse to grow spiritually or remain faithful, we are frustrating God"s desire for our own lives (2 Peter 3:9). The failure to work out my own salvation (2:12), thus becomes a decision to defiantly stand in opposition to the will of God for my life.

Verse 13
Philippians 3:13 Brethren, I count not myself yet to have laid hold: but one thing {I do}, forgetting the things which are behind, and stretching forward to the things which are before. 

“I count not myself yet to have laid hold”: “Brothers, I do not consider that I have captured it yet” (Gspd). “Count”: “Even after a further careful weighing of the evidence a verb meaning ‘to calculate precisely’. What then is to be done? There is only one thing--one must press on” (Hawthorne pp. 152-153). “I do not imagine that I have gained perfection yet or fully attained the purpose for which I was summoned” (Bruce p. 121). “But one thing I do”: “I do concentrate on this” (Phi). The Christian must have singleness of purpose (2 Corinthians 5:9). “Forgetting the things which are behind”: “There are some persons who allow their moral and spiritual progress to be hindered by the burdens of memory. They fix their minds so definitely upon past experiences that they have no strength and no courage for present effort” (Erdman p. 123).

“In the Christian life there is no room for a person who desires to rest upon his laurels” (Barclay p. 66). Thus past success and failure cannot be allowed to slow the Christian down in the present. The Christian is not allowed to take a spiritual nap and neither is he excused from the need for present growth and activity. “Forget those wrongs done whose memory could paralyze one with guilt and despair. Forget, too, those attainments so far achieved as a Christian, the recollection of which might cause one to put life into neutral and to say, ‘I have arrived’. He wishes also to express the importance of continuous concentration on the things that are in front” (Hawthorne p. 153). Unfortunately, many Christians today are spiritually paralyzed by something that happened in the past, such as family problems, personal problems, or church problems. Paul refused to live in the past and he absolutely refused to allow the past to influence the present in a negative sense. Paul could never forget that he had once persecuted the church, but Paul always used the bad things in the past for positive motivation (1 Corinthians 15:9-10; 1 Timothy 1:13-15).

“Stretching forward”: “Straining every nerve for that which lies in front” (TCNT). “The verb used here is very descriptive, and calls to mind the attitude of a runner on the course, who with body bent forward, hand stretched to the fore, and eye fixed on the goal, strains forward with the utmost exertion in pursuit of his purpose” (Muller p. 124). “Live full out now...unceasingly reach out toward” (Hawthorne p. 153). “Is used of a racer going hard for the tape. It describes the man who is going flat out for the finish” (Barclay p. 66). “To the things which are before”: This refers to the things mentioned in .

Verse 14
Philippians 3:14 “I press on toward the goal unto the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”

“Toward the goal”: “Bear down upon” (Vincent p. 450). “I strain to reach the end of the race” (Tay). “Goal”: “The goal-marker. It is that post at the end of the race upon which the runner fixes his attention” (Hawthorne p. 154). “Unto the prize”: Which is now mentioned (2 Timothy 4:8). “Of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”: “The prize of God"s heavenward call” (Wey). “God"s heavenly calling” (Con). Every Christian has been called by the gospel (2 Thessalonians 2:14). It is a heavenly or upward calling, that is, it originates in Heaven and calls us to Heaven (Hebrews 3:1). The reward or prize offered by this calling is eternal life (Titus 1:2; Romans 6:23). “In Christ Jesus”: One cannot receive eternal life without Jesus Christ (John 14:9). Thus from the context we learn that eternal life involves an intimate and full knowledge of Jesus Christ (3:10), the complete release from "self" (3:10-11), or perfection (3:12), unhindered and perfect service rendered to God, complete and total satisfaction, and happiness and fulfillment (Revelation 21:4). Hendriksen notes, “With all his heart the apostle desired to be completely raised above sin” (p. 174).

Verse 15
Philippians 3:15 “Let us therefore, as many as are perfect, be thus minded: and if in anything ye are otherwise minded, this also shall God reveal unto you”

“Let us therefore”: This level of spirituality and maturity is required of all Christians. “As many as are perfect”: “Full-grown” (Rhm). “Faith is mature” (TCNT). Compare with Hebrews 5:14. “Be thus minded”: Embrace the attitude expressed in 3:12-14. “Let this be our resolve” (Rhm). “Think thus” (TCNT). “Lit., think this or have this mind” (Vincent p. 451). Present tense, “let us keep on thinking this”. “Whoever is ‘perfect’ or ‘mature’ must not be characterized by indolent self-satisfaction, but by definite and purposeful endeavour” (Muller p. 126). “One evidence of spiritual immaturity is the claim of spiritual perfection. Those who know Christ best are most conscious of the many stages yet to be run before they attain the goal” (Erdman p. 125). 

“And if in anything ye are otherwise minded, this also shall God reveal unto you”: “And if in anything you have a different attitude” (NASV). Clearly Paul is not saying, “If you don"t agree with me on this point, that’s okay” (2 Thessalonians 3:6; 2 Thessalonians 3:14). Neither is Paul saying that God will reveal truth to them, apart from the writings or preaching of inspired men (Ephesians 3:3-5; 1 Corinthians 2:9-13). Neither is Paul saying, “If you disagree with what I have just written, don"t worry about it, because God will miraculously change our minds anyway”. If by the phrase "otherwise minded", Paul means "if you don"t see it in this way", that is, if you disagree. It seems that Paul is saying, not that God will change their minds, but that God will clearly reveal that such an attitude is unacceptable. God will reveal that they have the wrong attitude, either now or at the last day. Paul may also be saying that the babe in Christ who hadn"t yet grasped the above concepts, would get the concepts eventually as they studied the Word of God.

Verse 16
Philippians 3:16 “only, whereunto we have attained, by that same rule let us walk” 

“Only”: The essential point to be grasped. Some suggest that this verse indicates that whatever "differences" are to be read into verse 15, are only minor ones. “Whereunto we have attained”: In having become mature, in adopting the attitude expressed in the previous verses. “As far as we have come toward our cherished goal” (Jackson p. 72). “We must continue to live up to that degree of success that we have already reached” (Wms). “By that same rule let us walk”: “Lit., walk in line with” (Muller p. 127). “The idea of a regulative standard is implied” (Vincent p. 451). “To be drawn up in a line, to hold to, to agree with” (Hawthorne p. 157).

God expects all Christians to "get in line". We are expected to have the same mental outlook toward our spiritual growth. The "rule" in this context is the attitude mentioned in . The lives of every member must be governed by the attitude of striving for spiritual perfection. God is against "slackers" among His people (Revelation 3:15-16). “Together these words constitute Paul"s appeal to the Philippians to fall in step with him and together with him begin to live up to whatever level of knowledge they have already acquired” (Hawthorne p. 157). Yet more than that, God expects every Christian to strive for the highest possible level of spiritual growth--this diligent attitude is expected of all, from the babe in Christ to the most mature (2 Peter 1:5-11).

Verse 17
Philippians 3:17 “Brethren, be ye imitators together of me, and mark them that so walk even as ye have us for an ensample”

“Be ye imitators together of me”: See 1 Corinthians 11:1. He urges them to imitate his attitude, which has already been expressed (3:7-14) and detailed. “Should not brothers show that they belong to the same spiritual family, and are, therefore, really brothers?” (Hendriksen p. 179). Paul is not being arrogant, rather God inspired him to write this. In addition, the ultimate example to imitate has already been given, that being Christ (2:5ff), and Paul has already admitted his own lack of perfection and need for further spiritual growth. “And mark them”: “Be on the look out for” (Jackson p. 73). “That so walk even as ye have us for an ensample”: “Mark those who walk according to my example” (Con). “And notice those who live by the example you get from me” (Mof). Other good examples of the attitude just expressed are closer to home. “Us”: This term would include Timothy and Epaphroditus. “Thus, upon Paul and his companions and upon the many in Philippi who are living similar lives, the readers are urged earnestly to fix their attention as upon men who are safe guides for Christian conduct” (Erdman p. 127). The church will always need "good examples" of applied Christianity. .

Verse 18
Philippians 3:18 “For many walk, of whom I told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ”

“For many walk”: Compare with Matthew 7:13-14; Matthew 21:1-46; Matthew 22:1-46; Matthew 23:1-39). Apparently, the many would include professed members of the church. “Of whom I told you often”: Paul often warned Christians against false brethren and false teachers (Acts 20:29; Romans 16:17-18; 2 Corinthians 11:13-15; Galatians 1:6-9). “And now tell you even weeping”: This seems to indicate that the people mentioned in these verses moved in "Christian circles", professed to be members of the church and preachers of the gospel. Paul loved the body of Christ and took it personally when people dishonored, abused, divided, and disrupted this sacred relationship (2 Corinthians 11:29). In fact, Paul may have personally known many of these apostates.

“Enemies of the cross of Christ”: “Enmity against the cross may mean any anti-Christian action” (Muller p. 130). “Hostile, hating and opposing the cross of Christ” (Jackson p. 73). From it appears that such enemies included professed Christians who viewed grace as a license to sin (Romans 6:1; Jude 1:4). Or, like today, professed Christians who continue to engage in habitual sins. The cross of Christ represents self-denial, unselfishness, sacrifice, and the rejection of all sinful practices. The Christian who continues to live a self-centered life is an enemy of the cross of Christ (Hebrews 10:26 ff; Hebrews 6:4-6). A selfish person has nothing in common with Jesus Christ (2:5-8).

Verse 19
Philippians 3:19 “whose end is perdition, whose god is the belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things”

“Whose end is perdition”: God does not mess around with such people. God has no tolerance for the child of God, who can look at the sacrifice of Christ and yet continue to live for self and continue to engage in habitual sin. “End”: Their final lot. Yes, people will end up in hell, forever (Matthew 25:41). Note: They do not begin in hell and then work off their sins, their final destiny or "end" is hell. “Perdition”: The idea of the word perdition (destruction) is not loss of being (annihilation), but rather, loss of well-being, or eternal ruin. Most certainly, hell is a place of conscious suffering (Mark 9:43-48; Luke 16:24). “Whose god is the belly”: “A figure for serving self” (Jackson p. 73). “For their appetites are their God” (TCNT). “Sensuality in food, drink, sex then as now mastered some men” (Robertson pp. 456-457). “They conceive of no higher good than the satisfaction of their bodily appetites” (Hawthorne p. 165). Whose ultimate concern is for themselves and their physical needs and desires.

“And whose glory is in their shame”: “They are proud of what they should be ashamed of” (Tay). Compare with Romans 6:21. “They pride themselves upon those indulgences which are really their disgrace. Their boasted liberty is bondage to lust” (Erdman p. 128). “Shame”: Nothing much has changed. Today we hear even religious people professing their "liberation" from what they claim are terrible, backward and oppressive requirements found in the Bible (Titus 3:3; 2 Peter 2:18-19). “Who mind earthly things”: “They are absorbed in earthy matters” (Gspd). “This world is the limit of their horizon” (Phi). “They are concerned with values which pass away, having neither divine origin or eternal quality” (Hawthorne p. 167). Compare with Colossians 3:2; Colossians 3:5; Colossians 3:8; Matthew 6:32. People whose heart is tethered to the things of this world (Matthew 6:21; Matthew 6:24; Mark 4:19). Jackson observes, “The apostle Paul did not entertain that phoney, ecumenical philosophy that is characteristic of so many religionists of this day. To some, practically anything at all that sails under the banner ‘Christianity’ is to be benevolently endorsed” (p. 72).

Verse 20
Philippians 3:20 “For our citizenship is in heaven; whence also we wait for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ” 

“For our citizenship is in heaven”: In contrast to those mentioned in . The same type of contrast between "us" and "them" is found in 3:2-3. Their fate is eternal damnation our "end" is heaven. “Commonwealth gives a good and consistent sense. The state of which we are citizens is in heaven” (Vincent p. 452). “Is in heaven”: Yet such groups as the Jehovah Witnesses claim that the vast majority of Christians will never see Heaven. “Neither the Roman colonist nor the Christian depended for the meaning, character and purpose of his life on the ethos of his alien environment, nor did he allow that environment to determine the quality of his behavior” (Hawthorne p. 171). See Romans 12:1-2 and 1 John 2:15-17. “This metaphor the Philippians would fully appreciate. As inhabitants of a Roman colony they enjoyed Roman citizenship. They might never have seen the Imperial City, but they were under its protection and lived according to its laws and enjoyed the privileges of its residents. So Christians form a ‘colony of heaven’. To it they owe their allegiance and their conduct is regulated by its laws” (Erdman pp. 128-129). As citizens of a Roman colony were expected to promote the interests of their mother city and maintain its dignity, so citizens of heaven in an earthly environment should represent the interests of their true homeland and lead lives worthy of their citizenship” (Bruce p. 133). See the following verses (Romans 8:17; Colossians 3:1-3; Hebrews 12:22-24; 1 Peter 1:4; Hebrews 11:10; Hebrews 11:16).

“Whence also we wait”: To expect fully. “It indicates earnest, patient waiting and expectation” (Vincent p. 452). Compare with Romans 8:19; Romans 8:23; Romans 8:25; 1 Thessalonians 1:10; 1 John 3:1-3). “It denotes the withdrawal of attention from inferior objects” (Jackson p. 73). “A saviour”: Our hope is rooted in a "person" and not in some vague concept. “Not this or that heathen deity nor the Roman emperor but the Lord Jesus Christ is the real Savior whom believers are eagerly expecting” (Hendriksen p. 184). “Some scholars have argued that Paul expressed his conviction that Christ would return in the first century, and that in this opinion, of course, he was wrong. This is a mistaken notion. Paul could speak of himself as among those alive at the coming of the Lord (1 Thessalonians 4:15), or as among those to be resurrected from the dead (1 Corinthians 6:14; 2 Corinthians 4:14); the point is, Christ could come at any time, but the definite time, according to the apostle himself, was uncertain (1 Thessalonians 5:1-2)” (Jackson p. 71).

Verse 21
Philippians 3:21 “who shall fashion anew the body of our humiliation, that it may be conformed to the body of His glory, according to the working whereby He is able even to subject all things unto Himself”

“Fashion anew”: To transform. “Change the form of” (Jackson p. 73). See 1 Corinthians 15:35-54.

“The body of our humiliation”: “The body connected with our present moral existence...subjected to infirmities and suffering and decay. The change which the body will undergo will not only be an external one, but will affect the whole form and mode of existence” (Muller p. 134). The KJV rendering "vile body" gives the wrong impression. The body is not something "vile", for everything that God created was good (Genesis 1:31), and Christians are told to glorify God in their body (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). “By many Greek pagans the body was viewed as a prison from which at death the soul will be delivered” (Hendriksen p. 184). At this point Christians must realize that here is one more area in which Christianity inherently finds itself at odds with Eastern religions. The whole aim and goal of most Eastern religions is to be liberated from the body, that the body is either an illusion or a "negative" thing. Christianity teaches that in heaven the Christian will have their body, a resurrected spiritual body.

“That it may be conformed to the body of His glory”: “And give it a form like that of His own resplendent body” (NEB). “And change them into glorious bodies like His own” (Tay). “The bodies that the people of Christ will wear in the age to come will belong to the same heavenly order as His own resurrected (glorified) body” (Bruce p. 134). Compare with 1 Corinthians 15:42-44; 1 Corinthians 15:50-58; 1 John 3:2. “According to the working whereby is He able even to subject all things unto Himself”: “The exercise of the power which He possesses...This is a reference to Christ"s ultimate victory over all things. By the same power that He subjects all things (1 Corinthians 15:58), He will also change us” (Jackson p. 74). “If anyone doubts the power of Christ to do this transformation, Paul replies that He has power ‘even to subject all things unto Himself’” (Robertson p. 457). “Such glorious promises should make us less intent upon ‘earthly things’, and more eager to set our affections on things above” (Erdman p. 130). The same power that will resurrect all the bodies that have ever walked this earth (John 5:28-29) will be simply one demonstration of the power of Jesus Christ. Included among all the things which will happen at the end of time, are the complete removal of the entire physical universe (2 Peter 3:10), the consigning of every unsaved person to hell, the complete vanquishing of all evil powers, the resurrection is simply one example of the power of Christ

(1 Corinthians 15:25; Psalms 8:6; Psalms 110:1).

04 Chapter 4 
Introduction
Outline:

I. Final Exhortations: 

A. To stand firm in the Lord: 

B. To be united: 

C. To rejoice in the Lord: 

D. To trust completely In God: 

E. To mind and do the right things: 

II. Final expression of Thanks: 

III. Final Greetings: 

“Paul once more expresses his joy and pride in his Philippian friends and encourages them afresh to be steadfast in their Christian life (cf. ). More particularly in the present context he encourages them to be steadfast in resistance to those influences against which he has just warned them--influences that would undermine their Christian stability” (Bruce p. 137). “A certain general order of thought is being followed even in this informal, friendly epistle. Paul first writes of his personal experiences in Rome, and then adds certain pertinent exhortations to his readers. He next mentions the plans of Timothy and Epaphroditus, who are sharing his imprisonment, and then warns the Philippians against the evil influence of certain men of a very different character. He now turns to mention the names of certain individuals in the Philippian church, and to urge them to live in Christian harmony” (Erdman p. 131). Even in this very positive and upbeat letter, we have warnings against false teachers and not standing firm. 4:1 infers that the Christian can lose their salvation, if not, why even give the warning? In addition, the true message of Christianity is never so positive that it eliminates all negatives. Christian joy is not gullible and neither does it have its head in the clouds.

Verse 1
Philippians 4:1 “Wherefore, my brethren beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my beloved”

“Wherefore”: The ideas that follow are: “Because the believer"s homeland is in heaven and not on earth, and because a glorious inheritance awaits them at Christ"s return, when even their bodies will be made to resemble Christ"s body, let nothing sway them from their firm foundation. Let them always remain steadfast and sure, so that these glories may be theirs indeed” (Hendriksen p. 189). ”Because there are many enemies of the cross, and also because the believers are looking forward to the coming of their Lord, the church is exhorted to stand firm” (Muller p. 136). “My brethren beloved”: “Dearly beloved” (KJV). “My dear brothers” (TCNT). “And longed for”: Yearned upon and greatly loved. “Whom I am longing to see” (TCNT). “Greatly desired” (Jackson p. 75). See ; 2:26. “They are in his heart and mind, and his separation from them causes him pain and distress; he yearns to see them” (Erdman p. 132). As we seek to restore the Christianity taught in the New Testament, let us always remember that such a relationship with God also included a very close relationship with brethren (1 Peter 1:22; 2 Peter 1:7; 1 Corinthians 12:25-26). “My joy”: “My delight” (Knox). “Even in the present time they are a source of true gladness” (Erdman p. 132). “And crown”: “The crown of victory in the games, of civic worth, of military valor, of nuptial joy, of festal gladness. Surely words as comforting as these are an incentive for each of us to stand fast in the faith” (Jackson p. 75).

Christians need to realize that their present level of faithfulness either causes others to rejoice or to worry (2 John 1:4; 3 John 1:4). We need to seriously ask ourselves, “Does my life uplift people or does it discourage people?” If the brethren at Philippi remained firm in the faith, Paul would consider them as composing his victor"s crown, because such a faithful congregation would demonstrate that his labor had not been in vain (2:16; Galatians 4:11; 1 Thessalonians 2:19-20). The faithful preacher, besides preaching the correct doctrine, also loves the souls of those he exhorts. Faithful and growing Christians are his joy. He is not merely preoccupied with his own salvation, but also the salvation of those he teaches (1 Timothy 4:16). Seeing people rewarded at the judgment day that he had a hand in assisting, will be his crown of victory. “Paul may be reinforcing the idea that the Philippians are a cause for his festal-like joy” (Hawthorne p. 178). We would say that the Philippians were really a shot in the arm to Paul. They were his pride and joy. He always felt refreshed and uplifted when with them (Colossians 4:11). Is that the effect that we have on other Christians?

“At the appearing of Christ, these faithful converts will be the occasion of deepest satisfaction. They will be the witnesses to his triumphant career” (Erdman p. 132). “He praises them again and again, and thanks God for them (,29,30; 2:12,17; 4:10, 14-20)” (Hendriksen p. 189).

“So stand fast”: “By this word he describes them as soldiers who are to stand at their post irrespective of the pressures to abandon it” (Hawthorne p. 178). “It is the word which would be used for a soldier standing fast in the shock of battle, with the enemy surging down upon him” (Barclay p. 71) (Ephesians 6:11-14). “In the Lord”: “Stay true to the Lord” (Tay). “In His fellowship and in attachment to Him and His cause” (Muller p. 137). This includes standing fast in the truth that Christ taught (Colossians 1:23). Since it is only a matter of time before temptation comes, every Christian must take full advantage of everything that will enable them to "stand firm" (Ephesians 6:10-17; 2 Peter 1:5-11; Hebrews 10:24-25). “After such an endearing introduction addressed to each and to all, the needed admonition intended for two individuals cannot seem harsh” (Hendrisken p. 190).

Verse 2
Philippians 4:2 “I exhort Euodia, and I exhort Syntyche, to be of the same mind in the Lord”

“I exhort”: Pay careful attention to the double use of the word "exhort" in this passage. Paul exhorted both Christians. God expects both parties to seek reconciliation (Matthew 5:23-24). “Euodia”: The name is a woman’s name. Pronounced “you OH dih uh”, and meaning “good journey”. “And I exhort”: Both needed to act like Christians, and both had the mutual obligation to work things out. There are to be no one-sided relationships in Christianity (Romans 12:18). Paul would not be impressed with the professed Christian that everybody must tip-toe around or is easily offended. “Syntyche”: Is another female Christian. Pronounced “SIN tih keh”, and the name means “fortunate”, “happy chance” or “good luck”. “To be of the same mind”: Compare with 2:2. The phrase means “Live in harmony as fellow-Christians” (TCNT), “To agree in the Lord” (Mof), “To make up your differences as Christians should” (Phi), “Be in agreement, live in harmony as sisters in Christ” (Jackson p. 77), “Is to live harmoniously together a way of life that is fit and proper for all who claim to have placed themselves under the Lordship of Christ” (Hawthorne p. 178). “In the Lord”: “The desired agreement should be sought on the highest ground and from the loftiest motives. They should remember their common relation to Christ and to his church” (Erdman p. 133).

As previously mentioned both of these Christians were women, and they were very hard workers for the cause of Christ (), therefore how much more needful it was that they get along. Working hard for God does not excuse a bad attitude toward our brethren. That"s why Jesus stressed reconciliation to a brother, as coming ahead of even worship (Matthew 5:23-24). Not being on right terms with our brethren can threaten our salvation (1 John 3:15). We are not told what the "real problem" was between these two sisters in Christ. Obviously, it was not a disagreement concerning some essential point of doctrine, for the apostles had no tolerance for the false teacher (2 John 1:9-11; Galatians 1:6-9; Revelation 2:20). 

Paul names the specific individuals. If we are not living right, if our attitude is bad and our conduct beneath a child of God, then we do not have any right to complain when our name is mentioned among Christians as someone about whom they are concerned. In naming these two Christian women, Paul had not humiliated them. Their own bad attitude had already accomplished that much. “There can be no unity unless it is in Christ. Their loyalty to each other depends entirely on their loyalty to Him” (p. 71). 

Verse 3
Philippians 4:3 “Yea, I beseech thee also, true yokefellow, help these women, for they labored with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and the rest of my fellow-workers, whose names are in the book of life”

“Yea, I beseech thee also”: “Yes, and I ask thee” (Knox). “True”: Genuine, that is, one who truly lives up to the name of being a yokefellow. “Yokefellow”: Co-yoked, a colleague. “It is supposed by some that the word rendered ‘yoke-fellow’ is a proper name (Synzygus), and that ‘true’ is to be explained as ‘rightly so called’” (Vincent p. 455). “Lit., joiner-together” (Gr. Ex. N.T. p. 465). “Help these women”: Help them to patch up their differences. “Help them! You must!” (Hawthorne p. 180). “Yokefellow, a person who pulls well in a harness for two” (Hendriksen p. 191). Christians are expected to work together. Sometimes we forget that unity, growth, and all those other good things that can be found in a local congregation are the result of many Christians working hard (Ephesians 4:16). Every Christian needs to be very conscientious about doing their fair share, because it is unfair to another brother or sister to make them assume the full load. Slacking off is selfish, for it only places a greater weight upon the shoulders of the very Christians that I profess to love.

Carefully note that Paul is bending over backwards to give these women the most favorable circumstances possible for reconciliation. He calls upon another Christian in Philippi to help these women resolve their differences. It"s not that these women could not work it out on their own, but rather, every moment of strained relations in the church is a wasted moment. 

“For”: The reason for this urgent help. When talented, knowledgeable, and zealous Christians cannot get along, they have been rendered ineffective. All of a sudden the gospel they preach lacks credibility. “They”: Both of them. “Labored with me”: “They toiled by my side"”(TCNT). “Lit., strove as athletes” (Vincent p. 456). “They exerted themselves and eagerly cooperated” (Muller p. 139). “To fight side by side with is a metaphorical word drawn from the games or the gladiatorial arena. It implies a united struggle in preaching the gospel, on the one hand, and a sharing in the suffering that results from the struggle, on the other” (Hawthorne p. 180).

Unfortunately, some try to argue that the expression "labored with me", infers that these two women were preachers. How soon people forget that the very same writer also wrote 1 Timothy 2:12 ff.

“In the gospel”: At some time in the past, possibly when Paul was at Philippi. “With Clement also, and the rest of my fellow-workers, whose names are in the book of life”: See Revelation 3:5; Revelation 13:8; Revelation 17:8; Revelation 21:27. Christians may never be famous upon this earth, or get their names in the papers, yet something is far more important than the magazines and books written by men. “Their names have a glory greater than that of historical renown” (Muller p. 139). “When earthly citizens die, their names are erased from the records; the names of the spiritual conquerors will never be blotted out. Christ Himself will publicly acknowledge them as his very own (Matthew 10:32)” (Hendriksen p. 192). Seeing that the Bible is a very brief book, the very mention of this quarrel indicates that God views strife among Christians as a very serious matter. Therefore, let"s avoid it or resolve it and get over it, at all cost. Note what God considers to be important. Nothing else is known about the Clement mentioned in this verse. Yet what is said, is more important and relevant than all the volumes that have been written concerning the heroes of this world. Clement was a fellow-worker and his name was written in God"s book of life. Hence, the one line that is said concerning this obscure Christian is worth more than all that has been ever written concerning Lincoln, Washington, Jefferson, or any other famous person. 

The repeated call to rejoice

Verse 4
Philippians 4:4 “Rejoice in the Lord always: again I will say, Rejoice”

“Rejoice in the Lord always”: “Always be glad in the Lord” (Wey). “Be happy in the Lord always” (Beck). "Keep on rejoicing" (Jackson p. 79). True and legitimate joy is only found in a relationship with Jesus Christ. The joy of the Christian is not rooted in fleeting circumstances. The world must depend upon external things to bring them joy and unsaved people depend upon artificial means to produce happiness (Ephesians 5:18; Hebrews 11:25). The joy of the Christian is real, deep, strong, and enduring. It is not like the fleeting, shallow joy that the world offers. Paul was in prison, facing an uncertain verdict, separated from dear friends, helpless to stop false teachers in other places (3:2). In addition, he found himself unsupported and let down by some who professed to be Christians (4:2; 1:15). Yet all of these negative circumstances could not remove from him the joy he found in being a Christian. Christians can always find something very real in which to presently rejoice (1 Thessalonians 5:16).

“It is a simple fact of human experience that a man living in the lap of luxury can be wretched. A man upon whom life has apparently inflicted no blows at all can be gloomily or peevishly discontented” (Barclay pp. 71-72).

Often people attack the writings of Paul. We need to seriously confront such people and demand that they demonstrate to us an equivalent level of happiness and contentment with Paul"s before we will take them seriously. Why should I listen to someone trash the writings of Paul, who obviously experiences very little of the joy, contentment and happiness that Paul experienced, in situations even more difficult that our critic friend has ever faced? 

“Again I will say rejoice”: “And I will say it a second time (for emphasis)” (Bruce p. 141). It is as if Paul feels that he cannot stress this enough. To count your blessings, to be grateful and always realize how much God has done for you, and despite adverse circumstances, to always remember what a glorious future awaits you and how fortunate you are to be a Christian--this can never be stressed enough. Erdman reminds us, “If a person is not rejoicing, it is because he is not appropriating to his personal needs all the available riches of grace in Christ Jesus. One cause of joylessness is the memory of past failures and faults. We are slow to believe in divine forgiveness, or to expect victory where once we have been overcome. Others are continually inclined to take dark views of life; their humor is seldom cheerful. They are almost proud that they are pessimists. All should endeavor to cultivate the fine art of good cheer” (pp. 137-138). All of this tells us, that if we are unhappy, then it is our own choosing.

Verse 5
Philippians 4:5 “Let your forbearance be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand” 

“Let”: This is a choice. “Forbearance”: “Forbearing spirit be plain to everyone” (TCNT). “The Greek term contains the idea of yieldingness, gentleness or sweet reasonableness. The term suggests the disposition of one who is willing to forego his own rights in the interest of the higher good of others. The word does not, however, imply a yielding in truth or principle!” (Jackson pp. 79-80). “Goodwill, fairness, magnanimity” (Muller pp. 140). “The term indicates something of ‘the power of yielding’, the ability to give way to the wishes of others, the poise of soul which enables one to sacrifice his own rights, not by necessity but out of generosity and sympathy. It is the opposite of stubbornness and thoughtlessness. It underlies chivalry and true politeness” (Erdman p. 139). “It is that considerate courtesy and respect for the integrity of others which prompts a person not to be forever standing on his rights” (Hawthorne p. 182). “Be known unto all men”: Not just Christians, rather display this character trait before your non-Christian friends and neighbors as well.

This is a character trait that we see in the life of Jesus (; 2 Corinthians 10:1). This is part of the definition of true love (1 Corinthians 13:5-7). From the context, the two sisters mentioned in 4:2, especially needed to apply this attitude.

Especially in our society that insists upon its own rights, it is hard to learn to give up your rights for the good of another (1 Corinthians 10:32-33). This context reveals the key that unlocks such a wonderful attitude. The key is "gratitude" (4:4). Seeing that God has unselfishly done so much for my salvation (2:6-8), seeing that I have all spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 1:3), and seeing that I have always far more than I really deserve, I do not have to insist on every "right" that is entitled to me. Ungrateful people demand their rights. Hendriksen notes: “The lesson which Paul teaches is that true blessedness cannot be obtained by the person who rigorously insists on whatever he regards as his just due. Sweet reasonableness is an essential ingredient to true happiness” (p. 193).

“The Lord is at hand”: In view of the fact that the second coming of Jesus Christ could happen at any time, the Lord is always at hand (1 Thessalonians 5:1-3). ‘Leave all wrongs for Him to adjust. Forbear all wrath and retaliation (Romans 12:19 ff)” (Gr. Ex. N.T. p. 466). Hence there is good reason to rejoice always and good reason to forego our own rights and good reason to live worry-free. The Lord can come at any time to reward the faithful and to punish the evil-doers, to heal all ills and right all wrongs (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9). Again, this phrase should stimulate the two women in 4:2 to quickly resolve their differences, because being at odds with our brethren when the Lord comes again, is like crying at our own birthday party. Nobody is impressed! Some suggest that the phrase "at hand" means "near in space", that being that the Lord is always near to His people (Hebrews 13:5-6). There is a great lesson to be learned here. Christians should be known as people who are "reasonable". That is, we are ready to compromise where we can. Being a Christian means that we are only "strict" and "unyielding" in those areas where God is unyielding. Being unyielding on anything and everything is not a mark of spirituality.

Verse 6
Philippians 4:6 “In nothing be anxious; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God”

“In nothing”: “Do not worry about anything” (Mon). “Entertain no worry” (Ber). Yet, we often want to "reserve" at least something or one thing to worry about. “Be”: Note: We have a choice in this area. We do not have to worry. We can choose not to. “Anxious”: “To draw in different directions thus to be of a divided mind” (Jackson p. 80). ‘Stop being anxious” (Robertson p. 459). God is not against "caring", rather He is against being unduly concerned about something, that is letting such cares choke and paralyze the child of God (Matthew 13:22). “Anxious harassing care, of attempting to carry the burden of the future oneself, especially about things over which one has no control” (Hawthorne p. 183).

Paul practiced what he preached. The man who wrote this spoke from experience (). Presently, he probably had far more things he could worry about, than the brethren in Philippi---or us.

Lest we think that such instruction was "easy" for the Philippians, we need to remind ourselves that "stress" has always existed. Even Christians can find themselves thinking that since our generation and culture moves faster than others, that we have more things to worry about, thus this passage does not really apply to us in the busy rat-race of the Western world. Yet listen to what Bruce says, “Christian experience in a pagan world was full of uncertainties: persecution of one kind or another was always a possibility, and the impossibility of membership in guilds which were under the patronage of pagan divinities was bound to involve economic disadvantage” (p. 143). “Paul and the Philippians had ample reason (from a human standpoint) for anxiety since the one was in prison and the others were threatened with persecution (). So he is not speaking of imaginary troubles or phantom anxieties” (Hawthorne p. 183). Thus if they were not to worry about such real possibilities, obviously the Christian today (who is not being persecuted), needs to turn over all their worries (yes, even the ones which pertain to career, spouse, children, retirement, and the future) to God. Jesus taught the same truth (Matthew 6:25-34).

The answer to worry
God is fair, He does not give us a command without also giving us the "tools" we need to implement it. The world has come up with any of its own ways of handling worry, such as drugs, physical temporary pleasure, even apathy, that is, ceasing to care about the troubles of life so that they will not bother you anymore. “Don"t expect anything, don"t get your hopes up about anything and you will never be disappointed”. “God never tells us to suppress every desire” (Hendriksen p. 195). “At the coming of the Lord all wrongs will be righted, and the believer will stand in the presence of his Lord, fully vindicated. Hence, let him not make too much of disappointments, or unduly trouble himself about the future” (Hendriksen p. 194).

“But in everything by prayer”: Someone has well said, that if a care is too small to be made into a prayer, then it is too small to worry about. “But under all circumstances” (TCNT). “There is nothing too great for God"s power; and nothing too small for His fatherly care” (Barclay p. 77). “In everything”: Sadly, some Christians only view prayer as a last resort, or something that is only used in emergency situations. Others view prayer as being completely inadequate for the big "crisis" situations. In contrast, God says, “prayer is suited for all and every circumstance”. “Supplication”: Hawthorne offers the following insights: “How does one gain and keep his equilibrium in a world heaving with anxiety-creating situations? Paul"s answer: by prayer, and by believing that God is, and that He is greater than the greatest problem. From personal experience he had learned that ‘the way to be anxious about nothing was to be prayerful about everything’. He is saying in effect, that prayer is a conversation with, a plea directed to, a request made of the supreme Person of the universe who can hear, know, understand, care about and respond” (p. 183).

“With thanksgiving”: Paul often connects gratitude with prayer (Romans 1:21; Romans 14:6; Ephesians 5:20; Colossians 3:15). “This implies humility, submission to God"s will, knowing that this will is always best” (Hendriksen p. 196). Matthew 6:10 “Thy will be done”. “Thanksgiving must be the universal accompaniment of prayer. The Christian must feel, as it has been put, that all his life he is, as it were suspended between past and present blessings” (Barclay p. 77). “To begin by praising God for the fact that in this situation, as it is, He is so mightily God--such a beginning is the end of anxiety” (Hawthorne p. 183). This passage is a great test of spirituality and character, because selfishness and pride insist that we hold on to our worries. Actually, when we refuse to give God our worries we are arrogantly claiming that He cannot handle these problems but we can. Expressing such cares to God is to glory in God instead of wallowing in self. Letting God have our worries is part of giving God the complete control in our lives (Galatians 2:20). 

“Let your requests be made known unto God”: Compare with Matthew 6:8; 1 Peter 5:7). “The troubles that exercise us then cease to be hidden and bottled up. They are, so to speak, laid open to God, spread out before Him” (Hawthorne p. 184). This should remind us that gratitude needs to be expressed just for the opportunity to pray! 

Verse 7
Philippians 4:7 “And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus”

“And”: As a result of practicing the gratitude and humble prayer-life mentioned in . “The peace of God”: The peace that is available in a relationship with God. “Which passeth all understanding”: “Surpasses all comprehension” (NASV). Vincent notes, “Either, which passes all power of comprehension or better, which surpasses every (human) reason, in its power to relieve anxiety” (pp. 457-458). “There are two possible views. It may mean that the ‘peace of God’ is beyond our ability to mentally appreciate or, it may denote that real peace, such as comes from God, is beyond man"s ability to contrive, produce, or obtain by himself” (Jackson p. 80).”"God"s gift of peace will do far more for us than will any clever planning or calculating on our part.” (Hendriksen p. 197). “God"s peace is able to produce exceedingly better results than human planning or that it is far superior to any person"s schemes for security or that it is more effective for removing anxiety than any intellectual effort or power of reasoning” (Hawthorne p. 184). Often people will ridicule prayer, but this section reveals that sincere, humble, grateful and earnest prayer, casting all our cares upon God in simple trust, can do much more than all the human "cures" combined! 

An incredible number of human ways of dealing with anxiety exist. Some turn to drugs and medication. Others turn to promiscuity. Some read endless self-help books and spend their time on a psychiatrist"s couch. Some turn to human philosophy, Eastern religions or some other false teaching. People try to convince themselves that suffering is just an illusion. Some naively think, “Everything will always just work out”, or that things will simply take care of themselves. Others take the fatalist view, “What will be, will be, and it is pointless to resist”. Again, let it be emphasized, “all our contemplations and premeditated ideas of how to get rid of our cares” (Muller p. 142), will fail.

“Shall guard”: All other mechanisms for dealing with worry will fail. Notice the word "shall". Prayer, when done right, will work every time. “Guard is a military term picturing God"s peace as a detachment of soldiers ‘standing guard over’ the metaphor would have been easily understood and appreciated by the Philippian Christians who read it: God"s peace, like a garrison of soldiers, will keep guard over our thoughts and feelings so that they will be as safe against the assaults of worry and fear as any fortress” (Hawthorne pp. 184-185). “Your hearts and your thoughts”: Guarding the heart and mind is essential (Proverbs 4:23). Believe the wrong thing, become convinced of something false, buy into some erroneous idea, and we are sunk. “Together these words refer to the entire inner being of the Christian, his emotions, affections, thoughts and moral choices” (Hawthorne p. 185). “In Christ”: “Apart from Him there is no surety or guarantee for peace of mind” (Muller p. 143). In Christ Jesus we have access to every spiritual blessing (Ephesians 1:3), therefore, such peace can always be a reality, yet outside of Christ, we are lost, and real, true peace is impossible for anyone who remains an enemy of God (Jeremiah 6:14; Jeremiah 8:11).

God’s prescription for mental health

“In his little book, ‘The Bible and Mental Health’, Dr. Paul Southern states: ‘The number one problem in the United States is the mental health problem. Mental and emotional ailments claim more victims than cancer, heart disease, polio, tuberculosis, and all other physical diseases combined. At least one in every ten persons across the nation is in need of help for the living of life in these days. This simply means that twenty million Americans suffer from psychic tensions that they are unable to handle alone. Every other bed in all the hospitals in our country is occupied by a patient who has no organic ailment. One in every five families is affected” (pp. 2,3)” (Jackson p. 81). The Bible stresses the absolute importance of filling our minds with good things (Proverbs 23:7; Proverbs 4:23; Matthew 12:34; Mark 7:20-23).

Verse 8
Philippians 4:8 “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honorable, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things”

“Finally”: “Paul lists a number of traits, which, if incorporated into one"s thinking processes, would truly contribute to tranquility of life” (Jackson p. 81). This verse also contains practical information that will help any Christian "stand fast" in the Lord (). The "peace" mentioned in 4:7 demands some human cooperation, and it does not just happen. “The readers must do their part by controlling their minds and thoughts” (Erdman p. 142). Yet, this verse admits that we can realistically control our mental attitude and what we think about. Standing fast in the Lord, involves standing firm in our convictions, beliefs, and thoughts. The Christian does not have the right to think or personally believe anything they want (Matthew 5:28). Everyone allows their mind to dwell on something, “The human mind will always set itself on something” (Barclay p. 79). Hence, since I am going to expend mental energy thinking about something, the wise man says, “I should at least profit from such mental activity”. Many have noted that thoughts produce habits, habits lead to actions, actions determine character, and character determines our eternal destiny. Barclay reminds us, “This is something of the utmost importance, because it is a law of life that, if a man thinks of something often enough, he will come to the stage when he cannot stop thinking about it. His thoughts will be quite literally in a groove out of which he cannot jerk them” (p. 79).

“Whatsoever things are”: Whatever would fit into the following categories. “True”: This infers that many things are also false. “Many things in this world are deceptive and illusory, promising what they can never perform, offering a specious peace and happiness which they can never supply. A man should always set his thoughts on the things which will not let him down” (Barclay p. 79). The Christian cannot afford to live in an illusionary fantasy world. “It is not a true thing that God does not care what we believe and how we act in consequence” (Lenski p. 882). This means that the Christian does not have the right to believe a false concept, even though they might not practice it. God does not want Christians to be gullible. “The term denotes that which is ‘true to fact’. Truth is grounded in the very nature of God (Romans ; 8:32; 17:17)” (Jackson pp. 81-82).

“Honorable”: “Dignified” (Rhm). “Whatever is worthy of reverence” (Mon). “Is a quality that is characterized by soberness, as opposed to a flippant attitude that lacks ‘intellectual seriousness’” (Jackson p. 82). “That which wins respect or commands reverence, or is esteemed. It refers to lofty things, majestic things, things that lift the mind from the cheap and tawdry to that which is noble and good and of moral worth” (Hawthorne p. 188). “There are things in this world which are flippant and cheap and attractive to the light-minded” (Barclay p. 79). Christians need to take the time to reflect about the serious things of life (1 Timothy 2:2; 1 Timothy 3:4; Titus 2:2; Titus 2:7; Titus 3:8). “There lies in it the idea of a dignity or majesty which is yet inviting and attractive, and which inspires reverence” (Vincent p. 458). The things above would fit into this category, Colossians 3:1-2. 

“Just”: “What is right” (Gspd). The Christian will be miserable, if he or she allows false concepts to remain in their thinking. The Christian is the person who admits that whatever God says and does is "right". 

The Christian does not long for the "easy way out", rather, they only want to do what is "right". Instead of thinking selfishly, the Christian says, “What is just?” (Colossians 4:1). “It concerns giving to God and men their due. It involves duty and responsibility. It entails satisfying all obligations” (Hawthorne p. 188). 

“Pure”: Innocent, modest, chaste, and clean. “This world is full of things which are sordid and shabby and soiled and smutty. Many a man gets his mind into such a state that it soils everything of which it thinks” (Barclay p. 80). Compare with Titus 1:15. Hendriksen reminds us, “The Philippians, because of their background and surroundings, were being constantly tempted by that which was unchaste” (p. 198). The word "pure" also applies to "pure" motives and actions. The Christian does not have the right to "plot" revenge (Romans 12:19-21). Some people spend their lives dwelling upon all the bad things they would love to see happen to those who wronged them, and such people are usually miserable (Titus 3:3). “Lovely”: “Endearing” (Con). “Lovable” (TCNT). “It is that which calls forth love” (Jackson p. 82). “Winsome--Thus the Christian"s mind is to be set on things that elicit from others not bitterness and hostility, but admiration and affection” (Hawthorne p. 188). “There are those whose minds are so set on vengeance and punishment that they call forth bitterness and fear in others. There are those whose minds are so set on criticism and rebuke that they call forth resentment in others” (Barclay p. 80).

“Good report”: Well spoken of. Those things that deserve and enjoy a good reputation (1 Corinthians 13:6). “Lit., ‘sounding well’--that which is fit to hear” (Jackson p. 82). The Christian is not interested in "gossip" and the Christian takes no pleasure in hearing the "dirt" that has surfaced concerning another member. The Christian eagerly desires to hear those things that are good, such as the good things that Christians are doing, and the successes they are having. Jackson makes all of us uncomfortable when he says, “It is a truly interesting exercise to listen to the things that most commonly engage the conversations of men--even some who profess to be disciples of the Lord Jesus!” (p. 82). “If there be any”: “If virtue and honor have any meaning” (TCNT). “Whatever moral excellence exists, and whatever praise it deserves” (Erdman p. 143). “Nothing that is really worthwhile for believers to ponder and take into consideration is omitted from this summarizing phrase. Anything at all that is a matter of moral and spiritual excellence, so that it is the proper object of praise, is the right pasture for the Christian mind to graze in” (Hendriksen p. 199). Paul could also be inferring that virtue and praiseworthy behavior cannot be developed without thinking about the right things.

“Think on these things”: "’To take account of. It also suggests that we are to constantly place our minds on these things. Vine notes that it means to ‘make those things the subjects of your thoughtful consideration’” (Jackson p. 81).

We are responsible for our thoughts. Contrary to the thinking of some, man is capable to "holding on" to good thoughts. I can make such things the habitual food for my mind. The Christian can really change, and such change can reach right down to the very essence of one"s attitude. The Christian has too much to ponder to allow his mind to wander. Happiness and contentment () are impossible without practicing Philippians 4:8. 

Verse 9
Philippians 4:9 “The things which ye both learned and received and heard and saw in me, these things do: and the God of peace shall be with you”

“The things which ye both learned and received and heard and saw in me”: “All that you learnt and received and heard and saw in me put into practice” (TCNT). Again, Paul sets up himself as an example to be followed (1 Corinthians 11:1). “These things do”: Right thoughts must result in right actions if they are to be worth anything. The present tense here is used, that is, keep on doing. “Practice as a habit” (Robertson p. 460). “Right thinking is invaluable, but it must also be accompanied by resolution; it must be followed by determined action” (Erdman p. 143). Paul himself practiced these very truths. “The truths of the Christian gospel must never be abstracted from action and put into high-toned words and phrases, but always expressed in the life of the teacher” (Hawthorne p. 190) (1 Timothy 4:12-16).

“And the God of peace shall be with you”: “To think of God as ‘the God of peace’ was a most refreshing and encouraging exercise for Paul who lived constantly in the center of turmoil and trouble (2 Corinthians 11:23-33)” (Hawthorne p. 190). Fellowship with God is conditional. We must "do" these things (Matthew 7:21-27).

There is one final thing I wish to point out in this section of Scripture. Paul gave the Philippians the right concepts or truths. The instruction was very practical and possible for all, but there was a time to stop discussing these things and to start doing them. All Bible study is vain, if it doesn"t result in changed conduct. Most Christians do not need another class on how to go about teaching others, or treating their mates or brethren with honor and so on. They simply need to finally accept what they already know is true and then do it.

Verse 10
Philippians 4:10 “But I rejoice in the Lord greatly, that now at length ye have revived your thought for me; wherein ye did indeed take thought, but ye lacked opportunity”

“One of Paul"s purposes in writing Philippians was to give written expression to his gratitude for the gift received. Says C.R. Erdman, ‘This message of thanks is a rare blending of affection, of dignity, of delicacy, with a certain undertone of gentle pleasantry. It is an embodiment of ideal Christian courtesy’” (Hendriksen p. 203).

“But”: Marking a transition in subjects from . “I rejoice in the Lord”: This a joy that is motivated by the highest possible considerations. “Its connection with the Lord is evident when we see the unselfish, spiritual quality of this joy” (Lenski p. 886). “I gave joyful thanks to the Lord (when I received your gift)” (Bruce p. 148).

Paul always brings everything back to the Lord, because it was the gospel message which had changed the Philippians and had moved them to be this generous (2 Corinthians 8:5). The Philippians had to cooperate and they had done well (Philippians 4:14), yet the Lord should get the full credit for planning and making possible the Christian lifestyle (4:20). Muller says, “Not only natural joy for the gift received, but a joy experienced in the Lord, because the gift stood in connection with the cause of the Lord, was sent as a support for His servant in prison, and gave evidence of Christian love and sympathy in the Church” (p. 145). Jackson reminds us, ‘There is no true rejoicing out of Christ” (p. 85). That last comment brings up another angle to the expression "in the Lord". Hawthorne says, “By saying that his joy was ‘in the Lord’ he was saying that it was thoroughly Christian, flowing out of his union with Christ and therefore totally free from ingratitude or resentment” (p. 196).

“Greatly”: “How grateful I am” (Tay). Great joy is a mark of the Christian experience (Acts 8:8; Acts 15:3). Something is wrong with our implementation of the teachings of Christ, if we do not experience some "great joy" now and then. Lenski says, “It lets us see how surprised and delighted Paul was when a handsome gift was so unexpectedly presented to him by the messenger from the Philippian church” (p. 886). This verse should make us seriously reflect upon our relationship with our brethren and God. Paul received great joy from what many would consider to be a simple contribution, yet Paul could see the wonderful growth and attitudes behind what the world would consider as a small thing. Let’s guard our ability to rejoice greatly in the "small things"?

“That now at length ye have revived your thought for me”: “That now at last you have revived your concern for me” (NASV). “At length”: “At last, hinting of implied hindrances” (Jackson p. 85). “The phrase at last might imply, if it stood by itself, that the Philippians had let an inordinately long time elapse since last they sent Paul a gift; but the context shows that no such reflection is intended” (Bruce p. 148). “Revived”: “To sprout again, to shoot up, to blossom again” (Jackson p. 85). “As soon as the news of Paul"s imprisonment had become known in Philippi the desire had sprung up ‘to do something’ to help him. But at first no favorable opportunity had presented itself” (Hendriksen p. 204). “Wherein ye did indeed take thought, but ye lacked opportunity”: “Though your care indeed never failed” (Con). “For what you lacked was never the care but the chance of showing it” (Mof). “He hastens to say that what they lacked was not sympathy but the chance of showing it” (Erdman p. 146). The Philippians provide us with an excellent practical example. Often Christians will find themselves in situations in which they greatly desire to do something specific for God, but either lack the resources or the favorable circumstances to make their desire a reality. The Philippians would tell us, “Keep that desire alive, for often the opportunity will come in time”. This section also comforts those who are aged or sick and cannot presently meet with Christians or teach classes. God is fair. He understands such situations. Yet note carefully, God is only understanding towards those who have the desire to serve Him. “As soon as this situation changed, the Philippians had acted with characteristic enthusiasm and devotion” (Hendriksen p. 204). 

“The durative present tense states that the Philippians have always had Paul in mind” (Lenski p. 887). The text does not say what specifically the hindrance was or what created this lack of opportunity. We know that some six years previous, Paul described these same brethren as being in deep poverty (2 Corinthians 8:1-5).

Verse 11
Philippians 4:11 “Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therein to be content”

“Not that I speak in respect of want”: “Not that I have anything to complain” (Gspd). “Do not think that I am saying this under pressure of want” (TCNT). “His rejoicing is not based upon the fact that his needs have been met” (Jackson pp. 85-86). Some commentators feel that this gift embarrassed Paul and that he felt uncomfortable in receiving such support. They say that he liked to be independent and self-sufficient. I think this completely misses the point. Paul is saying, “I am elated about this gift, but it is not because I am hinting that you please send me another gift soon”. “Under no circumstances would he express discontent; nor would he so express his thanks as to seem to be requesting another gift” (Erdman p. 147). In addition, Paul is not saying, “This gift of yours makes me so happy, because I am so desperate for any help”. Here we see the wholesome rejoicing of Paul. It was not selfish, for even when he received help from others, he took the time to realize and rejoice in the blessings such generosity would bring upon the givers (,17-18; 2 Corinthians 9:6-11). Next time another Christian does something for you, do not merely rejoice in your own good fortune, but rejoice at the fact of how God is pleased with your brother or sister (2 Corinthians 9:6). “For I have learned”: This is the reason why Paul did not consider himself deprived and miserable, even in prison. “Learned”: “To learn by use and practice, to acquire the habit of, the term points back to difficult times in the apostle"s life” (Jackson p. 86). “Looking at his long experience as a unit” (Robertson p. 461).

Contentment is not inherited or inborn, it is learned. Paul was not born content. Paul, like all others, must learn this lesson. This is not an easy lesson to learn: “For Paul it has been a matter of long tuition. The school of discipline has included many difficult courses. Some of these Paul now specifies” (Erdman p. 147). 

“In whatsoever state I am”: “Whatever be my outward experiences” (Wey). “Therein”: In whatever circumstances Paul finds himself. “To be content”: A great contrast is found in these verses, and the world has attempted to achieve the same state of mind, apart from God. Christians need to realize that people in the world desire the same type of happiness, fulfillment, contentment, and satisfaction that is found in Christ. The Stoics attempted to find a contentment that was independent of one"s circumstances: “They proposed to eliminate all desire. The Stoics believed that the only way to contentment was to abolish all desire until a man had come to a stage when nothing and no one were essential to him. They proposed to eliminate all emotion until a man had come to a stage when he did not care what happened either to himself or to anyone else. Epictetus says. ‘Begin with a cup or a household utensil; if it breaks, say, "I don"t care." Go on to a horse or pet dog; if anything happens to it, say. "I don"t care". Go on to yourself. If you go on long enough, and if you try hard enough, you will come to a stage when you can watch your nearest and dearest suffer and die, and say, "I don"t care." The Stoic aim was to abolish every feeling of the human heart. As T.R. Glover said, ‘The Stoics made of the heart a desert, and called it a peace’” (Barclay pp. 84-85).

Erdman points out: “It is to be noted that Paul says nothing about poverty"s being a great blessing. He has learned, however, that even the poor man does not lack those things that are essential to the highest life. Nor does he say anything about riches being a great curse. He does not intimate that the only thing to do with wealth is to abandon it. This might be the cowardly evasion of real responsibility (1 Timothy 6:17 ff). He does claim, however, to have learned the secret of being cheerful and joyful even in times of penury and privation, of being generous and unselfish and grateful in seasons of prosperity and of abundance. Nor does Paul mean that he has become an unfeeling fatalist or a stoic. There is such a thing as ‘divine discontent’. Conditions may exist indifference to which would be sinful (1 Corinthians 5:1 ff). To be satisfied with one"s own imperfections, to be unconcerned when others are in misery and distress, to be at ease while the great world is ignorant of the gospel of grace--such is not the contentment of Paul. He is ceaselessly struggling for spiritual progress. However, he is able to be calm and confident in the midst of the most disturbing circumstances” (pp. 147-148). Carefully note that Paul did not "choose" poverty, and he did not go out of his way to find persecution.

Paul says that he found contentment, a contentment that was not prone to the pitfalls of the contentment the world offers. You see, Paul still cared. He still felt joy and pain, happiness and heartache (Romans 12:15; 2 Corinthians 11:28-29). He still labored to improve himself (Philippians 3:12), yet in the midst of all of this, he was content. “The apostle is no statue. He is a man of flesh and blood. He knows both joys and sorrows, yet is content” (Hendriksen p. 204).

Verse 12
Philippians 4:12 “I know how to be abased, and I know also how to abound: in everything and in all things have I learned the secret both to be filled and to be hungry, both to abound and to be in want”

“I know how”: I know how to adjust to such external circumstances, and I know how to roll with the punches. Paul is saying, “I know how to handle life”. Or, “I know how to cope”. “To be abased”: “To get along with humble means” (NASV). “I know how to live when things are difficult” (Phi). “To be humbled” (Robertson p. 461). Paul had plenty of opportunities to practice contentment in humble circumstances (Acts 14:19; Acts 16:22-25; Acts 17:13; Acts 18:12; Chapters 21-27; 2 Corinthians 4:11; 2 Corinthians 6:4-5; 2 Corinthians 11:27; 2 Corinthians 11:33). “He knew what was meant by hunger, thirst, fasting, cold, nakedness, physical suffering, mental torture, and persecution” (Hendriksen p. 205).

Often, it is easy for people to forget that difficult circumstances involve more than suffering. They also bring with them a great opportunity for real spiritual growth (Romans 5:3-5; James 1:2-4; 2 Corinthians 1:8-9). It is hard to develop such traits as patience and trust in God, if we have never really faced circumstances that demanded real patience and trust for an extended period of time.

‘How to abound”: “I know what it is to have more than enough” (Rhm). “I know how to face prosperity” (TCNT). “How to live amid abundance” (Wey). “How to enjoy plenty” (Gspd). Paul"s whole life in serving God was not lived on a bare-bones existence. He enjoyed some material prosperity as well. “Not all of Paul"s life was marked by a cramping and oppressive want of resources. He knew that grace was needed to handle prosperity properly as well as penury” (Hawthorne pp. 199-200). Abundance and want both have their own unique temptations (Proverbs 30:8-9; 1 Timothy 6:6-10; 1 Timothy 6:17-19). “Paul is well acquainted with these opposite experiences: to be made very lowly--to abound in or to be amid plenty. The idea is that he knows how to adjust himself to either with equal contentment” (Lenski p. 889). Unfortunately, many people cannot handle prosperity, and they get uneasy if things are going too well. They feel that such good fortune cannot last, so instead of anxiously awaiting the day that it could end, they make it end themselves, that is, they undermine their own success. Others can never take the time and simply enjoy the fruits of their prosperity (Ecclesiastes 5:10). “In everything and in all things”: “In all circumstances” (Wms). “Into all and every human experience” (TCNT).

“I have learned the secret”: “I learned”, again stresses the fact that contentment was not genetically a part of Paul"s nature, and that such instruction came from without. Man, on his own and by his own wits, cannot bring true contentment upon himself (Jeremiah 10:23), and all human philosophies will fail to provide real contentment. The Christian is the person who has refused to settle for what is a distant second best. The phrase "learned the secret", “has an interesting background. Many scholars believe it has a pagan history, being used of the initiation rites into the ancient ‘mystery religions’. It thus may suggest that which is not commonly known (and how few know real contentment!), and possibly implies that a difficult process has been endured” (Jackson p. 86). Yet, unlike the pagan religions, this "secret" is made known to all. Anyone who wants contentment upon God"s terms can have it! These verses reveal something about Paul"s life, “He knows the joys and cares of life, prosperity and adversity, ‘good’ days and ‘evil’ days, favorable and unfavorable circumstances” (Muller p. 147).

Verse 13
Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things in Him that strengtheneth me”

“I can do”: “He has the power to cope with or is competent and able to handle” (Hawthorne p. 201). “Have power, be competent; be able” (Jackson p. 87). 

“All things”: The type of things mentioned in the context. Obviously, Paul is not claiming that he can fly, or convert every person he talks to, and so on. “I have the power to face all conditions of life. I can endure all these things. I have the resources to master them” (Hawthorne p. 201). “In Him”: In Christ (). Outside of Christ, Paul realizes that he is incompetent and unprepared to face the harsh realities of life. Jesus also taught this while upon the earth (John 15:4-5 “apart from Me you can do nothing”). This is not a mysterious condition, rather in Him is simply being in a right relationship with Christ, fully trusting Him, believing and obeying His teachings, and being convinced that Christ loves us. “That strengthens me”: “Lit., in my strengthener (enabler) 1 Timothy 1:12” (Bruce p. 151).

The strength or power available to Paul was not something that seized him and proceeded to override his own freewill. The phrase "I have learned" teaches us that this contentment required Paul"s cooperation and effort. Other verses tell us that such contentment demands our complete trust in God (Hebrews 13:5-6). The strengthening available to Paul is also available to all Christians. Through His revelation, God has given us every incentive to fully place our trust in Him (John 3:16; Romans 5:6-8; Romans 8:32; Galatians 2:20; 1 Peter 2:6; James 4:8), regardless of the external happenings around us. Notice how Paul"s contentment is so different from the world. The world tries to find contentment in complete self-sufficiency. Paul found it in being God-sufficient (2 Corinthians 12:9-10). Paul did not spend his life trying to manipulate the circumstances to serve him, he realized that such was impossible, even for the wisest and most gifted of men (Ecclesiastes 9:11). Paul gave up all, in order to gain Christ (Philippians 3:8), and in doing so, found the greatest treasures of life. Mark this down, true happiness, contentment, and peace cannot be found in a life that is being lived for self (Matthew 16:24-25). 

Verse 14
Philippians 4:14 “Howbeit ye did well that ye had fellowship with my affliction” 

“Howbeit”: Even though Paul could be content in meager circumstances, he does not want his readers to infer that their gift has therefore been useless or unappreciated. “If the Philippian readers got the impression that some modern commentators get, that Paul is saying, ‘Thank you for your gift, but it really wasn"t necessary,’ Paul removes any impression of ungraciousness on his part by assuring them again of his grateful appreciation” (Bruce p. 152). Paul allowed Christians to help him and did not feel that such made him less of a Christian. Being God-sufficient also includes allowing God to use His people to care for your needs. Some want a Christianity where they are not obligated or do not feel obligated to anyone. Such a relationship with God and brethren is not taught in the Scriptures. Paul could graciously accept help, because he already viewed himself as a debtor to all men (Romans 1:14). Human relationships involve debts that can never be paid in full (Romans 13:8; Galatians 6:1-2).

It is refreshing to see that Paul could be content with less, but he did not have to remain in humble circumstances to "look spiritual". Paul realized that faithfulness is not inherently connected to one’s lot in life. Paul did not operate under any of the following false assumptions: “I"m really poor, therefore I must be right with God” or “I am suffering more than you and that proves that I am a better Christian”.

“Ye did well”: “Excellently, nobly. Paul"s straightforward commendation is the best kind of thanks” (Lenski pp. 891-892). Compare with Mark 14:6. Notice, we can "do well" (Acts 17:11). Offering service that is pleasing to God and doing the right thing is not an impossible task. Have the right attitude and you"ll end up doing the right thing. “Ye had fellowship with my affliction”: “They helped him to carry his burden by means of their material gift and so they had a share in alleviating his hardship in captivity” (Muller p. 148). The Philippians could do nothing to change the fact that Paul was in prison, yet they could do something. Often we think that if we cannot change the circumstances, then there is nothing we can do. We forget about what some would call the "little things", things that Jesus said were very important (Matthew 25:31-46). Instead of wanting to do everything, we need to realize what we can do right now. In many instances we will not be able to completely remove someone"s pain, trial, or difficult circumstances, but we can do something that might make their burden just a little lighter (Galatians 6:2). The faithful child of God does not need a smooth path, but a little encouragement and refreshment along the way is greatly appreciated (Colossians 4:11).

Verse 15
Philippians 4:15 “And ye yourselves also know, ye Philippians, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church had fellowship with me in the matter of giving and receiving but ye only”

“Also know”: “Paul gratefully acknowledges the fact that the present gift was the continuation of a series of gifts” (Hendriksen p. 207). “Also you Philippians know means: as well as I know and will never forget” (Lenski p. 892). “By sending him a gift now they were repeating earlier acts of kindness. They did not need Paul"s reminder of these: but it was encouraging for them to realize that Paul still recalled their kindness with gratitude” (Bruce p. 152). “Ye Philippians”: Compare with 2 Corinthians 6:11; Galatians 3:1. Very rarely does Paul address his readers by name. Another key to contentment is remembering past blessings received. Gratitude is an essential ingredient to happiness, contentment, and just good mental health. “That in the beginning of the gospel”: When the gospel was preached for the first time in the Macedonian region (Acts 16:1-40). The beginning of the gospel from the standpoint of the Philippians. “When I departed from Macedonia”: And went to preach in Greece (Acts 17:15-16). “Going by way of Athens to Corinth” (Vincent p. 460). “No church”: That is, no congregation. “Had fellowship with me in the matter of giving and receiving but ye only”:

“Giving and receiving”: This passage has become one focal point in the debate over what is known as the Sponsoring Church Arrangement, that being where one congregation receives funds from another congregation(s) and then distributes those funds to yet another congregation(s) or to individuals or an individual outside of the receiving and sponsoring church.

When some people read Philippians 4:15 they see the following: “What the apostle appears to be saying is this: after he left Macedonia, no church, expect the Philippian congregation, became his partner, keeping the ‘books’ containing the ‘debits and credits’ of his missionary work. Philippi ‘received’ the funds from other churches (2 Corinthians 11:8 ff) and ‘disbursed’ them to the apostle” (Jackson pp. 87-88). J.W. Roberts argued, “Many commentators have argued that the instances of Philippians 4:15-16 and 2 Corinthians 11:8 f included the same arrangements and urge that the ‘churches’ of 2 Corinthians 11:8 f sent funds to the congregation at Philippi and that that church ‘only’ kept the expense account of this fellowship and forwarded money to Paul. Thus, according to the argument, we would have precedent for one church to receive funds from several congregations to and forward those funds to another work”. [Note: _ Gospel Advocate, August, September, October 1955; reprinted in "How Churches Can Cooperate", Lewis Hale. pp. 132ff.] Before I respond to the above, I would like to say that it doesn"t matter to me, what pattern of cooperation God desires. I have no personal preference, yet a number of considerations cause me to reject the above view:

If Philippi is simply receiving funds from other churches and passing them on, then why do they get all the praise? Why does not Paul praise the other congregations? 

Is the church that keeps the books more important that the other congregations that enable something to be actually on the books? Paul only praises the Philippians for this contribution. He specifically talks about the Philippians concern for him ( “you have revived your concern for me--but you lacked opportunity”). This context doesn"t end in 4:15. Why does not Paul talk about the "fruit" that would come to the other congregations, if, other congregations were involved? (4:18)

2 Corinthians 11:8-9 does not demand a Sponsoring Church type arrangement. Nothing in the text demands that the "other churches" mentioned in 11:8 acted through the Philippian congregation. One would have to assume such. Robert Turner notes, “It was ‘churches’ he ‘robbed’--not a pooled fund. Paul did not say he was supplied by a special missionary fund under the control of one church; he said, ‘I robbed other churches, taking wages of them’” [Note: _ The Arlington Meeting. pp. 267-268] The text of the NASV on Philippians 4:15 is somewhat misleading. For it says, “after I departed from Macedonia”. From that translation one could infer that from that point onward, the only church that supported Paul was the church in Philippi. But the ASV and the KJV say “when I departed”. Hence Philippians 4:15 and 2 Corinthians 11:9, do not necessarily refer to the same gift. One would have to assume that the brethren from Macedonia, includes only the brethren from the congregation at Philippi, yet Macedonia contained other congregations as well (Thessalonica, Berea). In the final analysis, too many assumptions have to be taken to embrace the Sponsoring Church arrangement. In addition: The question of congregational autonomy remains in a plain passage (1 Peter 5:1-3), and the clearest passages on giving and receiving have money being sent directly to the congregation in need (1 Corinthians 16:1-3). Seeing that this context only mentions Paul and the Philippians, it seems more consistent to view the "giving and receiving" mentioned in 4:15, as they gave and Paul received. 

For me, trying to force a Sponsoring Church type of arrangement into this context removes much of the warmth found in these verses. Such a view must admit that the Philippians didn"t lack the money (), for other churches were contributing the money, and the Philippians "concern" was more about getting the money to him, than raising it themselves. Instead of this being a freewill offering, it would be rather funds that were both owed and overdue. It is wise of God not to fund red tape, machinery and middle men. 

Verse 16
Philippians 4:16 “for even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my need”

“For even in Thessalonica”: Even before Paul left the province of Macedonia, the young, newly established congregation in Philippi had helped him twice. “For when Paul, upon having founded the church in Philippi, left there, he went immediately to Thessalonica, a city only a short distance away, to carry on his mission (Acts 17:1-9). Even there, and so soon after their own beginning as a church, the Philippians began their pattern of giving by sending help to relieve the pressure of his needs” (Hawthorne p. 205). The Thessalonian letters indicate that Paul still had to work to support himself (1 Thessalonians 2:9; 2 Thessalonians 3:8-9). This infers that these gifts may not have completely eliminated his need, yet we can rarely eliminate fully the needs of any Christian. God expects us to do what we can. Even if our personal contribution cannot fix the problem, it is still worthwhile and needed. What a great example of unselfishness and considering others more important than oneself (2:3-5)! The Church at Philippi continued to support from time to time the Apostle Paul even though he was not preaching for them. Other people needed to hear the message he had. The Philippians had appreciated so much what Paul had brought to them what they wanted others to have the chance to enjoy the same salvation they were experiencing. Here is a great test of our Christianity. Do we enjoy our relationship with God so much that we are willing to sacrifice so that the gospel can be preached to those who have not heard?

Verse 17
Philippians 4:17 “Not that I seek for the gift; but I seek for the fruit that increaseth to your account”

“Not that I seek for the gift”: “Not that I seek the gift itself” (NASV). “He does not wish his readers to suppose that he is concerned chiefly with his own profit” (Erdman p. 150). “It is not money I am anxious for” (Mof). “Paul"s fear of being misunderstood when he speaks about receiving gifts appears again and again, no doubt because his enemies were constantly misconstruing his motives (2 Corinthians 11:7; 2 Corinthians 12:14; 1 Thessalonians 2:3; 1 Thessalonians 2:5; 1 Thessalonians 2:8). If he accepted a gift or if his enemies suspected that he did, they were ready to charge him with selfishness, and greed; if he did not, they accused him of making a show of his humility. Yet, in the final analysis it was not the gift but the giver that was the object of Paul"s concern” (Hendriksen pp. 207-208). “But I seek”: “I am seeking for” (Robertson p. 462). “Seek”: “To wish for” (Jackson p. 89). I have my heart set on. “For the fruit that increaseth to your account”: “I am anxious to see the abundant return that will be placed to your account” (TCNT). “They meant Paul to be the gainer from their generosity, and so indeed he is; but on the spiritual plane the permanent gain will be theirs” (Bruce p. 154). “More than the advantage which a gift yields to him personally, Paul desires the fruit of spiritual enrichment among them” (Muller p. 150). “He rejoices in their gift chiefly because they have gained spiritually by their giving. It has been a real benefit to them. They have really been enriched by their transaction” (Erdman p. 150). “Right giving always enriches the giver. ‘The liberal soul will be made fat’ (Proverbs 11:25; Proverbs 19:17; Matthew 5:7; 2 Corinthians 9:7” (Hendriksen p. 208). Christians need to bear fruit (John 15:1-6; Romans 7:4; Galatians 5:22-23; Titus 3:14).

Paul continues the financial metaphors he has been using. He talks about "fruit" or profit increasing or gaining interest in their account. Clearly, he is using these terms in a figurative sense, for good works do not actually gain "interest" in some account in heaven. Yet Paul realizes that the real important thing about "good deeds" is the good heart that produces them (Luke 8:15). Their willingness to sacrifice and give for the cause of Christ, demonstrated a great love for Paul and especially the Lord. It demonstrated continual spiritual growth and maturity and that their love had not died down. God would surely bless such diligent and unselfish Christians and Paul knew it (Hebrews 11:6). The person who gives from the right motives to the right cause is never made the poorer.

Verse 18
Philippians 4:18 “But I have all things, and abound: I am filled, having received from Epaphroditus the things that came from you, an odor of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing to God” 

“But I have”: “I have received in full” (Matthew 6:2) (Vincent p. 460). “The technical sense is, ‘This is my receipt’ (Hendriksen p. 208). Yet there is not any reason to think that Paul actually gave them an accounting or an actual receipt of his expenses, especially in view of the fact that the same type of "accounting" language is to be taken figuratively in the previous verse.

“And abound”: “And more than enough” (Alf). “And more than I require” (Con). This reinforces the figurative use of the accounting terminology in this section, because if such terms are to be taken literally, then Paul is here saying, “You have overpaid me”. Lenski observes, “Paul is only adopting this business term and uses it together with two other verbs, not in the sense of assuring the Philippians of a receipt in full, but to let them know how rich he feels” (p. 895). Paul is saying that their recent gift has enabled him to be in that condition of "abounding" once more (). “I am filled”: “My wants are fully satisfied” (TCNT). “Like a vessel to the very brim, the perfect tense indicating that he continues to be full” (Lenski p. 896). Such a statement should at least cause people to investigate the Christian religion. How many people can really say with any amount of honestly, “I am filled”? 

“Having received from Epaphroditus the things that came from you”: He had brought their gift with him, he had been their messenger (). Carefully note how a simple material offering was received with gratitude by a Christian. We tend to take so many things for granted in this life, as if we deserve every good thing that comes our way. “An odor of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing to God”: “It is like fragrant incense, just such a sacrifice as God welcomes and approves” (Gspd). Christians still have sacrifices to offer (Romans 12:1-2; Hebrews 13:15-16). Again, carefully note that I, an imperfect human being, can do something that pleases the very heart of God. Paul assures the Philippians that what they gave and the manner in which they offered it was of the first rank, of the highest quality. “The apostle credits the givers with the proper spirit. He acknowledges that their deed was not merely an act of sympathy shown to a friend in need, but a genuine offering presented to God to promote his cause, and thus to Paul as God"s representative!” (Hendriksen p. 209).

Verse 19
Philippians 4:19 “And my God shall supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus”

“My God”: God is the source. “Shall supply every need of yours”: “They may rest assured, says Paul, that what they have given to God will be amply repaid by him from the limitless resources of His riches” (Bruce p. 155). “Every need”: Not every selfish wish. “According to His riches in glory”: “Out of the greatness of His wealth” (TCNT). “His glorious riches” (Con). “In keeping with His glory” (Jackson p. 89). “In Christ Jesus”: The non-Christian or the unfaithful Christian does not have any right to expect God to meet their needs (James 1:7 “For let not that man think that he shall receive anything of the Lord”). Compare with Colossians 2:9-10 and Ephesians 1:3.

“Not only Paul, but also the Philippians have their needs” (Muller p. 152). Paul always remembers the hardships and difficulties of his brethren. “Since God"s wealth is limitless, it is therefore impossible to exhaust it by all needs combined” (Hawthorne p. 208). As in other passages, this one also teaches that God will care for His people (Matthew 6:33; 2 Corinthians 9:8-11; Hebrews 13:5-6). It also reinforces the principle of sowing and reaping (Galatians 6:7). The "needs" in this passage could be physical, spiritual, or both, because Paul had found both to be true. God had supplied what was necessary for his spiritual needs (2 Peter 1:3; Ephesians 1:3) and his physical needs (2 Corinthians 12:9; Philippians 4:18). God had not forgotten Paul in times of hardship and distress (2 Timothy 4:17-18). He is sure that his God would do the same for these faithful brethren. It is sad to see Christians fall away from the faith, because they are looking to "have their needs met". The honest truth is, when you give up God, you give up any chance of having your real needs ever met! Some of these "needs" will finally be supplied in eternity (Revelation 21:4). “The rewarding will not be merely from His wealth, but also in a manner that befits His wealth--on a scale worthy of His wealth” (Hawthorne p. 208).

Verse 20
Philippians 4:20 “Now unto our God and Father be the glory for ever and ever. Amen”

“Our God and Father”: A call for united praise. “Uniting himself once again with his converts in a song of praise to the one who provides for the needs of all his people” (Hawthorne p. 209). This God so magnificent is actually our Father (Matthew 6:9). “Be the glory for ever and ever”: The Christian is the person who is content to allow God to be in the spotlight-forever. The Christian understands that only God deserves everlasting praise and adoration. “Amen”: “As a closing word serves to approve of what has been said, and is an expression of confirmation and assurance. So it is! Sure and unquestionable! So let it be!” (Muller p. 153).

Verse 21
Philippians 4:21 “Salute every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren that are with me salute you” 

“Salute every saint”: Give my greetings to every Christian in Philippi. “The apostle expresses his loving concern for each individual believer of the church” (Muller p. 154). Paul was concerned about the spiritual welfare of every Christian (2 Corinthians 11:29). “The brethren that are with me salute you”: His co-workers had the same type of concern.

Verse 22
Philippians 4:22 “All the saints salute you, especially they that are of Caesar"s household”

“All the saints salute you”: All the Christians in Rome spend greetings. 

“Especially they that are of Caesar’s household”: Probably not members of the imperial family, but those connected with the imperial establishment. Servants and slaves of the emperor. “Caesar’s household”: “This expression is used in the literature to refer both to the highest officials in the Roman government and to the lowest servants in the emperor"s employ. It is likely that Paul is speaking now of Roman soldiers stationed in the barracks, or slaves or freedmen handling the domestic affairs of the emperor, or both” (Hawthorne p. 215). “Especially”: “The reason these are singled out may be to show that the gospel was beginning to penetrate even these loftier circles” (Hawthorne p. 215). Or, since Philippi was a Roman colony, it could be that many members in Philippi knew friends and relatives who were members of the imperial staff. “These may have been soldiers, slaves or freedmen, who, because they have been involved in the service of the emperor in provincial matters for an extended period of time, had come to know many of the believers in the Roman city of Philippi” (Hawthorne p. 216). Hendriksen remarks, “A considerable percentage of those who belonged to Caesar"s household in Rome had come from regions east of Rome” (pp. 212-213). He also notes, “If among the early Christians there were those who belonged to Nero"s ‘household’, today"s government-employees in far more favorable circumstances will have great difficulty when they try to find an excuse for failing to bear witness for Christ” (p. 214).

Erdman points out, “The emperor was Nero. Yet amid all its darkness and superstition and wickedness the gospel of Christ had taken root. There are no conditions over which the power of Christ cannot triumph. To find saints in Caesar"s household may be surprising, yet it should also be remarked that this was the very place where saints were most needed, where heathenism and godlessness are most firmly entrenched, there the true apostle is most eager to have the gospel proclaimed. Where the world is at is worst, there the church should be at its best”.

Verse 23
Philippians 4:23 “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit” 

“This reference to the spirit certainly is perplexing to those religious materialists who contend that man"s spirit is merely his breath (cf. the doctrine of the Jehovah"s Witnesses)” (Jackson p. 90). Compare with 2 Timothy 4:22.

